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From  The  ITew  YorS:  Times,  December  2  - 

PRICES  OF  COTTON  ST31\DY  FOR  IVIIEZ  -    Gotten  prices  held  steady  last  week 
as  traders  ■  seemed  disposed  to  limit  their  commitments.    At  the  close  of  trending 
on  Saturday  active  futures  contracts  on  the  L^ew  York  Cotton  Exchange  v/ere  42 
points  higher  to  9  points  lower  than  the  previous  week. 

Despite  the  unsettling  influence  of  the  ccal  strike,  which  "brought  in 
some  ear 13^  liquidation  in  the  more  distant  deliveries,   the  market  showed  a 
tendency  to  move  into  slightly  firmer  ground  during  m.ost  of  the  weekly  period. 
Although  "buying  was  not  particularly  aggressive  at  an2/  time,  demand  was  sufficien 
to  a'bsor'b  the  relatively  limited  offerings  until  final  dealings,  when  sellirig 
pressure  increased  as  a  result  of  pronounced  v/eakness  in  certain  outside  markets. 

The  :-ia,rket  derived  its  chief  support  from  m.ill  price  fixing,  scattered 
trade  "ouying,  and  short  covering.    Kestnv/hile,  underlying  factors  Included  the 
strong  statistical  position  of  the  staple,   the  pcssi"bility  that  exports  this 
season  may  run  higher  than  initially  antici-oated,  and  the  helief  held  in  scm.e 
quarters  at  least  that  a  com.promise  agreement  in  the  coal  strike  would  l)e  reacheo 
"by  the  week-end.     Sentiment  v/as  aJso  influenced  "by  the  further  sharp  rise  in  the 
loarity  price  for  cotton  as  of  m.id-ITovem"ber, 


LAPJ)  EXPORT  CURBS  CUTTIITG  DOW'SiJjSS  -  Chicago  -  Production  of  lard  is 
increasing,  and  although  the  demand  continues  active,  especially  for  expert, 
restrictions  on  .the  amount  that  can  "be  sent  to  the  various  countries  is  having 
the  effect  of  curtailing  sales. 

At  the  sam^e  timie  domestic  "buyers  are  not  inclined  to  o^oerate  freely  and 
some  sales  of  refined  in  cartons  were  made  last  v.'eek  at  28  cents  a  pound, 
compared  with  as  high  as  55  cents  shortly  after  the  G-overnmient  elimina.ted  price 
controls. 

Cash  prime  steam  lard  was  offered  on  the  Board  of  Tra,de  Saturday  at  27. 5C 
cents  a  pound  and  Icjpse  prim.e  steam,  at  25.50  cents  down  3  to  3-g-  cents  compared 
with  the  preceding  week.     Stocks  of  lard  at  leading  Toacking  centers  are  ac- 
cumulating to  somie  extent  a^nd  a  good  increa.se  is  expected  for  IToverter.  Plowever, 
supplies  in  cold  storage  are  ijihusually  small  for  this  time  of  year. 


BIG  GRAIN  RESERVE  IS  DUE  lIEXi'  YEAR  -  Chicago  -  General  liquidation  was  on 
in  *he  grain  markets  la.st  v/eek  "because  of  a  sudden  realization  tha.t  there  was 
more  than  sufficient  whea^-t,  corn  and  oats  .in  sight  to  cover  all  domestic  e.nd 
export  requirem.ent s  and  leave  a  "bountiful  sux)ply  for  carry-over  into  the  1947-48 
crop  year.    January  --heat,  which  sold  at  S2.18  in  the  previous  v/eek,  "broke 
around  17  cents  a  "bushel  from  the  top  f ig-'ore  of  the  previous  week,  with  a  lack 
of  support  apparent  on  the  way  dov/n. 

A  sudden  slackening  in  the  demand  for  cash  wheat  "both  from  mills  and  the 
Goverrjnent  resulted  in  that  commodity  leading  the  decline,  with  premi-ams  over 
fut^JTes  fading  away  ra.pidly,  es;oecially  in  the  Forthwest,  although  Government 
restrictions  on  domestic  milling  operations  v/ere  removed  la,st  week, 
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From  ITew  Yo.rk  .!i'im,es,  Dec.  2  - 


7/OOL  MILLS  GIRL  FOR  T'ARIFF  FIGHT  -  Sljrong  protests  will  be  made  "by  the 
National  As'sociatlon  of  ¥ool.  Maniifacturers  against  any  reductions  in  wool  fabric 
tariffs,   it  was  learned  over  the  week-end.     The  organization  is  working  on  -an 
exhaustive  brief  which  v/ill  be  filed  with  the  Committee  on  Reciprocity  Information 
in  opposition  to  further  tariff  cuts,     The  brief  v/ill  express  the  conviction  that 
reductions  made  in  1939  will  "orove  very  serious  to  Araerican  manufacturers  when 
British  and  Continental  European  mills  get  ■on  their  feet  again.     It  will  be 
supplemented  by  testimony,  of  leading  wool  tex:tile  manufacturers  at  the  oral 
hearings-,  .  ■■ 

The  State  Department,'  a^xording  to  Arthur  Besse,  president  of  the  1IA''JM, 
"in  it's    attempt  recklessly  to-  reduce  tariff  rates  before  ascertaining  the 
results  of  reductions  previously  made,  has  given  scant-  a.ttentioh  to  the  advice 
of  industries  ■orimarily  affected,    Pe;."ha"Ds  more  serious  consideration  will  be 
given  to  the  attitude  of  foreign  countrie",  which  is  indicated  by  their  reluctance 
to  leave  their  own  markets  vulnerable  to  the  dumping  of  foreign  surpluses, 
especially  the  surplus  production  in  the  United  Sta.tes." 


TTPIS  OF  CARTELS  LISTED  III  SURl^SY  -  Cartels  reached  the  point  ,iust  before 
the  war'  where  even  in  this  country  they  controlled  to  some  measure  about  87  per- 
cent of  the  mineral  products,   including'  oil,   60  ;'oercent  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts and  42  iiercent  of  the  m.anuf actured  products  in  interna^t ional  commerce,  it 
is  stated  in  "Cartels  in  Action,"   soon  to  be  released  by  the  Tv/entieth  Century  Fund 

From  ¥all  Street  Journal,  December  2  - 

BL^i?33R  BL^iSY  CROP ''GOES  ON  THE  BLOCK  -  Lexington,  Ky.  -  Burley  tobacco,  the 
golden  "blender"  that  sets  ^ilm.erican  cigarettes  apart  from  foreign  brands,  goes  ap- 
prehensively to  the  auction  block  today. 

By  sunup,  the  42  marketing  towns  in  the  Central  South  will,  start'  jamming 
up  vrit'h  farmers  anxious  to  see  what  their  1946  crop  of  lugs,  flyings,  cutters, 
tips  and  nondescripts  will  bring. 

For  Kentuckians,   the  first  auction  day  takes  precedence  even  over  the 
Derby,    Burley  is  the  state's  biggest  money  crop  and  all  eyes  turn  tov/ard 
Lexington,   the  world's  largest  market,  and  a  sort  of  Mecca  in  the  Blue  Grass 
from  December  tc  February. 


SUG.^  SHORTAGE  INQUIRY  ASKED  BY  REP.  VOCDRUFF  -  Washington  (AP)  Rep, 
Woodruff  (R. ,  Mich,),  called  on  the  Republican  Food  ^tudy  Comjnittee  of  the  House 
to  l"6ok  into  the  sugar  shortage,   asserting  the  Admini stra.tion  has  "let  the 
American  producers  and  consuners  carry  the  load  for  .other  nations." 

In  a  letter  to  Rep,  Jenkins  (R.,  Ohio),  chairmian  of  the  committee,  Rep. 
Woodruff  said  the  total  sugar  su-oply  for  the  United  States  for  194?  v/ill  be 
below  that  of  1946  despite  increased  production  here  and  in  Duba, 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Coiimerce,    December  2  - 

GOL.0£ODITY  ??JGE  LEVEL  GETS  FIRST  FOST-DSCONTRCL  SETBACK  IN  REACTION  OF  FAPJ.i 
GROUP  -  The  wholesale  coiiimodity  price  level  experienced  its  first  setback  last  weel 
since  OPA  was  swept  av^ay. 

Continued,  but  rather  scattered,  advances  in  several  industrial  fiel.  s  were 
not  enough  to  offset  a  marked  decline  in  agricultural  and  food  prices. 

As  a  result,  ihe  Journal  of  Coiiimerce  v;eekly  price  index  —  based  on  110 
diversified  commodities,  declined  from  158.4  to  155-9-  Just  prior  to  decontrol 
the  index  stood  at  150.4  per  cent  of  its  1927-1929  average. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  last  week's  price  movements  Y;ere  th."  declines  in 
i  number  of  scarce  comnodities  which  initially  had  scored  hard  price  gains,  such 
as  hides,  burlap,  olive  oil  and  turpentine. 

Miile  in  none  of  these  instances  was  the  reaction  as  pronounced  as  it  v^as 
in  the  case  of  meats  following  the  init_al  decontrol  boost,  the  reason  bBhind  it 
was  very  much  the  same  —  buyers'   resistance  against  peak  prices. 

It  has  now  been  clearly  established  that  such  resistance  is  one  of  the  most 
effective  price  regulators  in  a  free  economy.  ... 

Folowing  considerable  strength  during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  grain 
prices  broke  sharoly  during  the  final  tv^o  aays  in  one  of  the  most  pronounced  trend 
reversals  in  any  commodity  group  in  recent  weeks. 

The  spark  that  set  up  thereaction  was  Secretary  nnderson' s  acuion  in  further 
relaxing  grain  use  restrictions,    Ihile  most  of  the  grains  for  legal  reasons  are 
still  held  on  the  lj_st  of  technically  "scarce  "  comiiiodi-ties, ■  there  is  no  longer  any 
doubt  that  the  over-all  supply  outlook  for  the  cereal  grains  is  one  of  plenty. 

ihe  drop  in  .trains  was  accentuated  by  a  decline  in  the  iood  group  v^ihere  de- 
clines by  far  cutnuinbered  advances.  Vi/here  seasonal  factors  no  longer  bolster  food 
prices,  the  trena  seems  to  be  definitely  toward  loiver  levels. 


STA-ILIZED  PRICES  SEEN  rOR  UJliijiiB.  -  Lumber  prices  will  level  off  to  a  m.ore 
stable  and  uniform  range  in  the  first  quarter  of  next  3^ear,  trade  sources  indicated 
'yesterday. 

marked  at  the  present  ti.r.e  by  wide  differentials  ainon^:  sellers  on  the  same 
trade  level,  the  lu^nber  market  is  expected  to  drop  down.-ard  to  a  generally  standard 
price  range  which  will  be  set  by  the  larger  mills. 


HCG  MAREET  -  Hog  receipts  at  Chicago  on  Saturday  were  estim.ated  at  around 
1,000  head,  with  prices  nominally  at  r riday' s  levels,     Compared  with  a  week  ago 
prices  for  all  weights  and  grades  were  $1  higher.     It  was  ex'">ected  that  Chicago 
re'ceipts  today  will  reach .  k:3, 000  heac  , 

'"estern  m.arke.ts  reported  aggregate  arrivals  of  27,000  head,  compared  with 
41,600  a  year  ago,  mak-^ng  a  total  for  the  week  of  396,800  head,  com.pared  with 
527,30'S  during  the  s.ame  period  last  year. 


HIGH  PRICES  PREVAIL  AT  U.K.  ""OOL  S..1ES  -Liverpool  -  At  last  week's  Bradford 
auction  the  50,280  bales  of  .nustralian  and  c^outh  ^-^frican  greasy  merino  combing 
wools  on  offer  were  quickly  absorbed.    Competition  v.as  very  strong  and  prices 
realized  were  firm,  on  the  basis  of  recent  description  sales  in  this  country.     It  is 
estiiTiated  that  the  home  trade  took  70  ;;er  cent  of  the  offering;  continental  buyers 
took  t'le  remainder.    United  States  buyers  w^ere  out  of  the  mxarket, 
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FroxTi  the  New  York  Journal  of  CojiuTLcrce^  "December  2  (Cont.)  ~ 

CA'aIIED  foods  -  Tuna  packing  operations  on  the  Coast  have  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum  and  the  outlook  for  the  balance  of  the  vear  is  exceedinglv  poor' due  to 
poor  fishing  results.    Fair  export  sale  of  substandard  peas  for  South  America  ±s 
reported  at  90(/;  a  dozen. 


FLOUR  -  Removal  of  the  curb  on  domestic  flour  distribution  has  not  yet  beer, 
reflected  ;y  amr  pick-up  in  mill  offerings.  Most  mill  offices  were  closed,  but  it 
is  expected  that  prices  v^iill  be  adjusted  downvvard  today  lollowing  sharp  decline  ir 
cash  I'Vheat  and  rye  markets. 


OTHER  IvURKFTS  -  .   .   .  Somie  freer  movement  in  rice  reported  .   .   .  llarket 
from  dried  fruits  in  post-holiday  doldrums  ,   ,   .  Easier  prices  for  olive  oil  noted 
,   .   .  Live  fovvl  slow,  vveaker;  dressed  stead2,r  .   .   ,  Y.'hite  potatoes  a  little  strong- 
er .,   .  Apoles  dull. 


OTHER  NEl'S  -  .   .   ,  Public  cold  storage  space  seen  ample  for  19A7  needs  .  . 
Association  of  Am.erican  Railroads  urges  grain  interests  to  use  open  top  hopper 
cars  for  moving  grain  during  coal  strike. 


DEMniJD  i'OR  COTTON  SaLE  YARN  aT  RECEFT  HIGH  LEmS  -  Cotton  yarn  buyers  with 
few  exceptions  are  taking  up  all  allotments  being  made  by  regular  sources  and  at 
the  prices  asked,  whether  old  ceilings,  or  at  some  slight  advances,  as  is  the  case 
vjith  an  occasional  spirxner. 


RaYON  TARIFF  CUT  OF  ^0%  PRjFOSED- Washington  -  several  tentative  proposals 
for  changes  in  tariffs  alfecting  rayon  are  made  by  the  Tariff  Commission  in  a 
brief  prepared  for  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  heaiings  to  be  held  in  vVashing- 
ton  earljA  next  year, 

A  $0  per  cent  reduction  in  duties  pay^able  on  rayon  fila^'iient  yarns  is  being 
considered,  the  tariff  commiission  study  shows*     If  such  a  duty  reduction  is  made, 
it  is  pointed  out,  the.  miniiiiari  specific,  duty  v.oula  continue  to  apoly  to  imports  of 
all  single  yarns  finc^r  than  ISO  deniers,  except  tihose  valued  over  90^^  a  pound. 


"JHAT  HIGHER  PRICES  '.TILL  DO,  Editorial  -  Price  policy  is  the  most  i;nmediate 
ana  pressing  problein  facing  num^erous  Indus  tires  today,    V.'ith  costs  rising,  m3.nj 
price  rises  are  inevitable.     "Put  the  am.ount  of  the  increase,  3.nd  in  somie  cases  the 
question  whether  to  raise  prices  at  all,  involve  many  considerations.  Higher 
prices  discourage  consuiTiption.    Pliere  -existing  demiand  largely  exceeds  the  supply, 
this  is  not  of  iminediate  Lmportance  because  the  'demand  even  at  the  higher  orice 
will  absorb  t-he  entire  output  for  somie  tim.3  to  cOi.-ie;   ,   ,  , 

Other  disadvantages  in  raising  prices  as  far  as  the  traffic  will  bear,  or 

even  as  far  as  historical  mark-ups  on  rr-.^sent  high  -  r  costs  justify,  ar  -  that  a 

basis  is  laid  for  future  heavy  inv-o^ntory  losses  both  to  oroducers  and  distributors 

ar.?uinents  are  given  labor  unions  for  seeking  nei^.  wage  increases,  and,  where  raw 

mat^.r-rials  and  sem.i-manuf actures  are  concerned,  a  nyraiTiidin?-  of  price  advances  to  t 
ultjmiate  consumer  occurs  that  evagge rates  the'eflsct  upon  demand;  parm  Digest2575- 


From  lliami  (Florida)  Uevis,  i^ov«  1?  - 

FLORIDA  FAri...  BUlcEAJ  uK  r.i^jS  'IJ^USTIC  CH;uJG23        .:AGm'!  ACT  -  Outright 
a-opec:.l  or  complete  overhaul  of  the    .^agner  national  labor  relations  act  vriS 
dernanded  by  delegates  representing  more  than  6,500  memloers  of  t-he  Florida 
Farm  Bureaii  Federation  as  the;'  eiided  their  annual  convention  here  yesterday. 
In  a  resolution  demanding  th^t  the  congress  scrap  the  eicisting  labor  relations 
lar.'s,  the  farm  delegates  charged: 

The  past  14  years  "have  been  an  era  of  pro-union  laus  and  pro-'onion 
boards-  so  biased  a^n.  unfair  that  impartial  justice  can  be  restored  to  em.ploj^er— 
em.ploye  rel  .tions  only  b,y  the  repeal  oi-  drastic  overhaul  of  the  '..agner  iiational 
labor  relations  act  and  the  ousting  from  government  labor  agencies  of  men  v/hose 
decisions  are  uiiiformly  pre-form.ed  in  favor  of  the  union  and  against  the 
em^ioyer," 


From  Boston  (Massachusetts)  Herald,  Kov.  23  — 

EXrpJiJ  PAIGE  3ITS3  DOG^  Editcria.1  —  "".fnen  a  grouri  of  fanm  producers  asks 
the  goverriment  to  remove  the  supDort  price  on  bheir  -oroduct  at  a  time  when 
such  support  might  seem  needed,  that  is  nev.'s.    The ^ Associated  Pcultry  and  Egg 
Industries  have  petitionef  the  Secretary"  of  Agricult ;ii-e  tc  lift  the  minimum 
price  formula  in  this  branch  of  agriculture.    The  oteagall  amendment  requires 
the  government  to  support  pr;;.ces  on  va.rious  basic  farm.' corrmodities*}  usually  at 
90^  of  parity,  until  t;;o  3/~ears  after  the  declaration  of  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  APEI  finds,  ho'vever,  that  the  effect  of  the  support  price  is  to  ei>- 
courage  production  in  excess  of  do-iestic  recuire/.ientst     In  the  inter'est  ef  a 
sta.ble  industry,  thej  ivaiit  prices  to  be  controlled  b",^-  the  free  play  of  demand 
and  supply.    This  is  a  refreshing  attitude,    iiaybe  it's  natural  to  look  to  t'le 
farmers,  traditionally;?-  devoted  to  free  enterprise,  for  .3ard.ty  in  economic 
matters. 


From  l^inneapolis  (iiijnnesota)  Tribune,  Nqv.  22  - 

LACa  OP'  tAIIl-x  PuAii  bCOi^D  31  TH^-lTCHj-R,  "iillmar,  Ilinn,  -  A  100  billion  dollar 
agriculture  industry  is  facing  the  future  totally- v/ithout  planning  or  price 
protection,  II,  J »  Thatcher,  general  manager  of  Farmers  Union  Grain  Term.nal  asso- 
ciation, told  ihinnesotri  Farmers  Unicin  members  here  Thursda:", 

Thatcher  charged  tha.t  even  government  pro:"iises  to  maintain  floor  prices 
at  90  percent  of  parity  for  the  ne^cb  three  ;  ears  ma;'-  hit  a  snag, 

"During  those  three  years — Fiepub._icar.  years — hov/  can  we  'expect  huge 
appropriations  to  mLaintain  those  floor  prices  and  at  the  jam.e  time  cut  Federal 
appropriations  axid  income  tax  20  percexPt,"  Thatcher  "said, 

"The  ansTjer  is:     No  one  hnoi;:s_,"  he  told  the  convei:Tbion,  "./hat  are  6,000,— 
000  farmers  with  that  lOu  billion  dollar  industry  goinj  to  uo  auidng  uhe  ne:}ct 
three  years — sleep  or  plan  to  ^iroteci.  bnemselves?" 

The  planning  must  oe  by  farmers  well-cr^^sjiiz'-d  to  effectuate  prices  that 
consumers  cari  pay  he  declared.    There  is  no  need  to  raise  crops  without  a  market 
and  that  market  is  governed  by  whr.t  the  people  desire  -end  their  ability  to  buy, 
he  added, 

♦  4     .  . 
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From  Nashville  (Tennessee)  rianner,  Ncv..„  20  -  ,.  ^ 

BRIDGi.0  Mjj  oUG-AR^  Editorial  -  Havjaii  being  a  territory  of  the  United 
States  (it  Y^ants  sta^hccd  now)  ^  Harry  Bridges  has  felt  free  to  ti^-  up  its  sugar 
industry — thus  curtailing  bj  200_,000  tz  300,000  tons  the  American  supply  fcr'l'9/:-7 
Fortunately  for  Anerica_,  under  such  circumstances ,  the  bulk  of  our  sugar  su-o'^lj^ 
comes  from  sources  to  v>/hich  Bridges  does  net  feel  free  to  ar)r)l5'"  his  peculiar 
talents, 

Cuba's  sugar  supply  is  relativel.y  close  by*     It  is  doubtful  that  the  Cubai:. 
goverriment  ivoula  permit  Bridges  to  invade  that  field.     Anything  he  does  to 
paralyze  it  ^vould  necessarily  occur  betv^een  Cuba  ana  the  U.S.,  cr  in  the  U.S.  Ke 
doesn't  fear  reprisal  on  the  part  of  a  governxment  that  has  toleratea  his  antics 
since  he  became,  as  an  alien,  the  nation's  No,  1  unaesirable  alien. 


From  ],ilii"dngton  (DelaTvare)  Nevis,  Nov.  25  ■  ■  ■ 

STRANGL  iy'IVIDhNU,  Editorial  -  It  would  not  surprise  us  in  the  least  if 
nutritionists  of  the  DepEa^tment  of  Agriculture  are  proved  right  in  their  belief 
that  the  better  eating  habits  Americans  acquired  during  ■■jartime  -vill  carrji"  over 
into  th^^'ears  of  peace.     It  happened  so  after  'Jorld  .[ar  I  and  there  is  good  reaso: 
why  it  should  ksppen  again. 

To  some  it  may  come  as  a  new  idea  that  Americans  did  acc;uire  better  eating 
habits  while  the  nation  V'jas  at  iv-ar.    And  the  statement  j.oes  seem  parado.>d_cal  at 
first  glance.     But  the  nutritionists  e:>q3lain  that  rationing  and  price  fixing  made 
it  possib  e  for  more  people  to  get  m.ore  nourishing  foods,  such  as  milk,  leafy 
green  ano.  yellow  vegetables,  and  fruit  and  tomato  juices.     And  they  have  records 
to  prove  that  the  opportunity  was  not  viasted. 


From  Nashville  (Tennessee)  Banner,  Nov.  20  -  . 

KILGOfiE  CITiLo  FAiM  ilOLx.  IN  ia.COWK.SION  -  A  multi-billion  dollar  farm  mar- 
ket for  industry  to  "cushion  the  shock''  of  reconversioii  and  "revent  another  de- 
pression was  visualized  this  afternoon  by  Ben  Kilgore,  of  S-^-'ringf iled,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Eastern  Bark  Fired  Tobacco  Grcn;:ers  Association,  in  the  mechaniza—  . 
tion  of  agriculture,  which  is  ^'bringing  abiut  a  -neaceful  farm  rei^olution."" 

Speaking  before  the  Terinessee  Farm  Bureau  Federation's  convention,  Kilgore 
warned,  hovjever,  that  "Y/ith  modern  farm  machinery  the,  farm,  population  has  dropped 
to  IB  percent  of  the  national  :'Opul^tiun"  axid  predicted  that  this  figure  would 
drop  to  15  percent  by  1950,  The  farm,  i.iinority' s-  only  hope,  he  asserted,  is 
"organization  to  serve  them,  in  the  fields  of  legislation,  marketing,  credit 
hospitalization  and  rural  "electrification," 


From.  Portland  (Maine)  Press  Herald,  Nov.  23  - 

N.E.  BAIitYiviEN  LOSiNd  10  uiioT^  New  England  is  fast  losinr  the  Eastern  dair^ 
prcaucts  market  to  the  Middle  "..'est,  Frank  L,  Felejr^  Scarbfrough,  creamery  executi 
told  the  South  Portland  Ki^.^arIis  Club  Fridaj^, 

"The  butter  ana  c'.ieese  marlcet  is  practically  gone, "  said  Foley.  "Twenty 
years  ago  it  was  very  rare  to  s<5e  rrdlk  from  the  Eiddle    est  in  New  England  metro- 
politan centers.    Today  many  dealers  have  regular  contracts  with  dairvmen  in 

'./isconsin,  Illinois  and  other  distant  states,"  ^.       ,  ^^.r, 
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(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Hoom  U09a.,    Phone  C-ene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  New  York  Times,  Becenher  3  — 

U.H.  FOOD  EESQLUTIOIT  VISTU^LY  iDOPTED-Lake  Success-Despite  the  intro- 
duction of  four  Eussiaji  amendments,  of  which  two  were  voted  down  and  a  third  was 
modified,  a  five-point  resolution' on  measures  to  alleviate  the  19^7  food  shortage 
was  virtuallv  agreed  on  in  today' s  m.ee ting  of  the  Econom.ic  and  Financial 
Committee  of  the  United  ITations  General  Assemhly, 

Emphasising  that  equitahle  allocation  and  prompt  distribution  of 
available  supplies  must  he  free  of  political  considerations,   the  resolution  urged 
Goverrxients  and  international  agencies  concerned  to  adopt  or  continue  measures 
aimed  at  overcoming  the  deficit  in  bread,  grains,  rice,  fats  and  oils,  daiiy 
products,  meat  and  sugar. 

The..  Soviet  amendments  sought  to  emphasize  opposition  to  the  use  of  food 
as  a  political  weapon,  the  danger  of  inflationaiy  prices  and  the  need  for  the 
construction  of  small  factories  to  produce  farm  implements  in  countries  needing 
them , 

The  Soviet  amendment  on  the  construction  of  agricultural  imprem.eht 
factories  was  sent  to  the  drafting  .subconL'it tee. 


TOBACCO  yiTHDRAWlT  AT  LEXIIIGTOH  SAL-S~Louisville-An  estimated  5C  to  60  per- 
cent of  tobacco  sold  at  Lexington  as  the  19^6-^7  burley  auction  season  opened 
today  failed  to  return  floor  prices  and. resulted  in  at  least  two  warehouses 
stopping  sales  for  brief  periods  to  conoidcr  the  price  trend. 

prices  paid  in  early  srlcs  were  estimated  by  warchouscrien  at  25  percent 
below  the  opening  day  at  Lexington  last  year,  when  an  average  of  34-9,C3  ^as 
registered.     The  trend  at  Lexington,  v/orld's  largest  loose-leaf  sales  center, 
usually  carried  a  good  indicati';^n  .of  the  general  trend. 

The  spiie  conditions  were  reported  at  some  of  the  other  Eentuchy  m.arkets 
which  opened  aL^id  uncertainties  connected  v;ith  the  coal  shortage,   surplus  m.anu— 
frcturers'   stocks  and  the  biggest  burley  crop  in  history, 

TobaiCco  fa.iling  to  bring  floor  levels  was  consigned  to  the  Burley  Tobacco 
Growers  Co-opera.tive  Larkcting  Association  for  resale. 


KEDGIITG  AMD/COAL  STRIKE  CUT  COITOII  FRICE-The  coal  strike  situation  and  an 
a.ccumulation  of  hedges  over  the  weekend  carried  cotton  futures -do'Tnward  yesterday 
on  the  Ncv.'  York  Cotton  Exchange,    Final  prices  were  37  to  67  points  net  lower. 


(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  itomi 
in  today's  IT»Y.  -imcs,} 
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5^roD  ITeiT  York  Tires,  Dec,  j  -  ■     -  '  ■ 

FEPPSH  ^TJTUHE-S  AGAIN  THATED-Trading  in  iDl-ck  pepper  futures  v/as  resuned 
yesterday  on  the  Uevj  York  Produce  Sxch.^jige,     The  narkot  had  been  closed  since 
July  1,  19Ub. 


DECOITTPCL  OF  SLIGAH  AT  THIS  TBS  IS  OPPOSED  AS  CO'JHTIKCt  'DISASTEH'- 
A  strong  stand  against  "both  decontrol  of  sugar  and  any  firn  comEitDcnts  on 
allocations  of  19^7  sugar  supxolies  at  this  tine  is  urged  on  DODbers  of  Congress 
and  the  4.dninistration  by  the  suga.r  conrnittee  of  the  Pood  Industry  Council  in  an 
analysis  of  the  world  situation  on  sugar,  relea.sed  yesterday,     tlsscrting  ^-'decontrd 
under  present  conditions  v/ould  be  disastrous,"  the  report  adds  that  if  it  is 
necessary  to  make  interiD  or  emergency  allocations  to  foreign  countries,  such 
alio  captions  should  be  for  niniDun  amounts  only. 

Based  on  experience  irinedia.tely  following  T/orld  War  I,  the  report 
decla.res  the  i)ricc  of  sugar  would  have  violent  fluctuations  if  sudden  decontrol 
were  initiated,     "Retail . sugar  prices  skyrocketed  f ron  '11  cents  a  pound  in 
Decenber,  1919 j  to  27  cents  in  July,  1920,"     it  was  pointed  out,  "Sinilarly, 
the  wholesrJLe  price  of  sugar  rose  to  21,5b  cents  in  July,  '1920,  pnd  then  crashed 
to  U.SO  cents  in  January,  1922,  causing  insitutional  and  industrial  users  to  lose 
thousands  of  dolla^rs  on  sugar  inventories.     This  wholesale  price  spread  then  on  the 
annual  ba^sis,  approxinated  $1,500,000,000," 

The  report  reconricndcd  that  the  trauisition  fron  control  to  decontrol  be 
gradual  and  orderly  aJid  carefully  plajined  by  the  G-overnnent  and  businesses  having 
to  do  mth  the  purchasing,  refining  ajid  distribution  of  sugar.     It  also  urged 
the  United  States  to  do  everything  possible  to  encourage  increa.sed  production  in 
CQntinentaJ.  and  Territoria-1  areas  while  providing  all  possible  help  to  European 
beet  growing  areas  and  to  the  Philipjpine  sugar  industry. 

The  United- Sta-tes  should  also  point  out  to  the  Cub rn  Cove rnD.ent  the 
desirability  of  distributing  to  its  sugar  industries  the  incrca.se  in  price  I 
that  Cuba  is  now  receiving  from  us  as  an  incentive  for  naxinun  production  in  ^ 
I9U7  rjid  19US,   the  report  states. 


G-SAINS  OYERCOlviS  EASLY  17E.iIC?-JESS- Chi  cage -Grain  markets  closed  strong  on 
the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  after  shov/ing  weakness  early  when  there  was 
coDnission  house  pressure  and  professional  selling  on  uncertainty  as  to  the 
G-overnQent  support  progran. 

Closing  trades  were  a.bcut  the  best  prices  of  the  day  with  wheat  J  cent 
lower  to  1^  cents  higher,  the  latter  on  July.     Corn  finished  5/g  to  7/S  cent  highal 
and  oats  v/ere  up  J  to  1  5/8  cents,  Decenber  leading.    Barley  closed  -|  cent  higher 
to  1-g  cents  lov/er.     Kansas  City  wheat  futures  were      to  2  l/S  cents  higher  and 
LinneaiDolis  -3-  to  2  cents  lo:/er.     Cash  wheat  in  the  latter  rarket  was  off  2  to 
3  cents,  but  Kansas  City  showed  fair  strength  with  the  basis  steady  to  ^  cent 
higher,  compared  with  the  la.tc  trading  Saturday, 

Talk  of  lower  flour  prices  prevails  as  the.  result  of  the  decline  in  cash, 
wheat  last  week,  and  indications  that  the  G-overrjnent  will  be  unable  to  ship  as 
much  v/heat  by  lake  as  anticipated  due  to  the  early  strikeof  lal:c  seamen  and 
shortages  of  box  cars. 
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From  the  New  Yoi'k  Journal  C3f  '^OimTierce^  Deceinber  3  - 

SHARP  PRICE  laSS  Lir.SLY  FOR  SHOES  -  A  15  to  20  per  cent  increase  m  shoe 
prices  may  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  i-ature  unless  raw  material  costs  decline 
from  their  present  high  levels^  the  National  Shoe  Llanuf ac turers'  Kssociation  dis- 
closed yesterday. 


HIDES  OFF  LI^a'T  FUTJRES  LliRi-lST-  The  general  weakness  apparent  in  the 
coiTiiTiodity  futures  markets  swept  into  the  Cominodity  Exchange  yesterday,  bringing 
hide  prices  dov^n  to  new  lov.-  levels. 

Dropping  I65  to  200  points,  iiide  futures  suffered  the  most  severe  price 
decline  since  the  reopening  of  trading  a  fe\7  weeks  ago.  •■  ■ 


FLA.  CITRUS  Carryover  ^ELL  above  NORI^^AL,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  -  Ben  CA  Potter^ 
vice  president'  of  the  a.  C,  Neilsen  Co.,  vvhich  is  employed  by  the  Florida  Citrus 
Commission  to  make  surveys  of  tiie  national  market,  reports  that  as  of  hov.  1  the 
total  stocks  of  caiined  citrus  juice  from  last  season's  pack  in  all  producing  areas 
vvere  estiiT.ated  at  17,000,000  cases,  oi-  an  excess  of  about  7,500,000  cases' above 

normal  supply.  ' 

Mr,  Potter  also  reported  canned  juice  sales  for  the  August-September  period 
down  13  per  cent  from'  the  June-July  period,  a  "seasonal"  condition  v/hicii  followed 
general  market  trends. 


"'ORLD  SUGAR  CLIa'IBING  -  Vifcrld  sugar  production  in  1947  will  apprcxijTiate 
31,350,000  tons,  compared  with  3A:> 544/000,  average  in  1935-39.     The  Food  Industrjr 
Council,  in  view  of  this  increase  and  especially  because  of  the  sharp  rise  in 
areas  supplying  the  United  States,  recomiTiends  txhat  allotments  to  households  be 
increased  by  10  pouxnds  and  industrial  use  fromi  60  to  80  per  cent  in  the  last  three 
quarters  01  1947* 


Cii-I-^D  FOODS  -  tSi  increasing  number  of  buvers  are  reouesting  canners  to 
withhold  shipm.ents-  of  many  canned  food  items  due  to  scarcity  of  storage  space  and 
slackening  demand  in  retail  Quarters,    Som.e  easing  in  salmon  supplies,  meanwhile, 
is  held  likely  as  foreign  clai^nants  balk  at  high  orlces. 


FLOUR  -  Price  situation  in  flt)ur  is  somewhat  confused,  with  some  mills 
slashing  prices  following  sharp  break  in  cash  wheat  andothers  holding  prices  un- 
changed,    Irresrective  of  prices,  little  business  is  possible  as  most  m.ills  have 
tremendous  order  backlogs.     Export  dem.and  remains  heavy. 


OTHER  Markets  -  Traders  awaiting  decline  in  egg  prices  ,   .   ,  Cheese  prices 
here  follow  decline  on  Flyiiouth  exchange  ,   ^  ,  Butter  firm  and  higher  .   .   .  Market 
for  live  broilers  v-r^-  slow  .   .  ,  Heav^^  young  torn  turkeys  higher,  hens  declining 
.   .   ,  ro/r-atoes  off  further  .   ,   .  Stravvberries  lower  ,   .   .  Supplies  of  rice  reported 
easing  .   .   .  De.uand  for  olive  oil  slackening  ,   .   ,  Dried  fr'uits  demand  in  slump. 
(Turn  to  page  4  for  other  items  from  -  -  - 
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From  ITev;  York  Times.  Dec.  1  -  ,.  . 

lOPORT  PHOiMHB  1IA.TI01T  -  The  Northwest  -.High  Foccl  Prices  Cause  ^cant 
Sympathy  for  Coal  Strike,  Portland,  Ore,-  Hlven  in  strongholds  of  organized 
lalDor,   scant  sympathy  for  the  coal  strike  has  heen  evidenced  in  the  Pacific 
Korthv/est*     G-eneral  regional  hostility  to  laoor  troiioles  is  considered  a 
dominp.nt  reason  why  many  sawmill  towns  gjid  railroad  division  points,  in  the 
past  heavily  committed  to  the  Few  Deal,  '  voted  EepuDli'can  recentl^-^, 

3ver  since  the  steel  strike,  it  has  "been  apparent  that  many  cons^omers 
attributed  soaring  living  costs  to  labor's  demands.    This  showed  up  ITovemcer 
5  when  Seattle,  a  citadel  of  trade  unionism,   ca.st  the  heaviest  vote  given  to 
a  Eepuhlican  nominee  in.. Washington  State's  First  Congressiona.l  District  in 
more  than  two  decades. 

Fear  over  inflation  seems  much  greater  than  over  a  possible  deflation. 
Deflation  is  not  yet  a  prevalent  topic,'   But  the  high  cost  of  living  is  dis- 
cussed on  every  curbstone.    Housewives  complain  that  grocery  bills  take  so 
much  money  that  nothing  is  left  over.    Food  prices  in  particular  trouble  the 
average  family^ 

Pacific  States  -r.  G-eneral  Public  "Voices  Fear  Other  Strikes  Threaten,  &an 
Francisco  -  As  seen  through  the  eyes  of  the  West  Coast,   the  legal  sparring 
betv/een  John  L,  Lewis  and  the  United  States  G-overrjuent  was  high  drama  this 
week,  but  the  man  in  ihe  street  held  an  academic  view  of  the  coal  strike. 
It  interested  him  little,  from  the  standpoint  of  his  ovm  comfort,  for  this 
essentially  is  not  a  region  that  burns  bituminous  coal  for  heating  p?j-rposes. 

The  I'lan  in  the  Street  seems  prone  to  wonder,  at  the  same  time,'  v^hether 
management  and  labor  leaders  with  the  interest  of  the  country  at  heart  might 
not  be  able  to  avert  some  of  the  strikes  v/hich  he  fears  are  just-  around  the 
corner,  '      .       '.  . 

He  notes  that  the  family  food  bill  in  San  Francisco  la's t'  month  v;as  29 
per  cent  higher  than. a  year  ago,  .  in. Portland  23.  per  cent. higher  and  in  Los 
Angeles  24  per  cent. higher.    He  is  sympathetic  with  labor's  demands"  for  wage 
rises  sufficiently  to  keep  up  with  the. rising  living  costsj  although  he  looks 
at  original  demands,  then  at  negotiated  v/age  contracts  containing  considerably 
lower  figures  and  wonders  how.  much  of  the,  original  demands  represented  ^'ex- 
cess" over  "expectations," 

iGCHAillZED  FAiU-IIlTG-03'di torial-One  of  the  unexpected  gains  for  our  peace- 
.time  economy  from  the'  lessons  of  v/ar  was  revealed  recently  at  the  hational 
Tractor  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Automxotive 'Engineers,     Studies  were  des- 
.cribed  to  members  on  laboratory  tests  of  soils  and  vehicles,  made'v/ith  the 
.aid  of  .the  society's  soil-testing  committee,  which  begin  where  former  soil 
research  ended  and  ultimately  are 'aimed  to  include  soil  characteristics  all 
around  the  world,    Sxperts  conducting  these  tests,  who  are  atta,ched  to  the 
Ordnance  He  search  and  Development  Center  at  Aberdeen,   told  the  engineers  that 
'tests  already  have  revealed  important  new  facts  v/ith' regard'  to  the  behavior 
of  both  military  vehicles  and  farm  equipment.     It  has  been  found  that  trac- 
tion is  influenced  mfre  by  the  sheer  strength  of  the  soil  than  by  any  other 
characteristics;   thrt  the  cleaning  ability  of  the  track  or  the  tire  is  not 
nearly  so  im.portant  as  had  been  supposed  and  that  traction  does  not  increase 
proportionately  with  the  increased  weight  of  the  vehicle^ 

The  meeting  learned  that  tractprs  are  becoming  more  and  more  versatile 
and  that  increased  cooperation  between  tractor  and  imple./ient  engineers  conr- 
stantly  augments  the  ease  and  speed  of  farm  w^rk  as  compared  v/ith  eitlier  m.en 
or  horses. 
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iFrtm  Uev/  OrlearxS  iimes-Pica^qine-,  Ko.v,  28  -      ■  ■• 

RICS  AITD  SUaiP-  COFTIlOL^Sditorialr-Represehtative  Paul  Male ney' s  inciuiry 
at  the  depar tmeiit  of  agriculture  on  the  pcssitility  of  higher  sugar  prices  and 
the  decontrol'  of  rice  lias' "brought  a- repl;:'-  to  ,the  effect  that  "both  comnodi ties 
are  in.  shprt  supply  and  no  policy  change-.. i's  immediately  .anticipated. 

Only  politicians,  v/e  'believe,,  have  . CLuesticned  the  sugar  scarcity.  By 
the  purchase  of  the' Oucan  crop  and  distrilmtion  controls  the  goverranont  has 
managed  to  keep  consumers'  needs  partially  supplied,    DoEiestic  sugar  producers 
an--,  mill  operator Sj  however,  have  a  lcgitima,te  interest  in'  seeing  tha.t  the 
cc.ntrolled  price  of  sugar,  keeps  pace  with  the 'average  of  other  farm  prices. 

Rice  definitely  is  not  in  the  same  "shortage^  category  as  sugar^ 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Arlcansas  and  California  have  "been  producing  twice  a.s  much 
rice  as  the  United  States ■  consumes.     If  there  is  .anything  resem'bling  a  domestic 
shortage,  it  exists  "by  reason  of  the  government  ^set-aside of  40  per  cent 
for  export  and  off— shore  shipment. 

The  rice  industry  advisorj*  committee  to  the  government  is  said  to  feel 
that  cfntrol  should  continue  for  "a  time, ■  But  whether  it  should  or  not,  does 
not  change  '  the  fact  that  rice  has  "been  singled  out  "by  the  '  government  for 
_ treatment  different  from  that  accorded- other  farm  commodities.     It  will  "be 
interesting  to  see  how-  long  the  government  yields  to  the  inclination  to  keep 
the  rice  industry  under  thumb  j^ust  hocause  it-"*  s  easy,'  | 

Prom  .Memphis  Commerciar  Appeal,  I^ov,  28  - 

-  _  UlI^TIKOUS  VOTS  OP  HSI/  YOM  COTTO]iI  li^ICH^JTCS  >0£B3RSHIP  JliUPSATS  IO¥ 
ilSGUIATIOlTS-Thc  indignation  of  the  membership  outside  the  city  of  ho\j  York 
must  have  influended  the  vote  of  the  entire  membership,  of  the  Hew  York  Cotton 
Exchange  Tuesday,  -    ■  .  ■  _         -  *  ■ 

lilhen' the  mdmbership  met  to  vote -  on  rxj-les  changes  \:rhich- would  have 
limited  credits,   stiffened  margin  requirements,   rcq;j.ired  swcrn  affidavits 
from  legitimate  hedgers,  and- other  things,-  the  following  resolution  v/as 
passed  unanimously?  '  .  .,  ' 

"lifhereas  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  it  doe's  not  approve  of 
the  report  of  a  special  committee  which  on  ITovomber  18,  1946^   the  Boa-rd  of 
l^nagers  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bylaws  and  Rules,   therefore  be  it 
resolved  that  the  pi'opo-sals  in  .questi.on  "be  agad  /♦ereby  are  referred  back  to 
the  Board  of  Man'&gers  with  the  request  that  i  t,;  take  no  further  action  unless 
and  until  instructed  by'  a  geheral  .meeting  of  members  of  the  ITev;  York  Cotton 
Exchange^"  ,  ,  _  ,  -  . 

Tlie  representatives- of  the  ITev  York,  New  Orleans  and  Chicago  I:^xchanges 
have  scheduled  a  meeting  in  Ko\-;  Orleans- on  December  6  at  which  the  viev/s  of 
the  membership  of -the  various  exch-hges,   the  shippers 'and  the  merchants,  the 
farmers  and  the  ginners  will  he  sought*     The  same  set.  of  new' regulations  will 
be  discussed  then,  but  there  seems  little  likelihood,  that  they  v;ill  be  adopte( 
even  after  the  discussions,  ^ 
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DAILY  FA.PM  DIGES^  ^-    n^..  ^  ^  U.,S.  LEFaRTivMT  OF  AGEICULTTOE 

^(lor  DeceiD.ber       IS^Sj  ^^^i^mB  I      OFFICE  OF  INFORIATION 

U.  S  nFPi£>r^-  I       ^^^^^  ingt  on  25 ,  D .  C . 

jjThe  ne wsp ap e r s  a'jTF'' iii^i^Ji 2 Tn©=S'>#roia^jillj,j^    these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  hlkA,    Phone  &ene  Harrison,  at  603I,) 

From  New  York  Times,  Dec,  - 

FBEIGHT  TBAFFIC,  PARCEL  POST,  RAIL  TRci\\EL  CUT-i;7ashingt on-A  general 
embargo  on  rail  freight  shipments,  with  the  exceptions  of  essential  commodities 
and  supplies,  effective  at  12:01  a.m.  Friday,  v/as  ordered  today  "by  the 
G-ovcrnr>ent  to  conser\'e  the  country's  dwindling  supplies  of  "bituminous  coal-. 

Three  additional  restrictions  "^ere  decreed  "by  the  Government,  acting 
through  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation,  because  of  the  mine  strike.  These 
were: 

The  Postoffice  Department  limited,  as  of  12:C1  a.m.  Friday,  parcel 
post  packages  to  five  pcjjids  in  weight,  eighteen  inches  in  length  and  sixty 
inches  in  length  and  girth  combined, 

I.lovement  by  rail  or  freight  shipments  destined  for  export  overseas  wa,s 
embargoed  \)y  the  Association  of  Aii-ierican  Railroads,  effective  a,t  midnight 
tonight. 

The  recently  imposed  25  percent  reduction  in  rail  jpassenger  m.ileage 
perform.od  by  coal  burning  locomotives  vras  increased  to  ^0  percent.     The  further 
curta,ilment  in  service  will  become  effective  at  11:59  Sunday. 


LA  GUARDIA  ASSAILS  PJS^IEF  FLAK'  OF  Tj. S.-Fiorcllo  H.  La  Guardia  attacked 
last  night  as.  slow  and  unwieldy  the  plan  proposed  by  the  United  States  to 
the  United  Nations  for  an  organization  to  succeed  the  United  Nations  Relief 
and  Rehabilitation  Administration,  of  which  he  is  director-general. 

Horeover,  Mr.  La  Guardia  said,  the  United  States  plan  would  cost  this 
country  next  year  about  $500,000,000,  as  against  about  $196,000,000  under 
what  he  ci.lled  the  "international  plan,"  which  he  submitted  to  the  United  Nations 
last  summer*    He  said  ULTRRA  cost  this  country  $1,300,000,000  this  year. 


WHERRY  INSISTS  AH'AY  COULD  SUPPLY  RELIEF  BETTER  THM  TNPjai-Vienna-Senator 
Kerjieth  Wherry,  Republican  of  Nebraska,  left  tonight  after  a  three  day  visit. 

He  said  his  investigations  in  the  European  ther.trc  had  more  than  ever 
convinced  hiri  that  the  Arr.iy  would  mrk.e  a  better  job  of  supplying  food  nnd 
rehabilitation  goods  thaji  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Adnin- 
istration  had  ever  been  able  to  do.    During  a  quick  side  trip  to  Prague 
he-got  some  first  hand  reports  on  the  UxTPRA' s  operation  there  and  the  general 
problem,  of  requests  for  financial  rjid  other  assistance  that  had  been  made  for, 
the  coming  year*  ■  • 


(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
in  today's  N.Y.  Tiroes.) 
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Ytou  Ne^T  York  Tines,  Dec,  U'—' 

DAISY  G-HOUP  OPPOSES  LOwER  MILK  TARIEFS-Syracuse-Dairy  leaders  in  the 
NoT7  York  Dilkshed  took  a  firm  stand  today  against  any  ncTT  foreif'^n  trade  agree— 
D.ents  that  vrould  loiTer  tariffs,  and  asked  for  trade  larz  protection  of  milk  and 
nilk  products.  •-  ^ 

The  action  trJcen  "by  delegates  attending  the  annual  rceting  of  \:he 
Metropolitan  Cooperative  M  Ik  Producers  Bargaining' Agency,  Inc.,  \7hich  claims 
forty  seven  cooperatives  in  Ugw  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Vemont  as  rerbers. 


DISTILLER  BUYING  STREl^GTIIENS  CORK-Chi  cage -Buying  of  corn  futures  in  the 
last  fen  da.ys  has  hoen  in  connection  vzith  sales  of  the  cash  article  to 
distillers.    Local  handlers  cohfirned  over  50C),000  hushcls  had  been  sold  in 
the  Ir.st  tv70  days  and  that  bids  T7ere  in  the  narkot  for  additional  quantities. 

Although  i't  vras  not  knovrn  generally  that  there  had  been  a  big  business  in 
cash  corn,  prof essionaJ.  scntircnt  ir/as  none  bullish  than  recently  and  prices 
noved  up  around  1  cent  in  the  early  trading  on  the  Board  of  Trade  today.  The 
best  figures  Tzcre  not  maintained  due  to  selling    in  anticipation  of  the 
enba.rgo  on  export  freiglit  that  T/a.s  issued  later  in  the  day.     Closing  trades 
were  4  to  5/2  cent  higher  a  bushel  than  Monday^  s  close.      Wheat  ha.d'  a.  range 
of  2  cents  and  finished  l/S  cent  louer  on  January  and  3/^  cent  to  1  l/S  cents 
higher  on  the  deferred-  deliveries,    Oats  were      cent  higher  to  l/S  cent  lower 
and  barley  was  unchanged'  to      cent  higlier. 


COTTON  MARKET  UP  2S  TO' '^9  POINTS-Aftor  sone  irregularity  early,  the 
cotton  futures  na,rket  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exbhange  rallied  yesterday  and 
closed  steady  at  net  gains  of  28  to  points. 


REPORTS  PRICE  RISE  IN  EOOD  AND  CLOTHING-^ashington-Eood  and  clothing  prices 
on  Nqv,  26  were  an  a-vcrage  of  1  percent  higher  than  they  were  the  week  of  Nov, 
11,  the  La^bor  Departuent '  s  Burea^;  of  La.bor  Sta.tistics  reported  toda.y. 

The  advance  in  food  prices  between  Nov,  12  and  Nov,  2d  was  led  by  butter, 
poultry  and  canned  fruits  ,  and  vegeta.bles,  according  to  the  bureau' s  food  study 
in  twelve  cities.     Clothing  prices,  as  checked  in  four  cities,  showed  rises  of 
fron  two  tenths  of  one  percent  to ' 3«3  percent,  • 

Butter  T>rices  went  up  in  a^ll  cities,  reported,  iDut  no  prices  of  Dore  than  $1 
a  pound  were  found.     Chicken  prices  rose  in  seven  cities  a,t  a  tine  when  there  is 
usually  a  seasonal  decline,  the  highest  price  rise,  of  seven  cents  a  pound,  occur 
ing  in  Lqs  Angeles,  .  '  ' 

Canned  peach,  prices  rose  in  ten  cities,  canned  tonato  prices  in  eight 
cities.    Fresh  green  beans  rose  sharply  in  nine  cities  and  canned  green  beans 
also  increased.    Egg  prices  were  higher  in  seven  cities,  topped  by  Boston  where 
consuiiers  on  the  a.verage  paid  6-|-  cents  Dore  a  dozen  eggs  a.t  the  end  of  the 
week  than  at  its  start.     Clothing  price  increases  were  largely  for  such  scarce 
articles  as  ncn's  suits,  nen' s  business  shirts  and  shoes*    Hosiery  also  advajicod 
as  a  result,  the  Labor  Departr.ent  said  of  higher  ceiling  prices  grcnted  to 
nanuf acturers  during  the  la-st  nonth  of  price  control. 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce^    December  U  — 

.  DAILY  INDEX  -riAINS  SLIGHTLY       COTTON,  POODS  ADVA.NCE  -  The  commodity  price 

level  rose  sli^-htly  yesterday,  gathering  strength  from  advances  in  raw  cotton,  and 
food  prices. 

Gaining  .5  points  for  the  day,  The  Journal  of  Commerce  daily  index  rose  tp 

261.9.  ...  ... 

Cotton  futures  c^dvanced  ..o  to  50  points  on  the  i:ew  York  Cotton  Exchange,  .  .- 
Highlighting  thf^  advance  in  the  food  group  were:    Butter,  up         cocoa,  up 

27  points. 

Limiting  the  rise  in  this  group  i^vas  the  continued  decline  in  lard  prices  to 
26^  a  pound. 

Wholesale  meat  prices  were  steady  for  the  '-'ay  taut  live  stock  at  the  prLnary 
Chicago  market  displayed  milled  price  movements.  Hogs  dropped  25^  to  50'^:  in  a  weak 
market,  which  paid  daily  top  of  |25  sparingly.  Cattle,  hov^ever,  rose  50^  to  a- top 
price  of  ^^33.50  lor  .good  and  choice  grades. 


•COTTON  PRO'JUCTION  FOR  19^6-A7  ESTIi.lATED  aT  S,U7,000  BALES  -  In  its  final 
forecast  of  cotton  production  for  the  season.  The  Journal  of  Comjuerce  esti- 

mates production  in  the  United  States  at  3,^^7,000  bales  of  $00  pounds  gross  weighc 
each.     This  indicates  a  drop  of  232,000  bales,  or  2.7, per  cent,  over  the  month  of 
November,  accorciing  to  reports  from 'a  selected  list  of  correspondents  in  all  cotton 
States.    Compared  with  the  Governr.ent '  s  Nov.  8  report,  the  new  low  estimate  for  the 
season  shovv's  a  reduction  of  AO, 000  bales,  or  0.5  P-r  cent. 


DECLINE  IN  HIDE  FUTURES  CHECKED  -  .iide  futures  staged  a  partial  recovery  of 
25  to  60  points  on  tlie  Coinmodity  Excha.ige  from  th=  200-point  decline  of  the  previou 
day. 

Tre^de  sources  savv  the  advance  as  a  "necessar;/"  adjustment  correcting  the 
■■"excessive"  losses  inflicted  b-  th"'  previous  d.ay' s  break. 

'Triile  the  ■narket  closed  strong,  finishing  on  or  near  the  highs  for  the  day, 
trading  continued  light.    Contracts  totaled  36  or  1,440,000  pounds. 


R.IPID  STRIDES  :klADE  IN.FUNGICIDE  PRODUCTS  -  Tremendous  strides  in "  insecticide: 
and  fungicides  have  been  made  in  the  last  few  years.     This  has  been  cue,  in  large 
part,   to  the  urgent  wartiiiie  needs  of  the  armed  foi-ces  in  contending  v.'ith  the '  extrem* 
conditions  of  tropical  jungles. 

Damage  by  or  from  all  fonriS  of  micro-organisms  and  fungal  grov;th  substances 
—  Including  mildew  —  and  all  forms  of  sucking,  chewing,  biting,  boring  and  other 
insects  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  through  careful  use  of  new  aids. 

By  the  use  of  a  new  mdlk-like  rubbery  chemical  (derived  from  sulphur  and 
petroleum),  an  active  spray  against  insects  and  fungi  is  fomed,    'Tnen  spraj^ed  on, 
its  rubber-like  base  allows  the  protective  film  to  "grow"  with  the  plait,  resisting 
dew  and  rain. 


LINSEED  OIL  -  No  further  allocations  of  Argentine  linseed  oil  have  been  made 
to  crushers.    Meanwhile  the  spot  position  of  the  juar.ket  remains  lirm.     Although  oil 
is  not  being  offered  in  the  open  market,  iu  is  believed  that  some  crusliers  might 
possibly  entertain  bids  at  quoted  pric.es  and  some  replacement  oil  may  be  had  for  us( 
in  paints. 

(Turn  to  page  L  for  other  items  from.      _  _  _  ^       ^.       .   .-^.^nc  / o 
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From  the  Ne'vv  York  Journal  of  Co/nmerce^  December  L  (Cont.)  - 

S0Y3E.Hi:^r  3UVPLIES--  *^rld  soy  bean  production  for  1946  ^vill  be  534,300,000  bu,, 
compared  vvlth  543>200,000  bu.  in  1945  and  a  prewar  avsra/?;e  of  459,800_,0O0  bu.  This 
increase  is"  accounted  for  lai-gely  by  the  increase  in  Iviorth  American  output,  altnough 
China's  crop  is  only  slightly  smaller  than  prev\;ar.  '   .  ^ 


SUG.-i?L  E;.v?OitTS  CCirflMUE  -  Sugai-  will  not  be  affected  by.  the  export  embargo., 
^-.tlantic  ^oast  refiners  are  still  lilling  orders  against  previous  allocations 
One  sugar  com.pany  urges  that  ;ve  had  better  not  let  go  of  sugai'  controls  for  another 
yeai--.  Continuation  of  Seatrain  service  to  New  Orleans  '.-ould  help  to  offset  Cuba's 
suL^ar  ba.p-  shortage  in  1947-».  '  ■ 

♦ 

GA^■'^■-D  FOODS  -  Sharply  lower  _;:.)rices  are  naned  for  citrus  products  from  Florida 
i-ihile  Texas  canner  announces  opening  prices  on  grapefruit  juice  and  segments. 
Hav/aiian  pineapply  oacker  also  naines  prices  on  his  proo.ucts. 


FLOUR'  -  Further  downward  adjustment  in  Yvlieat  flour  prices  is  braked  hj  con- 
tinued weakness  in  millfeeds^  thus  preventing  flour  prices  froid  shovving  fully  the 
effects  of  the  losses  in  wheat  values  .   .   .  iviill  offerings  -continue  limited,  -njid 
m:j.inly  lor  distant  shipment. 


COFFEE  -  Coffee  is  slightly  firaer  vdth  cost  and  freight  offers  about  1/4^^  a 
pound  above  the  previous  close.    Futures  giv^  up  early  gains  to  end  about  unchanged. 


OTHER  i'ETJS  -  receipts  of  live  ooultiy  Fell-cleared  ,   .   .  xT'ade  in  dressed 
poultry/  slov;  .   .   ,  Further  i,-veakening  of  lettuce  values  ,   .   .  Strav^/berry  arrivals 
gaining  .   «   .  Sutter  firmer  ,   .   .  SyvIss  ci.eese  inquiry  f.iir  .   .   .  luarl-'ot  for  eggs 
steadier  ,  '.  .  /ictivity  in  black  pepper  subsides  .   .   .  Distributors  o.ffering  Persian 
dates, 

  i^i 

From  the;  Ncv«  York  .7all  Street  Journal,  December  4  - 

PLaNIS  L.UST  shut  DOkP  -  >!ILLIOyS.X  JCPIESS  A3  P.^IL  FRZilSHT  IS  BANKED  -  The 
Sovernuent  has  chosen  to  bring  quick  paro.lysis  to  ..-American  Indus tiy  —  doomed  other- 
■/vise  to  shrivel  slov.iy  for  lack  of  coal. 

The  railroads  have  enough  coal  on  hand  to  handle  normal  loads  for  perhaos  27 
more  days,,    but  the;;-  v;ere  ordered  to  stop  hauling  most  frei'fht  for  export  as  of  last 
midnight  and  the  great    ulk  of  d.omt:stic  freight  tomorrov>'  night.     (For  details  of  the 
Interstate  ComT.irce  Gomaission  embargo  order  see  page  2) ,  ^-j 

If  these  edicts  arc  not  ivea'-ened  bv  svv'eepin--'-  except ions_,  the  United  States 
r/ill  be  isolated  from  v-.orld  coirmerce;  each  section  of  the  nation  vdll  be  isolated 
from  others:  much  of  .ynericai}  industry,  which  is  geared  to  ofi  rate  with  aluost- 
niraculous  integration,  soon  v.ill  stand  idle. 


It  OEL  St,  Paul  Pioneer  Press,  Hov,  28  — 

PAPil,  IA30R,  BUSIill^SS  IX^TUAL  AID  lELD  YITAL  -  ¥inona,  Minn. -Facing  definit 
declines  in  "both  prices  and  income  in  1947  and  thereafter,  agriculture  v/ill 
need  support  of  "both  lousiness  and  lator  in  its  efforts  to  protect  its  economic 
position  and  maintain  its  productivity,  Alfred  D»  Stedman,  associate  editor  of 
the  St,  Paul  Pioneer  Press  and  Dispatch,   said  in  an  address  to  the  Winona, 
Potary  cluh  here  Wednesday, 

Business  will  need  the  "backing  of  high  agricultural  productivity  and' 
good  farm  income  in  order  to  prosper  in  the  future,   Stedman  said,  and  lahor  is 
intensely  interested  in  continued  a oun dance,  of  food.    Any  decline  in  lahor 
influence  in  "Washington,  he  said,  must  not  mean  that  lator  is  to  "be  depressed 
to  lower  v/age  or  employment  standards.    Maintenance  »f  agricultural  and  ousi— 
ness  prosperity  in  the  United  States  near  their  present  levels,  he  asserted, 
is  possilDle  only  on  the  oasis  of  high  level  emplojTnent  for  lahor  at  good  v/ages^ 

From  Reno  Gazette,  Uov.  22  - 

STIPLIH&  COHTROL  BY  GOTZDRlS-r'aTT  EXT  BY  SP2AKI1R;  FARI'-GRS  TOLD  TO  0RG/IITIZ3 
AHD  OFPSI^T  LABOR-Stating  that  the  stifling  government  controls  of  farmers 
?,nd  small  "businessmen  is  forcing  the  United  States'  into  conditions  paralleling 
those  existant  in  prewar ■  Germany,  George  H,  V^ilson,  director  of  the  American 
Parm  Bu.reau  federation  teday  told  the  delegates  to  the  ITevada  state  farm 
hureau^  s  annual  convention  that  the  hope  of  the  nation  lies  v/ith  the  county's 
farm.ers*  v 

^G-overnmental  controls  will  kill  agriculture  and  throttle  the  small 
businessmen  if  we  let  them  continue,"  he  said,  ^  .      '  . 

Mr,  ¥ils«n  also  condemmeci  the.  strangle  h*9ld  held  "by  lahor  groups'  upon 
industry  and  government,  and  *aid  that  v/ith  the  unions  in  jDCi^/er  in  opposition 
t«  the  iDest  interests  of  the  Qcnsumer,  lahor  itself  is  among  the  los-ers. 

He  asked  that  an  «rgani zastion  of  farmers  should  T3e  formed  to  counteract 
the  pressure  policies  of  laljor^. 

Prom  Chicago  Defender,  ITov,  30  -      ■.  ■ 

PLAGUE]  OR  BiwSSIiiG-;  PABLrLA^OH  BO;f-S  TO  MACEIilSS-De spite  the  fact  that 
Agriculture  Department  estimates  say  five  million  farm  workers  v/ill  h^  re- 
placed "by  mechanical  cotttn'jickers  and  other  modern  equipment  in  the  South 
during  the  next  five  years,'  aany  leader-s,  xTegro  and  white,  feel  that  mechanized 
farming  will  "be  4  "blessing  to  the  Southern  Hegro, 

Most  "base  their  opinions  in  destruction  of  the  near  slave  status  ©f 
Hegroes  under  the  plantation- sharecropper  system,  whi.ch  mechanization  "bids 
fair  to  eliminata,     Tiiroughout  the  cotton  "belt,   educators,  "businessmen, 
pu"blishers  and  farmers  see  a  lo'^.n  in  an^'  change :.vhich  v/ill  "break  the  hold  of 
land-lor'^.s  on  ITegro  workers,' 

Less  clear  are  their  ideas  of  what  v/ill  "become  of  displaced  la"bor. 
Demonstrations  have    already  proved  that  a  mechanical  picker  can  do  the  work 
of  75  workers.    Although  the  ne^r  machines  have  not  appeared  in  volumie  in  the 
South,-  an  excellent  fare cas^t  is  given  "b^-  the  effect  of  tractors  and  flame 
cultivators,  v/hi«h  have  already  displaced  thousands  of  workers. 
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From  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  Hov,  22  ~ 

S-JGA-R-TCO  -LOiTG  DSlAY^lUildi.tor ial-Wi th  nothing  tut  sugar  to  ration,  the 
San  Francisco  district  office,  •f-  OPA  is  advising  apx^licants  for  sugar  stamps 
that  it  v.dll  take  10  days  to  issue  thoB  a.  new  ration  "book  or  replace  a  lost 
or  Dutilated  hook.  Actually,  the  0?A  says,  a  citizen  gets  his  hook,  in  three  or 
four  days,  as  a  rule,  hut  to  pla,y'  safe  and  avoid  disappointment  he' s  told 
it  will  take  10. 

lifhichever  it  is,  10  days  or  3  days,  it  is  too  long, '  The  transaction 
should  he  irtre  expeditious,     OPA  officials  say  they  are  under-staffed  to 
"handle  the  huge  volumfe  of  sugar-ration  applicantions    which'.'has  fallen  upon 
the  district  office  since  the  aholition  of  the  last  of  the  local  OPA  hoards. 
•This  suggests  need  of  correction  in'Vashingtcn,     Here  is  one  case  where  per- 
sons should  he  added  to,  not  suhtracted  from,   the  government's  pay  roll,  A 
citizen  should  not  he  compelled,  hy  under- staffing,  had  national  planning, 
or  any  other  cause,   to  v^ait  three  or  four  days  for  the  starn-^s  he  needs  to 
huy  necessary  food. 

From  iTa,shville  Tenne sse'ean,  Kov,  26  - 

HSIGiL-HO  FOH  0LE0-3di torial-^Iargarine  is  hehind  the  tax  eight-hall 
hecause  hutter  had  enough  political  friends  to  protect,  it  from  cheap  compe- 
tition. Margarine  v/ill  get  from  hehind  this  hall  hy  winning  enough  friends  to 
•remove  the  punitive  federal  and  state  taxes  raised  .^gainst  it,  l^Ianufacturers 
of  margarine  should  hear  that  in  mind  as  they  ready  themselves  for  another  try 
in  the  liightieth  Congress,     Skyrocketing  prices  of  oleo,   coming  at  a  time  when 
cttton  is  on  the  skids  and  S03'  oil  is  n«  more  than  holding  its  owny.  are  not 
the  hest  means  •f  making  friends  and  .irJ'luencing  loeople. 

On  tlie  hasis  of  sheer  economic  Ju^^tice,   there  can  he  nothing  said  ill 
defense  of  the  federal  tax  of  ten  cents  a  pfund  on  aolored  oleo.     The  da.iry 
interests  did  not  improve  their  case  hy  running  hutter  out  of  reach  of  mil- 
lions— for  ninety-five  cents  a  pound  does  put  hutter  out  of  reach  of  most  of 
the  nation, 

Margarine  hehavior  in  this  instance  refl-ected  no  higher  generalshijp. 
In  1939  tutter  wa,s  selling  for  twenty-six  cents  and  eleo  f»r  nine  cents.  Unde 
price  control  they  were  ahout  douhlC  'the  prewar  figures.    .IVhcn  hutter  ran  wild 
clc#  promptly  we.it  into  hiding  and  reappeared  in  due  time  at  forty— six  cents* 
V/ha't  has  heen  said  of  hutter  m.ay  he  said,  of  tleo— ^it  can  stand  on  its  own 
m.erits  if  it  remains  vdthin  the  price  reach  of.  the  great  hody  of  consuii^ers. 

From "'¥ater town  Times,  ITov,  25  -  '    •.  , 

•SUBPLUS  P0a:L.'03S  AmLAKLS  TO  FAmiiRS  FOR"  STOCK  FISB*  Pulaski-Area 

t 

farmers  are  now  ohtaining  surplus  potatoes  for  livestock  feed  fr«m  Gsv/e-go 

•  ounty  potato  grov/ers,  J»  Fred  Bradford,  chairman  of  the  a.^rri cultural  conserve 

tion  -com-mittee,   sadd  toda^^,  ■  ,  - 

Livestock  feeders  pay  20  cents  a  hundredweight  for  the  sijurplus  potatoes 
and  get  the  potatoes  from  the  growers'  farms,    Mr^  Bradford'  added. 

Interested  fa.rmiers  should  contact  the  agricv.l tural  cohrserva.t ion  office. 
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DAILY  FAm  NE^;:S  DIGEST  "U.^.  DEP/iRTHENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  December  5,  1946)  ^  "     "      L^^^Q  |     OFFICE  OF  INFOmiATION 

,  ,       7     ■ '  .  I      V'.^shington  2$,  D.i' 

a  .  -  1 0  /-vis  .,4,  I 

(The  nevrspap^^^' ;arid  magazines  from  v;lich  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  ii^^iteosi^.^MA'. '  "-Pli^^iri^X^fJi^ Harrison  at  DU31 . ; 

From  New  York  Times ^  Dec.  5  - 

I'lEN  TO  STAY  OUT,  L:  TTLE  HOPE  FOR  !IORE  FUEL-Pittsburgh-mth  i.ndustrial 
plants  shutting  doi/m  throughout  the  country  ur.der  the  impact  .of  the  coal  shortage 
and  its  attendant  railroad ' freight  embargo,  coal  operators  admitted  gloomily  that 
they  saw  no  immediate  hope  for  getting  the  mj.ners  back  to  work. 


LA  GUARDIA  ORDERS  FOOD  COMPROIIISE-Lake  Success-F.  H.  La  Guardia,  Director 
General  of  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration,  revealed 
today  a    last-minute  compromise  on  his  original  proposal  for  the  creation  of  a 
^^400,000,000  emergency  food  fund  to  solve  the  1947  food  crisis  after  the  UMRA 
goes  out  of  existence  at  the  end  of  the  year.    His  original  plan  was  categorically^ 
opposed  by  the  United  States,  which  favors  bilateral  arrangements  for  the  handling 
of  relief  in.  the  future. 

His  compromise  proposal  modified  his  ori^^nal  plan  by  substituting  for 
the  food  fund  an  emergency  food  board  Y.rith  three  principal  functions.  These 
yrould  bet 

(1)  To  review  the  1947  needs  for    financing  food  imports  to  the  extent 
that  they  cannot  be  met  by  other  means  after  the  ©JRRA's  end, 

(2.)  To  make  such  recommendations  of  financial  assistance  as  might  be 
required  to  meet  the  needs  existing  as  a  result  of  foreign- ex change  difficulties 
that  carjiot  be  dealt  v/ith  by  existing  agencies, 

■ (3)  To  inform  Governments  as  to  the  allocations  of  resources  that  they 
make  available  for  relief  purposes  on  the  basis  of  need  and  free  from  political 
considerations , 


ORR  PLAN  SEEN  DOOI'IED-".'ashington-S .  I',  j3ruce,  chairman  of  the  preparatory 
commission  of  the  United  Nations'  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization,  indicated 
today  that  proposals  for  a  world  food  board  T-ere  considered  too  impracticable 
and  its  objectives  might  have  to  be  achieved  "by  a  slightly  different  route." 

Mr,    iruce's  statement  was  the  first  semi-official  admission  that 
recomm.endations  by  Sir  John  Boyd  Orr,  director  general  of  the  FAO,  for  an  in- 
ternational agency  for  aiding  the  production  and  distri'mtion  of  food  and 
stabilizing  prices  hagl  been  virtually  abandoned  by  the  FAG  commission  meeting 
here  since  October. 


DKivLAl^D  U.S.  ACT  ON  SUG/Ru  SUPPLY-'.' ashington-Three  men  representing  twenty-one 
sugar  consumj-ng  industry  associations  today  presented  a  petition  to  Clinton  P. 
Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  asking  return  of  United  States  sugar  supplies 
to  prei-ar  level.    The  sugar  leaders  ?rere  Harold  0,  Smith  of  the  National  Con- 
fectioners Association,  J.  M.  Creed  of  the  American  Bakers  Association  and  O^Neal 
M,  Johnson  of  the  National  Association  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers, 

(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items  -  -  -  - 
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From  Bev!  York  Times ^  December  5  - 

CANNED  FOOD  USE  GAINS-Philadelphia-^'he  nation's  consumption  of  canned 
foods  has  nearly  doubled  since  1941  and  is  mounting  steadily,  Fred  A.  Stare, 
president  of  the  National  Oanners  Association,  said  today. 


SUGAR  RATION  FIGHT  ENDS-OPA  DAIRY  auREE  TO  DlSklbSAL  Ot  ORDEi.  PiRILlNG 
PROGRAI'I-T  as hingt on- Justice  Jennings  Bailey  oi  the  Federal  District  Court  dismiss^ 
today  a  temporary  restraining  order  which  in  effect,  would  have  abolished  the 
Office  of  Price  Administration's  sugar  rationing  program. 

Justice  Bailey  dismissed  the  order  by  mutual  consent  of  Faple  Leaf  and  the 
OPA  after  they  reached  a  settlement  out • of  court. 

The  dairy  head  complained  that  CPA's  allotment  of  sugar. ration  stamps  on 
a  historical  basis  ivas  discriminatory. 


U,S.  CHAl'tBER  OF  COM'iEFtCE  GROUP  BACKS  TARIFF  RISE  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  1¥ 
FARi'IERS-Y'ashington-The  possibility  that  tariffs  on  agricultural  products  Yvdll 
have  to  be  raised  soon  to  protect  /'meric3,n  farmers  from  unfair  .com.pet iti on  was 
suggested  today  by  the  Agricultural  Committee  of  the.  Chamber,  .of  Commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

"At  no  time  in  the  last  hundred  years,"  the  committee  repprted,  "have  con- 
ditions been  so  favorable  as  at  present  for  an  expansion  :of  the  import  trade 
particularly  in  competitive  agricultural  products.  .  . 

"These  favorable  conditions  may  mean  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  traditional  policy  of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  protection 
for  agriculture  may  undergo  more  or  less  substantial  modification." 

The  danger  of  imports  im.pairing  livi_ng  standards  in.  this  country  may 
be  further  aggravated  by  impending  negotiations  of  further  tariff  cuts,  as 
authorized  by  the  Trade  Agreements  Act,  the  committee  suggested,  .. 


GRAIN  MARKET  LED  BY  Ji-JfUiJiY  CORN-Ciiic ago-Buying  of  Jcjiuary  corn  by  cash  an. 
elevator  interests  was  accompanied  \,oday  by  reports  that  the  Government  v/as  in  th^ 
market  for  additional  supplies  of  that  grain  for  shipment  from  the  Atlantic  Copst, 
These  followed  purchases;  at  the  Pacific  Coast  said  to  have  been  600,000  bushels 
of  shipment  to  Japan  and  Korea. 

The  price  of  January  corn  was  lifted  2  cents  a  bushel  in  early  trading  tod; 
on  the  Board ,  of  Trade.  Later  hedging  pressure  develo^^ed  and  wi.th  profit-taking 
caused  a  reaction,  with  the  .close  1  l/8  cents  higher,  '-^-'he  deferred  months  were 
changed.  Y/heat  was  nervous  ?7ithin  a  fair  range  and  closed  1  l/P  cents  lower  to 
5/8  cent  higher.  Oats  were  3/ A  cent  higher  to  1/8  cent  lovvcr.  Barley  finished 
unchanged  to  -J  cent  lower,  ■  '  ■  ■ 


PRICES  5T.UCTUATE  ON  COTTON  P'ARKET-Fluctuating  over  a  fairly  mde  range  due 
to  the  uncertainty,  over,  the  coal  strke  develoments ,  the  cotton  futures  market  on 
the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  closed  yesterday  20  points  hif:her  to  2  points  lovrer 
than  on  Tuesday. 
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From  the  New  York  o^ournal  of  Co;rjnerce,  December  3  - 


SENSITIVE  PRICE  IN'DEX  FIRM  -  The  com;Tiodity  mrkets  displa^/ed  mixed  price 
movements  under  the  pall  of  uncertaintv  cast  upon  the  industrial  picture  by  the  un- 
resolved coal  strike. 

'%ile  the  ovsr-all  tone  of  the  coii^nodity  price  level  "v^-as  firm,  sharp  losses  i: 
hog  prices  at  Chicago  sufficed  to  ILmit  the  advance  in  The  Journal  of  Comnerce  daily 
index  to  .2  point.     The  index  for  the  day  was  262,1, 


GH.U.'BER  SAYS  IIvIPORTS  OUTLOOK  E:^T  IN  CENTURY, Washington  (aP)  .  -  A  United  State; 
Chamber  of  Coitimerce  report  said  today  that  conditions  for  increased  imports,  particu- 
larly in  competitive  farm  products,  are  more  favorable  than  at  any  time  in  a  century. 

Prepared  by  the  chainber' s  agriculture  committee,  the  statement  said  it  is 
possible  txhat  such  products  as  butter  may  be  Lticorted  from  ^rope  before  the  short-, 
age  there  is  alleviated  in  order  to  provide  European  purchasinsr  oov.'er  for  other  com- 
m.oditie  s , 

The  cominittee  cited  a  report  that  Holland  exporters  recently  arranged  for  a 
shipment  of  potatoes  to  Brazil  ■.-■hsn  potatoes  vjere  a\'vaiting  shipm.ent  to  Europe  from 
this  country. 


SACCHARIN  PINCK  TO  LAST  6  iiDNTHS  -  Vath  supplies  at  their  lowest  point  since 
before  the  war,  no  substantial  relief  for  the  shortage  of  saccharin,  svreetening  agent 
and  substitute  for  sugar,  is  loreseen  by  m.anuf ac turers  and  dealers  in  less  than  six 
months. 


NAVAL  STORES  -  The  unpredictable  Savannah  gUiH  turpentine  price  rose  yester- 
day from  1.29  per  gallon  to  1.33  per  gall  f .  o.  b.  Southern  shipping  point.  Large 
New  York  dealers  point  o^t  that  the  previous  high  p'rice  of  l.^Oi  did  not  bring  large 
quantities  of  turpencine  on  to  the  miarket,     -hey  feel  that  good-sized  stocks  are 
still  being  withheld  but  m.ake  no  predictions  as  to  what  price  will  be  necessary-  to 
draw  these  holdings  into  the  open,  '  " 


HOG  ilARKET  -  Closing  hog  prices  at  Chicago  were  mostly  ^Oi  to  75f  lower,  Cne 
load  obtained  ^2/^.30  out  the  practical  top  was  $24.65,  compared  with  ,,,25  t'le  previous 
day. 

Salable  receipts  in  that  market  aiPiOunted  to  10,000  head, 'while  direct  con- 
signments aggregated  6,000  head. 

The  principal  vJestern  markets  received  81,400  head,  compared  with  96,000  a 
vear  ago,  making  a  total  for  the  we.ek  to  date  of  317,800  head,  com.pared  with  276,000 
during"  the  saine  period  last  week  and  310,500  for  the  same  period  last  year. 


FROZEN  FOOD  CAI.-TAIGN  -  The  i^jationai  Association  of  .<rozen  rood  distributors 
urges  an  over-all  frozen  food  industry  promotion  .and  educational  prograir.  to  push  sales 
of  frozen  foods,  e.nd  auggests  that  an  initial  "kitty"  of  1^1,000,000  would  not  be  too 
much  to  start  with  in  view  of  proposed  packs  of  500,000,000  pound-s  .of  fruits  and 
vegetables  alone  in  1947. 
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From  the  New  ^ork  Journal  of '  Coj-niPierce ,  December  5  (Cojit,)  - 


FUTURES  REGULATION  ^SKED  3Y  F..R.IERS  -Manguu:!,  Okla.^  -  Sstablishnent  of  a  ; 
permanent  national  organization  to  regulate  trading  in  futures  on  cotton  exchanges 
and  boards  of  trade  i^vas  urged  in  resolutions  passed  at  a  regional  meeting  of  the 
Oklahoma  Cotton  ^-irowers  j-issociation  Nov,  30  in  an  effort  to  prevent  another  cotton 
market  break, 

A  special  cojiLTiittee  is  scheduled  to  meet  Dec.  14  to  dravj  up  a  constitution, 
and  by-laws  for  the  natioiial  organization  which  is  expected  to  include  cotton,  corn 
and  grain  producers. 

The  resolutions  adopted  Saturday  were: 

That  the  Depax tments  of  Agriculture  and  Justice  be  asked  to  make  a  thorough 
investigation  of  cotton  exehanges  and  board  of  trade  to  determine  actual  trading  in 
futures  markets;  and  that  an  effort  be  m.ade  to  determine  if  high  Government  official 
and  members  played  the  miar^-'et. 

That  Congress  pass  legislation  placing  all  control  of  cotton  eyxhaiiges  and; 
boards  of  trade  directly  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Agric  'lture_, 
that  the  nuiiiber  of  bales  of  cotton  or  bushels  of  grain  sold  in  any  one  day  by  one 
trader  be  ILmited  and  that  fluctuations  be  liinited  to  ^2  a  bale  for  cotton  or  per 
bushel  on  grain. 

That  the  oecretary  of  Agriculture  iinmediately  write  a  new  parity  formula, 
taking  in  the  rising  cost  of  living  and  production,  vath  a  recommendation  that  92^^^  ■ 
per  cent  of  parity  be  30$  per  pound  for  15-16  inch  m-iddling  cotton. 


FLOUR  -  Flour    values  e:chibit  more  stability  on  firmer  cash  wheat  markets, 
continued  heaviness  in  mill  feeds  and  dislocations  of  production  schedules  resulting 
from  the  scarcity  of  boxcars. 


i 


OTH  ]R  IIaRIvETS  -  Live  broilers  stronger  despite  slow  movemient  ,   .   .  Greater 
stability  to  torn  turkey  market  reported  ,   ,   .  '^'uality  of  eggplants  lowered  b-'"  cold 
snap  .   ,   .  Ivlore  liberal  cheese  supplies  ,   .   ,  Eggs  irregular  .   .   .  Butter  higher 
but  trade  slow  .   .   ,  Small  purchases  of  --irriba  cocoa  reported  .   ,   .  Black  pepper  ■ 
supplies  ease  as  several  steam.ers  arrive  .   ,   ,  Som.e  raisin  prices  reported  easing^. 


OTHER  NEVS  ~  The  ^mxcrican  housewife  controls  the  nation's  food  habits,  'WhichJ 
have  changed  rapidly  during  the  past  few  years,  NC.h' s  Carlos  Cam.pbell  tells  Tri- 
State  Packers  .-Early  p3.yment  for  November  milk  asked  by  market  adninist  rat  or. 


From,  the  Nev;  York  '.;;all  Street  Journal^.  Decem.ber  ^  - 

END  OF  PRICE  CONTROLS  IS  SaVING  'T.aF.:^fERS  BILLION  IN  SUBSIDIES-Washington  - 
The  passing  of  the  great  era  of  "subsidies"  is  plunking  a  billion  or  more  dollars 
back  into  Uncle  Sam's  poc  et.  .  The  biggest  surgical  opei'ation  on  subsidy  ex-, 

p-^nditures  comes  v.dth  txhe  passing  of  price  control,.    In  the  O.P.A.  iixtension  Act 
passed  early  this  year  Congress  authorized  a  billion  dollars  in  subsidies  just  to 
help  the  price  controllers  control,     ^t  le.-.st  spSOO  million  of  that  vvill  nov^  never  bl 
paid  out ,  •  , 

The  case  of  meat  is  the  star  ey:ajnple^     In  the  19A.6  fiscal  year.  Congress  set 
aside  a  neat  sun  of  arcund  -,^700  million  lo  subsidize  meat. 

But  m.eat,  though  most  publicized,  v;asn' t  the  only  food  that  cost  taxpayers 
millions  under  the  subsidy/  orog-rajTi,    Over  45oG  million  was  appropriated  for  dairy^ 
product  subsidies  in  the  past  fiscal  '^ear,    Flour  subsidy  funds  came  to  421-5  million. 
Now  these  are  gone  with  the  wind,  '    xp^y^^  p.in-e.qt  2(^nS-A^~A 


-  5- 


From  Atlanta  Constitution,  ilov,  29  -* 

PAPi-SaS  V/ILL  UIIDEF.  GOP  HuLZCEdi tori al- Sen.  Dick  Hussell  has  nost 

adeq^uately  refuted  professed  spokesmen  of  Southern  farmers  who  have  "been 
chorting. over  the  recenr  Hepuhlican  congressional  victories. 

Some  of  these  self-a.nointed  messiahs,   even  the  ones  who  for  years  have 
iDeen  running  on  Democratic  tickets,  have  opined  openly  that  GOP  control 
v;ill  he  a  good  thing  for  farmers,  even  though  they  live  in  the  solid  South. 

Sen.  Hussell  thinks  o ther^-d se.    And  v/ith  good  reason  and  preceder^t, 

"¥e  have  ofttimes  hsid  things  to  conrplain  aoout  under  the  Democratic 
administration,  hut  under  it  the  Southern  farmer  had  a  much  "better  deal  than 
can  reasonaoly  he  expected  under  a  Hepuhli can  administration,"  he  told  the 
G-eorgia  Parm  Burea,u  Federation  recently  in  I-Iacon,     "For  example,   the  sec- 
tional crops-  of  cotton  and  peanuts  hs.ve  fared  hetter  in  national  legislation 
than  theh  are  likely  to  fare  in  the  next  tv/o  years.    Under  the  Democrats,  the 
commodity  loan  on  cotton  v/as  fixed  at  99^-  percent  of  -jarity,  a  higher  rate 
than  v/as  allowed  any  other  crop.    It  v/ill  he  difficult  to  hold  such  advan- 
tages in  the  future." 

Let  Southern  farmers  not  he  fooled. 

however  much  the  cause  fo  complaint  under  Democratic  rule,  Depuhlican 
control  mil  only  mean  an  even  greater  disregard  for  the  famer' s  v/elfare 
in  genera.l  and  the  Southern  fanmer'  s  v/elfare  in  particular. 

From  Memphis  Commercial  Aiopeal,  Dec,  1  —  " 

TIHB  CCIIPAIIY  DDCHlTIGIAiTS  HmH  OF  PIAITS  DO  K3TU3i"  COIlOI:  TO  COIIrDTIDIVD 
P0SI-I01~  V/IDE  HAyolT— The  fight  tc  retain  vmat  tire  cord  markets  cotton  now 
has  and  to  regain  those  markets  lost  to  rayon  is  continuing,  •  Cotton  has 
heen  the  determining  factor  so  far  in  the  ?;witch  from  cotton  to  rayon — and 
may  he  tha,t  the  -price  factor  can  he  eliminated. 

The  recent  decline  in  cotton  prices  and  the.-  advance  of  rayon  prices 
after  the  removal  of  OPA  regula,tions  have  hrcught  the  two  f ihers  into  closer 
rela.tionship,  and  now  cotton  has  a  new  factor  to  propose — mechanization  and 
lower  production  costs. ■   _       -  . 

'3!he  Hational  Cotton  Council,  which  has  spearheaded  the  campaign  to 
advance  sotton^s  position,  last  v/eek  sponsored  a  meeting  in  Akron  at  which 
technical  representatives  of  nine  of  the  larger  ruhher  companies  sav/  and 
heard  the  story  of  cotton's  pr-«posa.ls« 

The  demonstrations  were  designed  to  show, that  the  new  technological 
advances  in  cotton  to  he  used  in  the  production  of  tires  and  other  ruhher 
goods  at  a  price  advantage  over  rayon  and  other  snythetic  f ihers. 

From  Greenville  iTev/s,  ITov,  26  -  '  . 

COTTOiT  SD'DD  PLAJTS-Dditorial-Eefcre  the  last  war  there  wa.s  some  talk 
ahout  the  need  of  cotton  plants  which  would  -produce  seed  hut  no  iiher„  That 
was  in  the  days  of  large  lint  surpluses  and  growing  needs  for  more  vegetahle 
oils.     Interest  in  this  project  is  reported  to  he  rtiviving,  particularly  in 
Texas  v/here  experiments  are  under  wa^-  to  produce  more  cotton  seed  and  less 
lint  as  means  of  putting'  mxre  m.oney  in  the  cotton  farmer' s  pockets,.    But  the 
thought  occurs  that  unless  lintless  cottcn  can  he  m.ade  to  produce  seed  in 
greater  ahundance  the  land  might  he  hetter  occupies  at  producing  something 
elsoe 
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From  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Dec.  2  -  ■ 

FOOD  AiTD  POLITICS-^di tor ial-The  State  Department  set  its  face 

sternly  against  the  passionate  demands  of  Fiorellp  La  Guardia  for  an  inter- 
national prog-  ram  for  emergency  food  relief  after  the  imminent  demise  of 
UlTEHil,    I-ir,  Byrnes  states  flatly  that  the  United  States  will  give  relief 
only  on  a  unilateral  "basis — or  as  a  political  handout,"  in  ^Ir..  La  G-uardia*  s 
indignant,  phrase^ 

This  stand  will  "be  a  disappointment  to  the  many  Americans,  as  well  as 
others,  who  have  looked  on  relief  as  one  of  the  mor^t  hopeful  fields  for 
demonstrating  international  co-operation.     There  is  no  denying  that  there 
have  "been  .  serious  ahuses .under  UiniEA,  "but  the  question  is  whether_  those 
ahuses  warrant  an  ahandonment  of  all  genuine  co— operative  effort  in  this 
field*    The  State  Dopartmont  argues  v/ith  some  force  that  unilateral  arrange- 
ments can  "be  carried  out  more  efficiently,  hut  there  is  also  at  stake  the 
strengthening  of  the  international  machinery  hy  which  it  is  hoped  to  es- 
tablish a  more  peaceful  world, 

From  Worcester  Telegram,  ISTov,  26  —  - 

POTATO. PSOTSST-A  few  weeks  ago  James  C^,  Patton,  president  of  the 
ITational  Farmers  Union^   declared  that  a  return  to  the  i^ew  Deal  theory  of  a 
doctrine  of  scarcity  had  already  "begun  under  the  U.S.  Departm.ent  of  Agri- 
culture.   Ke  accused  the  department  of  instituting  such  a  policy  in  ordering 
a  reduction  in  the  potato  crop,  a  recuction  presuma"bly  ordered  t'o  avoid 
a  surplus,  and  the  cu'bsequent  picture  of  potatoes  rotting,  unwanted,   on  the 
ground,. 

ITow  the  potato  growers  of  two  Long  Island  "potato  counties,  "  have 
protested  to  Washington  again-st  a  curtailment  order  against  them.  These 
growers  have  "been  ordered  to  reduce  their  acreage  "by  23  per  cent  next  year, 
or  "be  ineligi'ble  f®r  the  gsvermncnt—price  support  program, 

Without  an  intensive  study  of  the  potato  cituati'^n  one  would  he  at  a 
complete  loss  to  explain  \vhy  one  county  must  cut  its  crops  drastically, 
and  another  less  drastically,  and  why  some  farmers  miast  reduce  their  their 
crops  23  per  cent,  while  the  national  average  reduction  is  only  two  per  cent, 
"but  even  the  layman  may  wonder  v/hy  there  must  he  any  crop  reduction  at  all 
under  present  conditions.     When  potatoes  were  found  rotting  in  Rhode  Island, 
there  v;ere  authorities  v/ho  pointed  out  that  they  could  have  hcen  dehydrated 
for  shipment  ahroa-d. 

Prom  lancaster  Intelligencer  Journal,  Hov,  26  - 

ITOS'TALG-IC  ICSMOHIEa^ditorial-After  more  than  12  years  of  experimenting, 
pathologists  have  high  hopes  of  reforesting  Pennsylvania  with  huge  stands 
of  chestnut  trees  again. 

So  confident  are  state  authorities  in  a  new  hy"brid,   called  the  ITanking 
chesinut  "blight,   that  Uv-j  experimental '  plot s  will  he  set  out  next  Spring  in 
the  Logan  Forest  of  Huntingdon  csunty,  where  soil  and  atmospheric  conditions 
are  considered  more  fav^^rahle  than  other  sections  of  the  state, 

R,  Lynn  Emerick,  director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Forests,  announ- 
ced his  "faith"  in  the  project,  since  the  hybrid  to  he  used  in  the  experiment 
has  met  with  success  in  southern  tests  made  "by  the  U.S.,  Department  of 
Agricul ture. 
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DAILY  FhBl'l  NEi-S  DIGEST'!  Ct:tRE;ii  '   rrO(.Sv  DEPART]. lENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  December  6,  I9/.6)  I    .  .  r.  .r  ,n  9^™-  INFOmiATION 

>  \  .  1  D  li-{-b      ^    p-'ashington  25,  D.C. 

j  u.  s.  depart[5;&:nt  cr  agriculture  j 

(The  neT;spapert-Aa<i«.aa,gazineiS..«^^  these  agricultural  itens  are 

taken  are  on  file  in  press  Ser^/ice/ Roon  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  Nevr  York  Times  /  December  6  - 

U.S;,  BRITAIN  FIRIvI  ON  RELIEF  AGENCY:  REFUSE  TO  JOIl^  il^Y  i3dhiii)  SET  UP 
BY  U.K. -Lake  Success-The  '^nited  States  ana  Britain  stood  firm  today  in  tneir 
refusal  to  participate  in  an  international  food-allocating  agency  alter 
the  expiration  of  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Reiiabilitation  ^administration 
at  the  end  of  the  year._ 

Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  ijnerican  representative^  pointed  out  thatj  if 
such  a  board  or  agency  were  set  up  by  the  United  Nations,  the  '^nited  States 
vrould  not  'oe  a  member  of  it.    He  spoke  before  the  ^.conomic  and  Financial 
Committee,  which  heard  from  Ake  Opting  of  Norr/ay,  chairman  of  the  drafting 
subcommittee,  the  extent  to  ivhich  the  "nited  States  and  Britain  yere  divided 
from  the  other  nations  on  handling  post  Unrpj^^  relief. 

I.'Ir,  La  Guardia's  compromise  appeared  to  hs,ve  little  chance  of. 

adoption. 


HOIS  G/iRDENING  URGED:  ANDERSON  CaLLS  FOR  HI'lH  LEVEL  OF  PLANT JN:-  IN- 
1947-Washington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  called  today  for  a 
continued  high  level  of  hom.e  gardening  in  1947  so  that  the  aountry  might 
"be  on  the  safe  side"  y-dth  regard  to  food  supply. 

He  told  the  National  Garden  Conference  that  despite  prospects  of 
some  decline  in  demand  for  fcjrm  produce,  his  department  is  asl<ing  farmers 
to  produce  abundant  crops  again  next  year  for  the  samxe  reason, 

"Although  ve  cannot  at  this  time  see  as  great  an  emergency  demand 
of  food  as  during  last  year  and  the  yjar  years,  \iq  believe  it  is  alrays  a 
good  plan  to  be  on  the  safe  side  in  food  production,"  Mr,  Anderson  said^ 


ELfBARGO  TO  UPSET  FLQL  OF  COTTONS-Cotton  textile  distri  oution  vdll 
deteriorate  rapidly  as  a  result  of  the  rail  embargo,  even  tnough  mill 
production  is  able  to  continue  strong  for  at  least  sixty  days,  '..orth  Street 
textile  men  said  yesterday.    Inability  to  get  goods  moving  from  m.ill  to 
finishing  plant  and  thence  into  the  hands  of  manufacturers  irill  leave  all 
levels  of  trade  Y.'ithout  finished  cotton  textiles  other 'than  those  held  in 
inventory,  they  said. 

More  than  75  percent  of  all  cotton  goods  is  moved  by  rail,  according 
to  a  spokesman  for  the  ■'■'^a,tional  Textile  Traffic  Bureau,  and  there  is  sm-.-ll 
likelihood  that  substitute  means  of  transportation  can  be  found, 

(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items      -  -  -  - 
in  today's  N.Y.  Times.) 
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From  Nevj  York  Times,  Dec»  6  -  ,  . 

COAL  STRIKE  CASTS  PALL  OVER  COTTON:  DROP  PRICES        5  TO  21  POINTS 
LOl'IH- Fearing  an  economic  crisis  if  the  coal  strke  is  prolonged,  traders 
in  cotton  futures  on  the  i^ew  York  Cotton  Exchange  were  cautious  and  prices 
declined  5  to  21  points  from  Wednesday's  final  levels'.        •     •  ' 

Sentiment  in  the  market  was  gloomy  all  day.    Rallies  were  feeble. 
Cotton  traders  expressed  the  view  that  even  if  cotton  mills  could  operate, 
they  might  be  forced  to  shut  down  if  they  could  not'  get  rav/  materials  and 
were  forced  to  curtail  shipments  of  finished  good?. 


CORN,  l/TOEiiT'UP  'hITH  BUYING  BRISK-Chicago-Bu^ring  of  ' Jarfuarj^  corn 
and  of  Y;heat  futures  by  cash  interests,  in  connection  w±th  sales  of  ca^h 
com  to  the  Government  a  nd  flour  for  export  gave  the.  grain  markets  a  firm, 
undertone  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  ^  ;  • 

■  Brokers  who  act  for  cash  interests  "i/ere  credited  ivith  buying 
oyer  500,000,  bushels  of  January  corn,  a  large  part  of  Y.'hich  represented 
fresh  sales  to  the  Government  for  last  half  Dec  ember- firt  half  January 
shipment  to  the  Atlantic  Coast,    '^fiQive  was  also  some  buying  attributed  to 
distillers,  v/ho  purchased  as  much  grain  as  possible  for  sh-"pmient'  by  midnight 
tonight  to  beat  the  deadline  on  a  freight  em.bargo. 

Closing  trades  on  January  corn  were  at  the  tor:*  ?dth  a  gain  of 
1  3/S  cents.    The  distant  deli^'^cries  of  that  grain  finished  J  cent  higher 
to  1/8  cent  lower.    I'^heat  finished  at  the  best  prices  and  gained  5/B 
t.0  2j  cents,  the  latter  on  March.   .Oats  Yrere  unchanged  to.  3/4-  cent  higher 
and  barley  uijghar^ed  to  If-  cents  ,,lov/er.  •  T"  ■ 


M'NARNE^^^CAUTIONSJJ.S. 'on  FOOD  NEEDS^ Frankfort  on  the  Main-Gen, 
Joseph  T,  McNarney  warned  today  that  if  the  ^nited  States  embargo  on  rail- 
road'" freight  for  overseas  shipment  resulting  from  the  coal  strike  should 
be  extended' to  food  he  could  see  no  way  to  retain  the  present  food  ration 
irf  Germany  , 

So  far  as  the  position. of  the  occupation  troops  yras  concerned 
the  theatre  commander.'  expressed  his  conviction  tha.t  "their  urgent  needs 
can  be  met  without  too  much  difficulty"  so  long  as  food,  gasoline  and 
oil  Yj-ere  exempted  from  the  embargo. 


GREEK  RELIEF  DRIVE  HEi^DED  BY  HupVEix- Former  President  Herbert  Hoover 
accepted  the  national  chairmanship  of  the  1947  campaign  of  the  Greek  l/.ar 
Relief  Association  to  raise  i!i)12.,000,000  for  relief,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  V.illiam  Helis,  association  president,    '-J^'he  canipaign  mil  start  some  time 
in  January, 

The  drive  ?/ill  collect  fi.inds  to  buy  food  ?nd  clothing  for  the 
needy,  to  finance  an  extensive  medical  program  there  and  to  shelter  war 
orphans . 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of    Commerce^  December  6  - 


PRICE  LEVEL  HOLDS  STEADY  AG.^NST  COAL  STRIKE  CHAOS  -  Despite  the  spreading 
industrial  paralysis  brought  on  by  the  coal  strike,  the  commodity  markets  managed 
•  to  maintain  the  price  level  on  a  fairly  even  keel. 

The  thirty  sensitive  commodity  prices  in  The  Journal  of  Commerce  daily 
"  index  declined  .9  index  points.  .  The  general  index  at  the  end  of  the  day  stood  at 
261.2,  .  , 

Food  prices  were  materially  unchanged  except  for  lard  and  eggs.     The  steady 
decline  in  lard  prices  continued  yesterday  as  that  oil  slid  down  another  one-half 
cent.    Eggs  scored  a  substantial  gain  of  one-half  to  hov;ever. 

In  the  primary  Chicago  live  stock  market,  hog  prices  were  at  a  top  of  ;j)2^.2 
and  cattle'  were  steady  at  ^36.  Meats  v/ere  generally  firm,  maintaining  the  previou 
day' s  levels. 


CHANGE  Ix\^  EXPORT  SUBSIDIES  SEEN  DUE  '-'HEN  FOREIGN  CLOTH  SHORTAGES  CEASE-Wash 
ington  -    If  the  present  subsidy  of  I+t  a  pound  on  exports  of  rav\?  cotton  is  contin- 
ued after  the  shortage  of,  cloth  in  foreign  countries  has  ended,  it  will  apparently 
be  necessary  to  provide  similar  subsidies  on  exports  of  cotton  cloth  from  the 
United  States,  according  to  an  information  digest  prepared  by  the  United  States 
Tariff  Commission  for  use  in  the  forthcoming  trade  agreement  negotiations. 

The  point  is  also  made  that,  should  large  imports  of  cloth  occur  in  such  a 
case,  quantitative  restrictions  or  "compensatory  charges"  would  have  te  be  placed 
on  such  imports.    Authority  for  both  actions  is  to  be  found  under  existing  regula- 
tions, it  was  stated.   ...  ' 


LmfflER  SUPPLIES  SEEl^I  AS  ADEOUATE-I^shington  -  The  total  supply  of  lumber 
produced  this  year  vdll  be  adequate  for ^all  current  essential  requirements,  the 
Commerce  Department  reported  today,  - 

It  said,  however,  there  is  increasing  evidence  of  maldistribution,  even 
though  the  lu^nber  situation  is  highlighted  by  greatly  Improved  production,  particu 
larly  in  the  hardwoods. 


FOOD  PPJCES — NOV/  aND  IN  1947  -  Recent  developments  in  the  processed  foods 
field,  notably  in  carined  foods,  indicate  that  prices  have  passed  their  peak  on 
many  lines  and  that  a  gradual  recession,  now  in  process,  will  continue  until  a 
"trading  basis"  is  established. 

•  "In  some  instances,  however,  processors  are  fighting  the  inevitable,  holding 
on  to  19-^6 'pack  goods  and  planning  to  carry  them  into  the  coming  year,     "liile  such 
procedure  may  prove  profitable  in  the  v;ay  of  reducing  tax  payments  on  19^^^  opera- 
tions, and  may  tend. to  slow  down  the  recession  in  market  values,  it  holds  the  dangs 
of  complicating  19-^^7  acreage  contracting  and  creating  considerable  chaos  during 
the  coming  year. 


HIDE  FUTURES  DECLBJS  IN  LIGHi  TRADIxNG  SESSION  -  Hide  futures  dropped  14  to 
29  points  yesterdajr  in  the  dullest  trading  session  since  the  reopening  of  the  Com- 
modity Exchange. 

Only  three  contracts  v/ere  made  during  the  day,  .  ' 


(Turn  to  page-  U  for  other  items  from 
today's  N.  Y,  Journal  of  Coinmerce.) 
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From  the  Nev/  York  Journal  of  Commerce^  December  6  (Cont.)  - 


LINSEED  OIL  -.No  new  developments  are  presented  in  the  linseed  oil  market. 
Cash  seed  market  at  Minneapolis  ^^'as  lower  yesterday  at  %7  per  bushel  but  since 
crushers  were  encountering*  difficulty  in  obtaining  se-ed  w\hen  the  market  v/as  $7.25 
there  appears  to  be  little  hope  of  any  relief  in  the  situation  m.th  the  market  25^ 
a  bushel  lower. 


'jute  goods  prices  up  during  j'^JEEK  -  Burlap  prices  were  up  this  week  on  un- 
official reports ■  from.  Calcutta  to  the  effect  that  the  .G:overnirient  of  India  would 
end  its  quota  on  the  amount  of  raw  jute  and  manufactured  jute  products  permitted  to 
'be  shipped  to  various  countries^  restoring-  the  commodity  to  a  fully  free  m^arket. 


CONTINUED  STRENGTH  OF  ..  RINT  CLOTHS  FEATUPuE  OF  I^aaRKET  -  Continued  strengiih 
in  th-e  print  cloth  division  of  the  cotton  gray  goods  market  has  marked  trading 
during  the  past  few  days,  with  new  highs  m^ade  on  many  sales  for  spot  and  reports 
that  sales  well  into  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  were  being  closed  at  up  to  25 
per  cent  above  old  ceilings. 

That  the  print  cloth  section  of  the  market  should  provide  the  m.ain  fireworks 
following  decontrol,  does  not  come  as  a  surprise  to  those  who  have  studied  recent 
production  figures.     It  is  estimated  in  reliable  sources  that  the  n'-junber  of  looms 
on  print  cLpths  this  year  will  not  exceed  90,500,  which  is  approximately  35  per 
cent  less  than  the  1Z^0,000  looms  on  these  constructions  in  1939* 

The  steady  drop  in  print  -cloth  yarn  fabric  production  during  the  w^ar  period 
is  evident.  .   ,  , 

The  average  production  for  six  years  is  3,200,000,000  linear  yards  annually 
This  compares  with  actual  1939  output  of  2,999,000,000  yards,  or  an  increase  of 
about  7  per  cent,     iTnile  this  is  about  equivalent  to  the  increase  in  population 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  interLm,  it  does  not  take  into  account  the  la_ge 
diversion  of  print  cloths  to  m.ilitary  use  or  the  increased  demand  arising  from  the 
higher  level  of  purchasing  power. 


YJOOL  GOODS  DELIVERY  FUTURE  CAUSING  ^.IDS  TPjiDE  CONCERN  -  The  freight  embargo 
Tvhich  went  into  effect  today  has  caused  widespread  concern  ainong  wool  goods  manu- 
facturers vjho'  riot  onl^T"  see  a  continuation  of  fabric  deliveries  as  extremely  diffi- 
cult but  are  also  worried  about  securing  future  amounts  of  raw  materials  neceesar^'' 
to  maintain  production  schedules,  trade  sources  ivere  saying  yesterday.   ,   .  • 

AS  far  as  miills  in  the  Boston  and  New  York  areas  are  concerned,  it  v;as  indi- 
cated, deliveries  to  garment  manufacturers  in  these  localities,  although  somiewhat 
lessened,  will  probabl3^  be  maintained  as  long  as  wool  tops  or  yarn,  dyestuffs  and 
other  materials  are  available. 


From  the  Nevj  York  v-Vall  Street  Journal,  December  6  - 


INDUSTRY  CUTS  PRODUCTION  FURTHER  AS  FREIGHT  EH-vBnRGO  TaNES  EFFECT  -  Industry 
cut  deeper  into  its  production  schedules  as  the  freight  embargo  went  into  effect  on^ 
the  l6th  day  of  the  soft  coal  stri  :e. 

Several  com.panies  announced  large  layoffs;  some  shut  plants  .and  others  pre--| 
dieted  they  v.'ould  have  to  close  shortly,' 

Railroad  vvorkers  will  begin  to  feel  the  full  effects  of  the  embargo  today ^ 
when,  according  to  the  /association  of  American  Railroads,  150,000  men  will  be  'laid 
off.    This  is  more  than  10^  of  the  working  force  of  1.3  mdllion.    Farm  Digest  26l5-i^ 


Prom  St»  Louis  Star-Times,  ITov*  27  -  •  ..- 

ECCITOl^IY  0?  SCARCITY-Sditorial-Yery  quietly  the  -Department  of  Agriculture, 
reacting  to  the  present  glut  of  potatoes  on  the  home  market,  has  announced — 
its  neiv'  potato  program:     The  Department  will  urge  the  restriction  of  acreage  . 
for  the  crop  next  year.     But  for  the  quiet,   the  nev/s  naturally  enough  has 
come  to  the  I'arm  Bureau  federation  and  to  the  Farmers  Union,  and  it  has 
produced  a  most'  unusual  phenomenon:     These  tv/o  organizations,  normally 
poles  apart,,  have  united  this  time,   joining  in  a  fulsome  condemnation  of 
the  program. 

There  is  ample  -ground  for  this  condemnation.    By  urging  a  reduction  in 
planting,  Agri cuj.ture  "betrays  itself  still  "bemused  "by  the  ancient  economy 
of  scarcity,  which  should  have  "been  discrfedited  long  since,  _   Under  that 
economy,,^*  supply;  i s  always  "being  hedged  in  to  conform  to  effective  dem-and— 
that  is,  -.the  demand  of  those  people  ahle'to  pay  good  prices.     It  makes  little 
difference,  in  an  economy  of  scarcity,   that  thousajids  may  "be  starving; 
m.aintenance  of  a  profitaole  F.arket  is  the  only  considera^tion. 

In  Uurope,  for  instance,   thousands  actually  "be  starving  for  ..months 

to  come*    Yet  Agriculture's  experts,  under  the  direction  of  Secretary  Anderson, 
give  no  thought  to  the  possi'bility  of  channelling  our  surpluses  to  those  v/ho 
so  desperately  need  them,     5^or  the  long  run  only  an  economy  of  plenty-— an 
economy  in  v/hich  the  accent  is  always  on  increased  production  and  "better 
di stri"bution— -can  keep  this  nation  healthy. 

If  the  theory  "behind  the  nev/  potato  program  is  a-pplied  wholesale,  the 
world  will  lose  heavily  in  terms  of  simple  human  want, 

Prom  Dayton  i"ews,  iTov.  26  — 

IS  'THIS  PAiiivER  IL:SURA1^ICE2 -Editorial- The  Secretary  af  Agriculture  calls  ^ 
on  the  farmers  to  put  358, ,500, 000  acres  in  crops  in  *the  com.ing  year,  three 

per  cent  mjore  than  in  the  present  year,     Tha.t  is  war.  .insurance,   drouth  in~  

surance,  fo    hungry.  Europe,  life  insurance.     Is  it  farmer  insurance? 

Suppose-  a  conservative  Congress  ci^ts  off  supplies  to  the  hiingry  Old 
¥orld^.   l'/ho,will  huy  the  crops  these  acres  v;ill  produce?     In  the  second  year 
after  the. -.?irst  World  War  farmers'  prices  dove  into  the  cellar  and  remained 
there  till  the  ITew  Deal'  years.     Can  that  happen  a^in? 

In  1936  to  1939  Americans  consumed  126  pounds  of  meat  per  capita  a  year. 
In  1946,  with  everyone  at  work  and  supplied  with  money,   the  consumption, 
thoU-sh     the  supj)ly  ra,n  short,  was  140  pounds.     More  money,  more  meat, 

Ifhen  unemployment  comes  and  wages  fall,  who  will  eat  the  meat  the  farmers 
are  getting  ready  to  produce?     Less  money,  less  meat]. 

Erom  Butte  Mont  ant- Standard,  ITov, " '24'- 

TEE  UPS  AlID  DOMTS  OP  TEE  MOilTAllA  TVBEAT  PAHI^IEE-Edit orial-The  statistics 
on  Montana  farm  production  for  the  \\rar  years. may  prove  extremely  interesting 
to  the  agriculturalist  who  is -looking  forv/ard  to  the  time  that  demand  for 
food  and  fi"ber  may  not  "be  what  it  has  "been^ 

Although  all-out  farm  production  has  "been  called  for  "by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  another  year,   it  sannot  he  expected  that  the  demand  for 
farm  products  is  going  to  continue.  Crop  acreage  in  Montana  increased  more 
than  one  million  acres  during  the  war,. 
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Prom  Ifecon  Telegraph,  Hov„  26  ~ 

m¥  COiMGEESS  MIEITOLY  TO  PABiBRS-Editorial-Inf  ormed  o^bservers-  iDelieve 
that  agriculture  is  going  to  get  more  attention  in  the  Republican— controlled 
80th  Congress  than  it  received  from  the  lawmakers  in  almost  10  years* 

Increasing  demand  and  high  prices  during  the  war  temporarily  -roliGved 
agriculture  of  many  of  its  problems,  but  as  the  national  economy  settles 
down  to  a  peace-time  basis  farm  problems  will  rise  once  more  to  demand  the 
attention  of  Capitol  Hill^ 

Already  the  cotton  interests  have  called  upon  the  government  to  save 
them  from  a  declining  market  while  the  wheat  interests  are  afraid  that  the 
same  thing  will  happen  to  them^ 

Representative  Hope  'of  Kansas,  who  will  be  the  Republican  chairman  of 
the  House  agriculture  committee,  asks  the  raising  of  dietary  standards  as 
well  as  support  fcr  the  more  traditional  emphasis  on  education  in  nutrition 
and  prices  and  markets, 

Mr«  Hope  says  that  if  all  the  people  of  this  country  cons"umed  what  nu-^ 
tritionists  consider  an  adeq.uate  diet  our  problem  of  agricultural  surpluses 
would  disappear  overnight* 

Irom  G-reenville  ITews-,  ■ -Nov,  28  - 

FEiHSIDOM  IROVi  0REi3RS-Sdi torial-During  the  war  years  the  processors, 
distributors  and  retailers  of  foods  were  subjected  to  a  total  of  1?4  orders 
by  the  iDeppxtment  of  Agriculture  and  the  War  ^'ood  Administration* 

Only  about  a  score  of  these  now  remain  and  all  but  a  few  of  these  are 
due  to  expire  during  the  next  few  weeks#    Prices  which  were  held  down  below 
their  true  economic  levels  quite  naturally  went  up  with  the  lifting  of  the 
orders  affecting  them*    But  for  the  most  part  they  have  not  spared  to  the 
levels  expected  by  the  more  inf Is.tion-ccnscious  prognosticators* 

Qne  of  the  encouraging  aspects  of  the  food  situation  now  is  that,  bar-» 
ring  economic  upsets  caused  by  work  stoppages,  prices  apparently  are  already 
at  or  near  their  peaks  and  that  they  are  about  ready  for  a  descent  t&  lower 
levels*    A  number  of  items,  notably  meat,  already  are  setting  appreciably. 

Viewed  as  a  whole,  the  food  front  is  now  in  position  to  take  care  of 
itself  v/ithout  too  many  orders  from  Washington. 

Trom  Augusta  Chronicle,  Hov,  29  - 

G-SORGIA  LHADS-Editorial-For  years  now,  thoughtful  Southerners  have  been 
preaching  diversification  as  the  chief  source  of  salvation  for  the  cotton- 
growing  South*     The  per sorverance  and  pertinacity^  of  those  who,  during  the 
years,  have  urged  diversification  are  paying  rich  dividends  no\7,  expecially 
in  G-eorgia,  which  leads  the  entire  South  in  the  diversity  of  its  farm  crops* 

feorgia  reduced  her  cotton  acreage"  T4  per  cent  between  1910  and  1945^ 
while  multiplying  milk  production  eight  times^  pecans  five  times,  tobacco  45 
times,  peanuts  four  times,    In  the  same  period,  Georgia  increased  hog  and 
cattle  production  by  30  per  cent,   chickens  by  140  per  cent,  and  eggs  "by  90 
per  cent*    Comparable  progress  is  reported  generally  in  Southern  states,  but 
Georgia  leads  in  the  variety  of  her  new  crops, "which  range  from  grapes, 
prunes  and  pecans  to  oranges,  yams  and  tung  oil* 
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DAILY  I.Wl  NEVJS  DJ^^^  A^"^'  AS^?^  s^^^*  ^'  Diii.^  ■iitT^aKT  OP  AGitlOUlTUSE 
(?or  December  7,  -yv"     ^W^J^  OII'IGE  OP  Il^OHi^L'^TION 

^  ^"^.^  Washington  25,  D.C. 


(The  nev/ppapers  aM  na^^in^iE,  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken'  are  on  file  in  Prd6%^"Seij^ce,  Room  Phone  G-ene  Harrison  at  6212.) 

^^^^ 

Prom  the  Journe.l  of  Commerce,  New. York,  Dec,  7  -         '  .  '  ' 

PFJl/il'I3L3  TO  TPuJDE  PPiOPOSiJ:  SKOWS  SCOPI]  OP  AaPJUHJivLEITTS-UIhe  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  has  made  x^uTdIic  today  a  document  setting  forth  certain  'Pro- 
posals for  Consideration  by  an  International  Conference  on  Trade  and  Smploj/mont ,  ' 
These  x^roposals  have  the  indorsement  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  G-overnment  of 
the  United  States  and  have  been  subm.itted  to  other  goverriments  p,s  a  basis  for 
disoussion  preliminary  to  the  holding  of  such  conference, 

"Equally,  the  G-overnment  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  in  full  agreement  on  all 
important  iDoints  in  these  proposals  pjid  ?.cceT)ts  them.       a  basis  for  interna.tional 
discussion. 

"These  negotiations  v/ill  relate  to  tariffs  and  preferences,  quantitative 
restrictions,  subsidies,  Sts-te  trading,  cartels,  and  other  types  of  trade  barriers 
treated  in  the  document  published  by  the  United  States  and  referred  to  above.  The 
negotiations  v/ill  proceed  in  accord.ance  v/ith  the  principles  laid  dov/n  in  thp.t 
document," 

COTTOr  LIST  1-IIXSD  IIT  LIGHT  TIU.DIHG;  AiTDEZSOl^'S  YIETvS— Cotton  developed  an' 
irregular  trend  yesterday  on  the  Hevr  York  Cotton  Exchange  with  closing  quotations 
unchanged  to  2  points  up  and  3  off.    Price  fixing  in  the  near  months  after  the 
market  oxoened  ^  to  6  points  higher  met  increased  hedge  selling  and  some  liquida- 
tion.   Profit  taking  also  x^ared  the  gains  at  the  penks.    There  were  no  notices 
issued  in  December,    The  oxDeh  interest  decreased  to  25,800'  bales. 

Uev/s  from  Washington  disclosed  tha-t  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  oxDX^osed 
to  any  further  axlvance  in  the  x^arity  x^^^ice  that  Tiight  hold  United  States  cotton 
above  the  world  ma.rket  and  encourage  further  comx^etition  from-  foreign  grov/ers. 
There  was  no  indica.tion  as  what  the  Secretary  considered  an  uxD-to-date  forr.ula. 
v/hich  would  give  fa.rriers  a  fair  share  of  the  national  income  and  at  the  sam.e 
tim.e  hold  cotton  within  a  competitive  margin, 

BOI.TjES,  Ti^T  CLilSH  01:;i  E^'iPuLY  PEilOVAL  OP  PPJCE  COiTTPOLS— A  sharp  clash  on  the 
tempo  of  price  decontrol  featured  the  second  session  of  lliUI's  fiftieth  .anniversary 
Congress  of  /imerican  Industry  yesterda,y. 

Speaking  out  "bluntly,"  Price  Administrator  Chester  Bowles  termed  ILUl's 
proiDOsal  to  lift  all  x^^: ice  controls  by  Peb,  I5  next  "reckless  in  the  extreme"  and 
pleaded  with  the  at^sociation  to  reexamine  its  x^osition, 

IIMA  Director  /irthur  Ifalsh,  who  x^re sided  at  the  meeting,  sa.w  little  chance 
for  such  a  riove  on  the  part  of  ITiil-I,  hov/ever.    Ho  v/a;,s  strongly  secorded  by  Senator 
Piobert  A,  Taft  of  Ohio,  v/ho  sharply  attacked  the  price  agency  .and  said  tha.t-,  in 
his  opinion,  OPA-  could  "not  be  trusted  v.dth  the  decision  a.s  to  v/hat  articles  m.ust- 
still  be  controlled  after  July  1,  I9U6. " 

CiifHIEPS  SEE  GAIK  -IIT •  CCi^SL^iIEP  C^iLL  AIDIiTG  EXP/^'SIOIT— A  greater  consumption 
of  canned  foods  wa.s  foreca.st  in  x^ostwar  years  here  today  by  Pred  A«  Stare,  Columbus 
Wis,,  x^resident  of  the  iTational  Cannors  Association, 
(.Turn  to- page  5) 
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From  the  New  York  Times ^  Dec.  7  ~ 

FOOD  .APLENTY  IN  '46  SEEN  BY  .iiJDERSON  -  Current  inventories  of  the  Department  o 
Agriculture 5  '.vhach  inxjlude  items  of  food  and  clothing  of  international  concern, 
indicate,  that  this  nation  will  have  a  prosperous  year  in  1946,  Secretary  Clinton 
P.-  Anderson  declared  yesterday, 

'  .  .    Giving  3XL  accounting  as  a  business  executive  at  a  Rotary  Club  luncheon  Mr. 
Anerson  remdnded  his  fellow  Rotarians  of  accrued  profits  under  the  departm-ent ' s 
"price— support  program"  and  his  responsibilities  "bo  "140,000,000  stockholders" 
and  a  board  of  directors  consisting  of  the  members  of  Congress. 

Pointing  out  that  there  were  profits  on  tobacco  and  cotton,  "without  trj^ing," 
the  Secretary  .?.dded:     "Business  men  say    'I'm  not  in  business  for  my  health' |  but 
we  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  are  in  business  for  the  economic  health  of 
our  nation.",,.,.. 


FOOD  PRICES  SHQV'  DECLINE  -  Marking  the  first  decline  in  the  past  eight  weeks, 
the  Wholesale  Food  Price  Index  for  the  week  ended  Dec,  4  dropped  1  cent  to  $4«15, 
from  the  twent3/"-f ive  year  peak  reached  in  the  previous  week,  Dun  &  Bradstreet, 
Inc.,  reported  yesterday.     The  latest  week's  figu2*e  reflected  a  gain  of  2  per 
cent  over  the  comparative  1944  level  of  -,-p4.07.     Only  barley  advanced  during  the 
week.    Declines  "i-iere  shovjn  for  rye,  oats,  potatoes,  hogs  and  lambs. 


CARLOdDINGS  ROSE  12.2^  A  'EEK  ..GO,  v/ashington  -  Loadings  of  revenue  freight 
for  the  week  ended  Dec.  1,  totaled  803^770  cars,  the  dissociation  of  /imericDn 
Railroads  ?dinounced  today.     This  was  87^276  cars,  or  12.2  per  cent  more  th-n  the 
preceding  week;  4,066  c^.rs,  or  0.5  percent,  fewer  than  for  the  corresponding 
week  last  year,  and  58,963  c?rs,  or  6,8  per  cent,  fewer  than  in  the  correspond- 
ing week  two  years  ago  


From  the  Nev/  York  Herald  Tribune,  Dec,  7  - 

■'.IHERE  TRZ  YONEY  GOES,  Editorial  -  The  Senate  has  passed  an  appropriation  of 
■$550,000,000  to  pay  what  the  United  States  owes  on  a  first  contribution  to 
United  Nations  relief  in  Europe,  and  the  House  is  considering  the  second  outlay 
of  $1,350,000,000  to  which  we  stand  committed.     The  money  should  be  forth- 
coming without  any  strings  attached  and  without  further  unsee.mly  bluffing  about 
it. 

Reasonable  questions  about  how  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation 
Administration  might  spend  its  funds  were  disposed  of  by  General  Eisenhower 
recently.    He  tacitly  recognized  ground  for  doubt  as  to  the  past  by  giving  ^-s— 
surance  to  Congres  that  better  administration  can  now  be  expected,,.. 


FE./   [AR  PL-J\IT3  C.'iLLED  USaBLE  IN  PEACE  DaYS,  'Tashington  -  Less  than  one-third 
of  the  $14,000,000,000  worth  of  war-built  manufacturing  plants,  which  the  Feder^al 
government  constructed  to  meet  war  demands,  will  be  usable  in  the  post— war 
period,  the  Civilian  Production  Administration  disclosed  today,,.,. 


(Turn  to  page  6) 
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From  the  3t.  Paul  Pioneer  Press ^  Dec.  4  - 

'TORLD  PEACE  UP  TO  YOUTH,  4-H  IvIEET  TOLD,  Chicagr  ~  One  of  the  dark  mysteries 
left  by  '-Jorld  .Jar  II  -.'as  illiLoiinated  j^Ionday  night  at  the  24th  national  4-H  Club 
congress  here. 

That  is  the  mystery  of  where  and  hov;  this  nation  is  going  to  get  a  citizen-, 
ship  in  the  future  that  vdll  be  tr fined  in  the  human  cooperation  needed  to  make 
it  -possible  for  nations  to  'vork  to^-'ether  in  a  unified  '.-jo rid  

.Those  800  4~H  dinners,  grouped  at  rourid  tables  ?;ith  as  many  club  leaders, 
all  facing  tovjard  the  spe.akers^  table"  and  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P. 
Anderson,  heard  the  ansvjer  put  into  ^/»Jords  by  him. 

They  themselves,  it  turned  out.,  are  the  ahsTver,    The  iob  of  ivorld  coopera- 
tion is  being  checked  to  youth  by  older  people,  who  ?iave  been  too  illy  trained 
and  too  poorly  groujided  in  cooperation  to  keep  the  vjorld  from  dividing  disatrous^ 
ly  against  itself  


GI  FAI^^i  FLAMS  MEET  SETBACK,  "Jashington  -  (UP)  -  ^  large  number  of  the  .million 
or  more  veterans  who  want  to  be  farmers  may  be  in  for  a  disappointment. 
These  -/jere  the  straws  in  the  vdnd: 

(1)  >Jith  close  to  five  million  irien  already  out  cf  service,  only  700  veterans 
have  gotten  f  armi  lopiis  through  the  ^''eterans  administration  mder  the  GI  Bill 

of  Rights.. 

(2)  The  Farm  Security  administration,  a  better  bet  for  the  farmr-manded  veteran 
but  strictly  limiited  on  funds,  has  helped  3,500  veterans  with  all  types  of  ' 
loans,  hopes  to  set  up  4,000  as  farmers  this  fiscal  year, 

(3)  The  national  Planning  association  estim^.ted  only  6^0,000  farm^s  will 
become  available  to  buyers  in  the  next  five  years,  against  a  demand  for  1,100,000, 
It  indicated  m.any  will  be  over-priced,,... 


From  the  I  Milwaukee  Journa.1,  Dec,  3  - 

■.7--iRNS  BMEPbS  OF  SUG.-.R  DEALS  -  Bakers  caught  in  black  market  ai  gar  operations 
to  escape'  the  existing  sugar  shortage  vjill  be  treated  as  any  other  black  market 
Customers,  Herbert  L,  Ebling,  assistant  OPA  director  here,  said  Monday, 

Ebling's  statement  whs  in  answer  to  a  report  Saturd^r  by  Fred  H,  Laifenberg, 
executive  secretary  of  the  .fi.sconsLn  Bakers^  association,  that  the  sv.gcr 
shortage  may  force  a  nu.mber  of  bakers  into  the  black  market  to  obtain  supplies.,.,, 

Laufenberg  said  Ixonday  that  he  had  received  call  from  a  l-jrge  Iiilwaukee  baker 
that  he  could  not  opd?-=!.te  through  the  week  without  more  sugar.  He  said  he  had 're- 
ceived similar  calls  ilonday  from  bakers  in  Fond  du  Lac  and  Janesville . , , , 


Erom  the  ^'fetertown  Daily  Times,  Dec,  4  — 

FARii  CaHZTTEE  IN  COUNTY  NA1.1ES,  Canton  -  A  county  committee  of  five  members 
has  been  namied  by  the  StLawrence  co^ojity  ^.ericulturcl  c conservation  association 
to  serve  during  1946  as  a  means  of  cont-^ct  between  government  conservation 
agencies  and  community  committees  in  arranging  for  the  distribution  of  lime 
and  superphosphate,  subsidy  pa^/ments,  and  other  aspects  of  the  government's 
agricultural  conservation  program  
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From  the  Cotton  and  '-'otton  OiL.,Pr5ss,  Dec.  1  —  . 

SURPLUS  COTTON  BOARD  -  Secretary  Anderson  is  follomng  up  the  surplus  cotton 
problem. 

More  than  a  month  ago  he  declared  in  an  Arkansas  address  that  "one  of  the 
first  things  we  must  do  is  to  clear  the  deck    of  this  grecit  (cotton)  surplus." 

He  gave  his  listeners  more  than  just  plain  conversation.     Translating  his 
views  into  action^  his  latest  move,  calls  for  a  cotton  export    advisory  board  of 
seven  representa.tives  from  the  ^^merican  cotton  industry  to  help  ivork  out  a 
program  for  the  disposal  of  surplus  U.  S.  cotton. 

The  board  vjill  vvork  in-  collaboration  lA/ith  the  USD/i  in  seeking  to  develop 
a  prograjia  looking  toward  the  disposition  of    about  2 J-  million  bales  of  Govern- 
ment—oTvned  cotton.    The  cotton  is  principally  of  short  stap;].e .  v-nd  officials  ex- 
press the  belief  that  "outlets  for  this  fiber  and  other  stocks  may  be  found  in 
some  of  the  Surope-an  and  Far.  Eastern  counties,"  


From  the  San  Fr?Jicisco  Chronicle,  Nov,  30  - 

SCARCE  BUTTER  SUPPLY  UNDER  OPA  INQUIRY  -  The  mj^stery  of  why  butter  is  still 
scarce  and  whether  people  ^^re  .jsut  going  to  have  to  do  with  less  is  to  h^-s  the 
subject  of  an  OPA.  inquiry. 

F,  H,  St.  Gear 5  OPA  butter  expert  here,,  is  en  route  to  'Tashington.  JuT.ong 
other  things,  he  will  seek  to  find  the  -}jis\Hk:,v  to    why  butter  manuf ■■.cturing  is 
going  down,  and  if  a  change  in  CPA  ceilings  on  butter  ingredients  uould  ?lter  the 
situation, 

California  Creamery  Operators'  Association ■ and  .agricultural  leaders  have  asked 
an  .  adjustment  of  price  policies  in  the  belief  it  vjould  increase  butter  supplies 
for  consuiaers. 

Creamery  opera.tors  cite  th^t  butterfat  produce'/'s  get  more  money  for  their 
product  than  they  do  if  it  is  sold  for  making  butter.  .  Plastic  cream  is  not 
under  OPA  ceilings.    Butter  crerjn  has  a  48-cent  ceiling  per  pound,,,.,,. 


From  the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal,  Dec,  3  —  ■ 

MACHINE  TRANSITION  HAS  COLS  TO  COTTON  -  Mechanization  of  this  country's 
cotton  crop  is  uaon  us,   according  to  the  Nation.al  Cotton  Council,,,..,  Dr,  Frank 
J.  'Telch  and  Dr.  D,  Gray  Miley,.  farm,  economists  at  I'iississippi  St  .te  College  agri- 
cultural  experim.ent  st--tion,  after  completing  cotton  mechanization  cost  studies, 
said  in  a  recent  joint  report: 

"American  cotton  production  must  bejnade.  more  efficient  if  it  is  to  compete 
successfully  in  the  m.arket  place  with  foreign  grown  cotton  and  synthetic  sub- 
stitute products,  and  ait  thie  same  time  bring  , the  producer  anything  like  an 
adequate  income.     The  economic  and  social  dislocations  and  adjustments  as  well 
as  the  ultimate  benefits  that  r-^th^r  complete  modernization  of  cotton  productidn 
and  harvesting  will  inevitably  bring,  must  be  shared  by. society  as  a  whole,"  


( 
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j'ron  tlie  Journal  of  ConnercG,  l\e\^i  York,  D.ec,  J  (Cont.)  - 

T/iXES  /uH)  POOD  0??ERIi"&S — ^^.-Jith  direct  offerings  of  many  seasonal  processed  • 
foods  at  a  nininuQ,  in  the  face,  of  continued  active  denajid  fron  the  distrilDLiting 
trades,  the  extent  to  v/hich  packers  nay  l)e  c?j?rying  over  into  ISkG  goods  packed 
during  the  current  season,  for  tax  purposes,  remains  a  topic  of  a.'bsQr'bing  interest 
in  industry  circles,  .  :.' , 

I7hile  such  carryovers  are  an  indisputal^le  fact,  there  are  growing  Indications 
that  the  quantities  of  ricrchandisc  withheld  fron  the  current  narket  na.y  not  prove 
as  large  p„s  nany  in  the  trade  have  "believed.    Too,  the  release  of  such  goods  v;ill 
"by  no  means  meet  the  dermnds  of  all  distrthutors, 

SE7ERA1  ECcUiillZIiTG-  CKiUM'GES  i'lPFSCTSD  IN  WOOL  MILL  i-MP — Several  liheralizing 
amendments  to  the  wool  VJiP  designed  to  equalize  certain  provisions  of  the  order 
v/ere  announced  today  by  the  Office  of  Price  Adminis tration^ 

Asserting  that  a  studj-  of  mill  applications  and  reports  has  der.onstrated  the 
need  for  these  chajiges,  the  OPA  stated  that  they  have  "been  incorrDorated  into 
amendment  11  to  SO  113»  retroactive  to  July  1,  19^5« 

In  the  first  of  these  changes  iDroducers  of  low-cost  woolen  and  worsted  fahrics 
are  given  the  same  temporary  relief  in  the  third  qua.rter  of  19^5  that  is  provided 
for  higher  priced  producers — a  7  ]?^'^  cent  increase  over  the  maximum  price.  This 
max)  is  the  v/eighted  avera,ge  r^^ice  for  the  19^^  "base  period  reduced  "by  h  per  cent, 

HOSIEHY  HILLS  iil'/AIT  i-i/iP  MO"^.^ — ^Hosiery  mills  that  can  find  some  price  relief 
under  SO  139  ^?-nd  have  figured  their  nev/  pirices  accordingly  are  held  ug  in  their 
merchanising  for  next  year,  iDecause  OPA  so  far  has  not  extended  the  quarterly 
operation  of  I-LAP  even  into  the  first  quarter  of  19^6.     There  is  considera"ble 
satisfaction  "being  shown  hy  some  manufacturers  over  the  reliof  that  has  "been  found 
in  this  nevi  order,  "but  this  is  nullified  hy  the  fact  that  they  cannot  "be  sure  of 
delivering  at  the  nev/  prices  until  OPA  acts  to  implement  lUiP  in  the  customary  v/ay. 

lUiP  HAVING  ADVSUSS  AH^PSGT  OH  V'OLLEIT  AIS)  V'ORST  SUPPLIES— The  evidence  accumu- 
lates that  continued  enforcer:ent  of  the  Maxim.um  Average  Price  regula.tion  against 
v/oolen  Dxid.  v/orsted.r.ills  is  not  only  unnecessary/-  "but  is  actually  disrupting  the 
norr.al  flov/  of  fa'bric, 

Iii\P  has  resulted  in  (l)  increase  in  the  production  of  lighter  weight  fa"bric 
v/hen  the  hea^vyv/eight  goods  were  needed  for  the  winter  season,  and  (2)  increased 
X^roduction  of  women's  wea.r  fa'bric  when  the  great  need  was  for  r.en's  wear  yardage. 
This  has  "been  a  necessary  OT^erational  adjustrient  that  IL^  has  forced  r.ills  to 
resort  to  in  order  to  meet  their  old  maximuji  average  price,    Wages  and  costs  are 
hi^dier,  so  tha.t  lighter  weight,  less  expensive  fa"bric  was  the  only  answer, 

RYE  CLOSES  LOl.EE. — Rye  futures  fail  to  hold  ea.rly  advances  with  old  crop  de- 
liveries dror)ping  6c  to  7c  from,  the  day's  hiHis.  to  finish  with  losses  of  as  nuch 
as  Uc,  vihile  distant  positions  retain  pajrt  of  their  advance,     Oats  also  clo3fe  lower 
after  early  gs.ins,  "but  v/heat  changes  are  negligrole  and  corn  holds  at  the  ceiling* 
Wealaiess  in  Winnixoeg  rye  desx^ite  reduction  in  riargins  there  stimulates  selling 
at  Chicago.  ^  ■ 
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From  the  New  York  'Yall  Street  Journal,  Dec.  7  -  ■ - 

FCC;  POLLS  FARM,  T(jm  LISTENERS;  PL^NS  MORE  PRCGRAliS,  LESS  STATIC,  "feshington- 
The  Federal  Comrriuni  cat  ions  Commission  has  had  poll  takers  ringing  doorbells  of 
2,500  rural  homes,   and  now  knovvs  for  a  certainty  that'  "most  rural  people  value 
radio  hi^nly,"  •  • 

If  its  poll  of  rural  listeners  hasn't  uncovered  a  sensational  set  of 'listen- 
ing     habits  in  the  hinterlands,  the  F.C.C.  thinks  it  has    turned  up  in-:.-; 
formation  that  I'vill  help  it  get  more  programs.  >vith  less  static  to  more  farm,  and 
country  families , , . , , 


From  the  Baltimore  Smi,  Dec.  7  — 

U.  S.  ITALY  SIGN  NE'T  TR.^DE  .'iGRSEIlENT,  ^"Jashington  -  The  United  States 

and  Italy  have  reached  an  agreement  designed  to  promote,  expanded  postvjar  trade 
between  the  two  countries,""  Ihe  State  Departm.ent  made  the  announcement  today.,,.. 


Il^IDIVIDUAI:  SUGaR  Ration  UNCHr^NOED,  "-feshington  ~  Individual  sug-r  rations 
will  continue  to  be  five  oounds  in  the  four  m.onths  from  January  through  ■'^-pril 
but  housevoives  may  find  it  hnrder  to  get  sugar  in  January  and  February,  the 
OP A  announced  today. 

With  validation  of  a  new  sugar  stamp.  Number  39,  on  January  1,  the  CPa 
expects  a  shortage  which  will  be  most  noticeable  on  the  East  Coast  


From  the  Chicago  Tribune,  Dec,  4  - 

U.S.  "TILL  EJORT  FOREIGN  LiuBOR  TO  "GRr-  F:.R:iS  ^  Shortage  of  farm  labor  will 
continue  critical  next  year,  but  there  will  be  no  shortage  of  food,  Secretaj^y 
of  Agriculture  ^nderson  said  at  a  rress  conference  yesterday. 

Surveys  a.t  separation  centers  indicate  that  m?ny  -farm  youths  leaving  the  arm;^'- 
are  not  going  to  retiurn  to  agricultural  work,  the  secretary  said.     This  m.eajis  much 
of  the  burden  of  farming  will- continue  to  rest  on  the ' shoulders  of  the  older 
farmers  and  women,  as  it  did  during  the  war, 

"'"Je  have  a.sked  for  an  appropriation  of  14  million  dollars  to  continue  bring- 
ing foreign  labor  groups  to  this  country  to  help  with  the  harvest  in  areas 
where  the  labor  shortage  is  critical,"  the  secretary  explained,,.. 


From  the  Salt  Lake  Tribune.,  Doc,  2  - 

ID  ;HO  fiilFERT.  .'iPPRO^^.rES  HOG  .PRICES,  Pocatello,  Ida  -  Bannock  Extension  Agent 
Boyd  Baxter  Saturday  said  the  new  support  price  on  good  and  choice  butcher 
hogs  has  the  approval  of  Wade  ""Tells  IIoscow,  University  of  Idaho"  extension  •• 
swine  specialist. 

He  said  I'lr,  Vt&lls  wrote  to  him  that  "it  will  permit  Idaho  swine  growers 
to  plan  production ■  over  the  two—year  period  and  eliminate  one  of  the  unknowns 
of  pork  production,"  
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From  New  York  Times,  Dec.  9  - 

FREIGHT  MOVING  RAPIDLY;  IvLANY  RESUME  JOBS  TODAY-Railroad  operations 
were  increased  sharply  yesterday,  primarily  in  moving  mountains  of  lately 
embargoed  freight,  and  thousands  of  workers  in  every  major  industrial  area 
of  the  nation  prepared  to  return  to  jobs  interruped  by  the  coal  strike. 


CORN  HARVESTING  PROGRESSING  FAST-Chicago~The  coal  miners'  strike,  now 
ended,  but  which  led  to  the  embargo  on  general  rai.lroad  freight,  failed  last 
week  to  have  any  effect  as  a  price  making  influence  on  grains  on  the  Board 
of  Trade  here,  as  food  and  feed  were  exeirpted  from  the  provisions  governing 
the  movement  of  freight. 

Consequently,  with  the  Government  in  the  market  for  large  supplies  of 
wheat  and  corn  and  obtaining  priority  on  box  cars  in  the  Southv^est  for  the 
movement  of  the  grain  to  Gulf  of  Mexico  ports-  for  export,  the  markets  turned 
higher,  wheat  rising  more  than  4  c tints  a  bushel  and  corn  around  §  cents  at 
the  extreme. 

There  ¥\ras  no  material  pressure  on  trhe  markets  at  any  time,  although 
farmers  showed,  more  disposition  to  sell  corn  for  deferred  shipment,  due  in 
part  to  the  rapid  pro-tpress  made  in  harvesting  of  the  new  crop  in  the  more 
northern  sections  of  the  main  producing  area,  especially  Nebraska,  Iowa  and 
Minnesota . 

Moisture  content  in  com  has  dropped  since  the  advent  of  cold  and 
dry  weather,  but  is  still  relatively  high  for  this  season. 


CASH  Um  DROPS  AS  RITITIES  RISE-Chicago-Cash  lard  developed  a 
decidedly  weak  undertone  here  last  week,  dealining  2-|-  cents  a  pound,  and 
the  refined  product^  vjhich  sold  as  high  as  55  cents  after  the  price  ceiling 
was  li  f  .ted,  declinea  as  much  and  ims  traded  in  around  25  cents  at  the  close 
of  the  week,  "vdth  packers  inclined  to  press  offerings  in  order  to  prevent 
accumulation  of  supplies.    The  weakness  in  lard  was  a  factor  in  depressing 
the  hog  market,  ¥/hich  lost  around  ij  cents  a  pound. 

Inability  to  ship  large  quantities  of  lard  to  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico 
is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  factors  in  causing  the  weakness,  and  there 
has  been  little  disposition. on  the  part  of  bakers  and  other  large  users 
to  buy  freely,  presumably  waiting  while  their  higher-price  jioldings  are  being 
worked  off. 


(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
in  today's  New  York  Times.) 
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From -Nevr York  Times ^  Dec.  9  -  .  •   '  .  ■  • 

COTTON  IRI.EGULAK  AS  OUTLOOK  S^ill'TS;-  Giilro^  LObbES  Ii\  "ivEEK-END 

■  SHOM-The  pulse  of  national  sentiment  over  the  coal  strike  and  the  institution 
of  a  railroad  freight,  embargo  i"ras  registered  on  cotton  prices  lastv.^  veek. 
The  market  rallied  and  declined  Vidth  the  succession  of  favorable  and  un- 
favorable developments.    Active  futures  on  the  Fev  York  Cotton  E'xchange 
ended  the  week  mixed ^  5  points  lovfer  to  16  points  higher  than  the  T^eek  before. 

Meanwhile  the  favorable  domestic  statistical  picture  for  the  staple 
was  a  supporting  factor  as  were  reports  that  strong  demand  for  textiles  in 
goods  markets  was  faced  mth  short  supplies. 


GRAIN  TRADING  IN  CHLGAGO-Chicago-Outside  interest  in  vjheat  and  com 
is  increasing^  but  trade  in  oats  has  become  largely  of  a  professional 
character.    Hovrever^  sales  of  all  deliveries  of  grain  on  the  Board  of  Trade 
last  week  aggregated  140,705,000  bushels^  or  a  daily  average  of  23,500,- 
000.    The  latter  compared  •'Ad th  19,400,000  bushels  the  week  before  and 
24,300,000  a  year  ago. 


l/IEXICO  TO  DEBATE  NE7  FARIvIING  PLiilJ-Mexico'  City-The'  great  bulk  of 
agricultural  legislation  promised  by  President  Miguel  Aleman  in  his 
inaugural  address  has  already  been  submitted  to  Congress  and  is  expected  to 
be  passed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  ■  " 

Apart  from  a  Constitutional  amendment  guaranteeing  the  property 
rights  of  owners  of  less  than  500  acres,  the  most  interesting  proposal  i/vould 
establish  a  national  colonization  commission  to  effect  tne  bold  resettlement 
plan  announced  by  the  President  on  Dec.  1, 


BERLIN  DISTURBED  BY  HUI-IGER  EDE!^'A;  ALLIES  CRT TI CI  ZED  FOR  BASING 
FOOD  RATION  ON  CALORIES- Berlin-An  unofficial  survey  conducted  irdth  the  help 
of  the  Board  of  Health  disclosed  today  that  2,571  patients  in  ci±y  hospitals 
were  suffering  from  hunger  edema. 

This  is  considered  an  uncomforably  high  total  in  view  of  the 
generally  accepted  idea  ..that  Berlin  is  one  of  the  best  fed  cities  in  Germany. 
Civic  officials  did  not  dare  to  guess  the  number  of  hunger'  edema  victims 
out-side  hospitals. 

Although  German  officials  do  not  say  that  in  a  city  of  more  than 
3,000,000  persons  the  hunger  edema  ratio  indicates  vddespread  starvation, 
they  charge  that  the  military  goverrjnent  is  ma.king  a  mistake  in  concentrating 
on  supplying  a  certain  number  of  calories  as  the  basis  of  the  food  ration. 
The  Germans  describe  the  illness  aa  a  l^^ck  of  albumen. 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  December  9  - 

ADMINISTRATION  TO  SEEK  FOREIGN  AID  FUNDS-VJashington,  (AP)  -  Acting  Secretary 
of  State  Dean'  Acheson  disclosed  today  the  Administration  will  ask    Congress  for  a 
"generous  appropriation"  for  19^7  relief  activities  abroad  -  but  only  for  countries 
which  can  definitely  prove  their  need. 

Acheson  made  it  plain  in  a  blunt-spoken  radio  address  that  the  United  States 
wants  to  decide  where  this  money  shall  be  spent, 

"The  United  States  does  not  believe  that  post-UNRRA  relief  should  be  con- 
ducted by  an  UNRRA  type  organization,"  he  declared, 

Acheson  said  the  United  States  would  be  willing  to  use  the  United  Nations 
as  "a  clearing  house"  for  information  on  the  requirements  of  countries. 


SUGAR  MEN  URGE  CONGRESS  TO  ACT-Want  Normal  Supplies  Allotted  to  U.  S.  Before 
Allotments  to  Foreign  Countries      Apprehensive  lest  the  International  Emergency 
Food    Council  strip  the  vfestern  Hemisphere  of  supplies  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
many  foreign  claLnants,  that  an  official  prediction  of  only  a  modest  increase  in 
supplies  to  domestic  consumers  may  come  to  pass,  the  National  Sugar  Brokers  Associ- 
ation in  a'  circular  letter  to  Senators  and  Congressmen  is  urging  that  they  use 
their  influence  to  make  available  a  "normal"  supply  of  this  commodity;  that  they 
recomiiiend  such  a  program  to  the  President  and  Secretary/  of  Agriculture. 


SOAP  OUTLOOK  -  Soap  supplies  will  show  no  major  easing  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  according  to  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  because  of  the  pros- 
pect- of  little  material  change  in  the  tight  fats  and  oils  situation  before  that 
time. 


COFFEE  -  The  advance  in  coffee  at  the  week-end  was  not  wholly  unexpected, 
Brazil  prices  had  been  creeping  up.    Roaster  demand  had  broadened,  resulting  in 
expanded  importer  buying  at  advancing  prices. 


FLOUR  -  Many  mills  advance  flour  prices  at  week-end,  reflecting  a  tighten- 
ing situation  stemming  from  large  export  and  domestic  commitments.     Great  Britain 
was  a  heavy  buyer  on  Saturday  and  it  was  reported  that  the  Belgium  allocation  of 
6^0,000  cwts.  had  been  completed. 


CANNED  FOODS  -  Due  to  shortage  of  warehouse  space,  many  wholesalers  are  re- 
'portedly  asking  packers  to  withhold  shipments  to  this  market.    Increased  resale 
o-ffers  from  out-of-town  also  add  to  unsettlement. 


OTHER  !iIAR.'IETS  -  .  .  .  Receipts  of  live  poultry  light  .  .   .  Dressed  poultry- 
easier  .   .  .  Decline  in  cabbage  values  expected  .  .   .  Trade  in  dried  fruits  dull. 

(Turn  to  page  4  for  other  items  from  ~  Farm  Digest  2625-^*6-3 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  December  9  (  Cont.)  -  -  . 

RICE  SUPPLIES  IN  SOUTH  DISAPPEARING  RiiPIDLY  -  The  rail  embargo,  vJhich  was 
in  effect  prior  to  the  general  embargo  resulted  in  a  lessening  of  supplies  of  rice 
from,  the    South,  it  wais '  revealed  in  industry  circles  on  Saturday. 

The  glut  of  "merchandise  both  on  the  docks  and  in  warehouses  makes  it  most 
difficult  to  route  any  additional  shipments  to  this  market  until  the  situation  has 
eased,    A  fair  amount  of  rice  came  in  the  past  few  weeks  and  caused  a  temporary 
Lnprovement ,    However,  in  view  of  these  developments,  the  trade  feels  that  there 
will  again  be  a  tight  situation  shortlj''.    Some  assistance  may  occur,  it  was  pointe 
out  as  a  result  of  deliveries  by  rail  and  water  combinations,  but  it  /viil  not  be  o: 
any  substantial  nature. 

Supplies  in  the  South  are  disappearing  rapidly  and  mills  are  beginning  to 
talk  aoout  closing  in  late  January  or  February,    i.11  the  rough  rice  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas  has  been  sold  and  ii.rkansas  is  fast  approaching  the  saine  situation.  A 
good  part  of  the  late  crop  shows  considerable  damage  and  it  is  felt  this  will  not 
be  suitable  for  the  grocery  trade. 


POG  MRICET  -  Salable  hog  receipts  at  Chicago  on  Saturday  were  estimated  at 
around  1,000  head  and  the  market  was  nominally  unchanged  from  Friday*  Compared 
with  a  week  ago  barrov;s  and  gilts  were  down  .|>1  to  $1.25  while  soyjs  lost  |2  to  $2.% 


From  the  New  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  December  9  - 

INTERIMATIONi\L  HARVEST'.1R  THIRD  QUARTER  SaLES  RISE;  OUTPUT  INCREASES-Chipago  - 
International^ Harvester  Co.  sales  for  the  fourth  quarter,  ended  October  31*  These 
were  up  16%  over  the  previous  quarter  and  36,6%  higher  than  sales  in  the  like  peric 
last  year,  President  John  L.  McCaffrey  disclosed  in  a  quarterly  review  of  operation 

"The  most  notable  achievement  in  the  fourth  quarter  was  the  continuance  of 
an  improving  volume  of  production  v^hich  began  to  manifest  itself  in  the  third  quarte 
said  Mr.  McCaffrey. 

Contributing  'chiefly  to  the  higher  fourth  period  output  ?>jere  operations  of 
the  farm 'implement  and  farm  tractor  divisions.  These,  he  said,  are  running  "sub- 
stantially ahead  of  a  year  ago  for  machines,  attachments,  and  parts." 


CUBAl^'  SUGAR  FmS  EXPECT  TO  Y-flN  SUIT  AGAINST  •GOVERIsC^.'IEI-JT-Havana,( AP)  -  An 
announcement  by  the  Cuban  Supreme  Court  was  expected  in  a  few  days  on  the  appeals 
by  groups  of  Cuba  sugar  concerns  against  government  seizure  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  United  States  price  and  the  pripe  paid  by  other  countries  for  250,000 
tons  of  the  19^6  crop* 

Havana  nev/spapers,  meanwhile,  said  that  the  Supreme  Court  v^as  expected  to 
rule  the  sai^ure  unconstitutional,  and  to  order  the  government  to  return  to  the 
owners  the  amount  of  price  seizure,  totaling  approximately  $20  million.     The  sugar 
involved  had  been  set  aside  for  sale  to  countries  other  than  the  United  Gtates. 


RAIL  OFFICIALS  ^CO^IE  FREIGHT  RATE  RISE  BUT  POINT  TO  HIGHER  MATERI.\L,  EQUIP- 
MENT, LABOR  COSTS  -  Several  railroad  officials,  while  welcoming  the  increase  in 
freight  rates  authorized -by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  iriday,  deplored 
J.C.C.'s  delay  in  taking  such  action. 

These  officials  also  said  that  it  is  too  early  to  determine  just  what  the  in- 
crease will  mean  because  of  the  higher  costs  of  materials,  eQuipTiei:it  and^labor, 
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Zrom  St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press,  Dec,  2  -  . 

TAX  EQUALITY  GROUP  CAKRI2S  AilTI-CO-OP  PiaHT  TO  IT.  ZLuCOTA-Thc  iTational 
Tax  Equality  association  will  ■  carrw.  its  fight- on  -the  cooperati'veg  deep  into 
the  agricultural  ITorthwest  v/ith  organization  of  a  nbv/  unit  in  ITorth'  Dakota, 
it  v/as  revealed  Sunday,  . 

The  new  move  of  the  Tax  equality  groups  to  invade  iTorth  Dakota  coin- 
cides v/ith  adoption  natione.lly  "by  them  of  the  strategy  of  charging  the 
cooperative  movement,  or  parts  of  it,  v/ith  radicalism,  Hussian  communism  ajid 
attempting  to  seize  the  private  "businesses  of  the  United  States, 

Announcement  of  the  ilTEA  invasion  of  Horth  Dakota  vjas-  made  at  Bismarck 
"by  Tom  Hall,   secretary  of  state,  who  .said  his  office  has  issued  a  charter 
to  the  new  organization.     The  name  will  "be  the  Korth  Dal^ota  Taxalquality 
association  and  it  will  have  headquarters  at  Jargo, 

Prom  Milwaukee  (Vis,)  Journal,  ITov,  26  - 

THE  lAiTD  AlTD  TIO  PSCE^LE^Editorial-Mother  Kature  keeps  right  on  "being 
good  to  us  Americans,  even  v/hen-we  don't  seem  to  appreciate  it. 

Here  it  is,  the  fall  of  1946  and  we  have  another  "bumper  harvest  ' —  ma^ 
nificent  in  quantity  and  quality,  according  tc  the  department  of  agriculture. 
There  are  record  crops  of  v/heat,   corn,  and  potatoes  and  near  record  crops 
of  oats,  rice,   soylDeans  and  sugar-  cane.     The  only  important  crops  to  fall 
helov;  average  were  cotton  and  rye» 

Yet  \-jha,t  do  we  do  now  with  some  of  the  plenteous  food  stocks  that  are 
the  envy  of.  other  lands?    We  let  po-tatoes  rot  in  the  fields,  wheat  mildew 
along  railroad  tracks, . corn  go  to  waste  on  farms.    All  this,  while  dn  some 
parts  of  our  land  people  go  without  those  foods  "because  of  scarcities  or 
impossi"ble  prices,.    ¥es,  nature  .endov/s  us  richly  and  wc  waste  her  gifts. 

Prom  Chattanooga  (Tcnn*)..  Times,  ITov,  27  ■ 

TE33  PAPi'C[lTG:-.|lditorial-"v^"e  can  expect  the-  developmen*!:  of  progressive 
forestry  in  Tennessee  to  take  impetus  from  the  esta"bli shment  of  the  tree  farm 
.movement  in  our  state  at  the  recent  ceremonies  at  Collinwood, 

Eighteen  certificates  were  given  to  large  and  small*  owners  v/ho  accepted 
.the  voluntary  pledge  of  self  improvement  of  their'forest  lands. 

The  lessons  our  farmers  and  foresters  need  to  les-rn  are  scientific 
cutting,  renewing  with  the  type  of  trees  "best  suited  to  the  land,  and  fire 
contSrol  measures,    ^hey  can  have  the  assistance  cf  the  state  forestry  division 
and  the  conservation  department,  as  well  as  that  of  the  timber  growers^ 
groups.    By  careful  cutting  and  "by  investing  perhaps  more 'than  their  trees 
earn  for  a  few  years,  they  can  look  forv/ard  to  a  perpetual  source  of  revenue 
with  a  minimum  of  effort. 

Prom  Indianapolis  Star,  iTov,  27  -  • .-.  ■ 

PIAliS  lEED  CU'TTSH  JOR  PASilSRS  P03SSEE1~-A  direct  descendant  of  the  Army' s  flame- 
thrower ma,y  make  it  possi'ble,.for  Hoosier  corn-growers  to  cut  crop' weeding  time 
four-fifths,  if  technical  .difficulties  can  "be  removed,     Indiana  farm  implement 
dealers.,:  meeting  in  convention  yesterday  discussed  the  "  flame  cultiva.tor.  A,  D, 
Merrill,|_  merchandising  manager  for  the  Oliver  Corporation  of  Chicaro,   said  that 
his  company  Is .  experimenting  with  the  device  and  is  op-tiinistic  a'bout  its  possi- 
bilities, 

■■:  .         -  ■■■  ■  ■  Parm  Digest  2525-45-6 


~  5  - 


5Voin  Montgomery  (Ala»)  Aa.vertiser,  ITov,  29  ~ 

•      ■  ■ 

PLAxTliIFG  jPOR  PAHli  SHA3ILITY-3ditorial~U,  rS,"  farm  leaders  and  economists 
generally  have  l)eeii  quick  to  recognize  the  dangers  to  the  American  farmer  in 
another  major  depression.    Already  they  are  giving  thought  to  various  means 
and  devices  calculated  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  conditions  v^hich  almost 
banlarupted  farmers  a  few  years  ago. 

This  early  recognition  of  danger  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  attitude 
of  farmers  during  the  decade  immediately  preceding  the  1920' s»    Perhaps  it 
means  that  farmers  as  a  whole  will  he  hetter  prepared  to  stand  the  seige  of 
low  prices,  if  and  when  they  come. 

One  example  of  the  farmers'  recognition  of  possible  danger  ahead  of 
them,  is  the  fact  that  the  Aiahama  Parm  Bureau,  at  its  recent  convention,  went 
on  record  as  favoring  the  e:-cploration  of  possihilities  in  the  cooperative 
movement  v/ith  a  view  to  encouraging  cooperatives  shotild  the  explorations 
show  the  movement  desirahle  and  feasible  for  Alahsjna  farmers. 

Another  evidence  of  awareness  on  the  part  of  lav;makers,  economists,  and 
agricultural  experts  to  the  need  for  "bolstering  the  position  of  the  American 
farmer  is  a  marketing-research  program^ authorized  hy  act  of  Oongress  and 
presently  "being  set  up  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,. 

Prom  Oklahoma  City  Oklahoman,  Dec,  1 

UiTSOUiTD  PAPJI  POLICYaiil lions  of  "bushels  of  potatoes  are  going  to  freeze, 
in  huge  piles,   this  winter,  and  the  American  taxpayer  will  have  to  foot  the 
"bill,,  for  the  government  has  written  what-  amounts  to  an  insurance  policy  on 
each  potato*  ■'■  ^ 

■  The  potato  grower,  for  that  reason,  isn't  going  to  worry,   so  far  as 
his  own  individual  operation. is  concerned, 

Uo  one  in  his  right  senses  can  excuse  this*  deplora'ble,  wasteful  and  un- 
economic w^y  of  doing  "business,  yet  it  is  the  inevita"ble  result  of  the  politi- 
cal "support  price"  and  l«an  .system  which  has  obtained  a  firm  foothold  in 
the  operations  tf  the        S,  Department  of  Agriculture^ 

The  unliappy  phase  of  this  situation  is  that  the  Republican  party,  unless 
sharply  goaded  by  the  taxpayers,  mil  go  , right  on  with  this  stupid  and  un- 
economic policy. 

The  new  chairman  tf  the  house  agricultural  committee  will  be  Clifford 
Hope  of  Kansas,  who  has  comraitted  himself  to  this  program  of  Theoretical 
crop  control  and  the  "gentle  rain  of  checks "  which  actually  produces  more 
surpluses*     It  is  the  easy  political  way  of  meeting  this  situation.     It  will 
continue  unless  the  taxpayers,   including  the  farmers,  revolt  and  dem.and  its 
discontinuance. 

Prom  Atlanta  Constitution,  Dec*  1  - 

THS  BUTT3R  BLOC  BEQIITS- There  , are  ijicreas^ng  indications  that  the  butter 
industry  is  genuinely  alarmed  at  the"  inroSids  which  margarine  is  making  on  its 
product.  There  is  also  a  growing'  realisation  that  the  butter  bloc  in  Congress 
will  not  be  'able  much  longer  to  maintain  the  10-oent~a-pound  spite  tax  which 
the  federal,  (xovernment  now  levies  on  colored  margarine.  The  25  States  which 
have  them  will  shortly  consider  repeal  of,  discriminatory  laws  and  levies  en- 
acted in  the  past  in  an  effort  to  handicap  the-  much-maligned  margarine  industr 
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From  Ner;  York  Times,  Dec.  10  - 


COTTON  HEARING  TODAY:  ARGm^E^TS  ON  LD^ITTNG  LIFE  OF  SPECULATORS  SCHEDrLT^T 
T'ashington-The  Commodity  Exchange  Authori-tv,  T'hich  polices  commodity  markets, 
T'dll  hear  argum.ents  today  on  v'hether  it  should  limit  cotton  speculators  to  , 
30,000  bales  on  each  market. 

The  limitation  T:as  urged  by  Secretary  of  ^'griculture  Clinton  P.  j^nderson 
to  prevent  disastrous  cotton  breaks,  such  a  s  occurred  in  October. 

In  that  m.onth  prices  collapsed  from  a  tTventy-six-year  high  of  3P.^'3 
cents  a  pound  on  Oct,  2  to  29  cents  in  md-October,    As  a  result  the  Departm.e-nt 
of  Agriculture  said  October,  19^6,  v;ould  be  knovm  as  "the  black  month •  in  cott'on 
history." 

Joseph  M.  Mehl,  who  administers  the  Corrxiodity  Exchange  Act,  vdll  preside 
at  tomorroT/'s  hearing.     But  the  actual  decision  on  trading  limdts  must  be  Fiade 
by  the  Comjnodity  Exchange  Comraission,  Mr.  llehl  merely  will  make  recomm.endations . 


UTILITIES  TO  ^'ORK  ICR  FAR1:ERS»  GOOD-A  drive  to  increase  the  farmer's 
income  through  an  extensive  a.gricultural  development  prograri  is  about  to  be 
launched  throughout  the  nation  by  some  thirty- five  electric  light  and  power 
companies  in  tv^enty  States,  it  v/as  learned  yesterday. 

,  According  to  Roy       Godley,  rural  service  manager  of  the  Edison 
Electric  Institute,  trade  association  of  the  utility  industry,  "power  companits 
are  rapidly  realizing  the  part  that  they  can  play  in  bringing  aoout  more 
effective  conservation  of  natural  resources,  acceleration  of  fai-^m  proauction  and 
greater  economic  stability  for  the  farraer," 

Formal  preparation  to  effect  the  program  v:ill  oegin  next  m.onth,  I'hen 
the  companies  m^eet  on  Jan.  24  and  25  at  their  first  Agricvltural  Development 
Clinic  in  Fairmont,  V.'.  Va.,  v^here  tb.e  idea  was  originated  in  I936  by  the 
Monongahela  Power  CoFxpany. 

Representatives  of  agricultural  extension  services,  agricultural  colleges 
and  schools  Yri.ll  participate  in  the  clinic. 


FUTirRES  /iDVANCE  IN  (1R/J.N  TR/:  DIKG-Chicago-Bu;>ring  of  corn  futures  bv 
cash  interests  dex^eloped  on  the  Board  of  Trade  today  and  brought  reports  of 
further  liberal  sales  to  the  Governm.ent  for  export  purposes. 

There  v/as  also  buying  of  v/heat  futures,  attributed  to  mails,  against 
what  was  said  to  be  a  record  export  business  in  flour.    Prices  that  had  gone 
off  sharply  turned  upv;ard  in  a  hurry  when  aggressive  buying  got  under  vray. 
There  was  heavy  short  covering  on  the  way  up. 

Corn  adva  need  more  tiian  2  cents  a  bushel  from  the  low  and  finished  at 
about  top,  with  gains  of  1  I/8  to  2  I/8  cents.  T'heat  was  5/8  cent  to  1  cent. 
Barley  finished  1  cent  lower  to  I/8  cent  higher. 

The  upturn  in  corn  came  in  the _  face  of  a  break  of  2  to  3  cents  in  cash 
corn,  vdth  the  basis  for  trading  off  ^  to  1  cent  compared  with  January. 


(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
in  today's  N.Y.  Timus.) 
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Froiu  New  York  Times ,  Dec .  10  -  ;     .  _ 

COTTON  FUTURES  UP  BY  45  TO  65  POINTS-Reflecting  the  strength  in  stocks 
and  in  other  coFiHiodi ties ,  the  cotton  futures  market  on  the  Not:  York  Cotton 
Exchange  rose  45  to  65  points  yesterdacjr. 

There  was  a  fair  amount  of  price  fixing  against  Southern -mill  require- 
ments and  also  some  buying  by  those  who  believed  textile  production  would  rise 
to  new  high  levels  in  the  next  three  to  lour  months. 


From  The  Vfall  Street  Journal^  Dec,  10  - 

HIGHER  FREIGHT  RATES  IN  TR^^;^ELVE3  r^^F^T  BOOST  C^NSTIl^ER  PRICES  ll'CK 
Using  such  pretexts  as  increased  freight  charges,  some  merchants  lift  prices 
more  than  is  warranted.     How  much  of  this  will  follow  now  can't  be  measured 
but  plainly  justified  increases  at  the  consumer  level  should  be  small. 

About  2f  cents  a  bushel  should  be  added  to  the  cost  of  moving  a 
bushel  of  Yvheat  or  corn  from  Chicago  to  New  York.    It  wouldn't  be  noticeable 
in  bread  or  cornflakes , 


FLOUR  BUYING'- in  the  U.S,  by  foreign  lands  is  zooming.    The;  /-griculture 
Department  last  week  granted  10  countries  permission  to  buy  600  million  pounds 
of  flour  in  the  domestic  market  for  shipment  during  the  first  1947  quarter, 
Millmen  say  supplies  will  comfortably  care  for  these  exports  to. thout  squeezing 
home  users.     But  they  ^\also  say  foreign  buyers  would  take  a  billion  pounds  if 
the  Goverranent  approved.    A  volume  that  hea\y  might  pinch  the.  home  front. 


CORN  EXPORTS  vdll  probably  get  Government  sanction  for  a  steep  jum.p 
in  the  first  quarter  of  nfcxt  year.    The  big  homie  crop  and  sh^rp  foreign  aemiand 
vjill  be  responsible.    In  the  current  quarter  the  .--gri culture  Department  approved 
exports  of  somiO  10  million  bushels ,    Over  25  million  bushels  may  be  okayed  for 
India  (staggered  by  rice  scarcity)  alone  in  the  first  tliree  months  of  1947. 


THE  COAL  STRIKES  end  forestalled  heaw  dam.age  in  the  nation's  corn 
hoard.    Most  of  the  1946  corn  is  of  high  m.osituro  content.    To  prevent  spoilage 
elevators  must  dry  it  out.    And  the  driers  operate  with  coal,    ''any  m.illions  of 
bushels  faced  deterioration  before  John  L,  s unt  out  the  back-to-work  order  last 
Saturday,    The  grain  is  safe  now. 


MILLFEED  MARKETS  are  demoralized.    Millfeed  is  bran— a  key  item  in 
livestock  diet.     Bran  is  currently  selling  in  Kansas  City  at  C40  a  ton.  Not 
many  weeks  a  go  it  brought        ,     Bran  is  a  flo-ar-rdlling  by-product.    And  hea^/y 
flour  grinding,  plus  a  big  crop  of  corn  (king  of  feeds)  tells  the  story. 
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'From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  December  10  -    •  i 

1 

COTTON  CROP  FOR  U.  S.  HITS  25-YEAR  LCV/  -  The  raw  cotton  supply  situation  of-  \ 

ficially  became  tighter  yesterday  as  t lie  Department  of  Agriculture  in  its  last  re-  ^ 

port  of  the  current  season  estiinated  domestic  production  at  8',^82/300  bales  as  of  j 

Dec.  1,  a  drop  of ' 5^000  bales  since  a  month  ago.            •  \ 

Domestic  consumption  this  season,  as  estimated  by  the  National  Cotton  Council 

over  the  week-end,  v/as  forecast  at  10,000,000  bales,  more  than  1,500,000  bales  above  [ 

production.  : 

Foreign  demand  of  about  3,000,000  bales,  in  addition  to  the  excess  domestic  ; 

off-take  of  1,500,000  bales,  will  cut  sharply  into  the  7;,522,000  bales  carrj-over  : 

from  last  season.    Based  on  these  fi.gures,  the  total  stocks  on  hand  at  the  end  of  ] 

this  season  will  be  only  3^000,000  bales.    More  than  2,000,000  bales  of  this  cotton  ] 

was  sa,id  to  be  untenderable  on  futures  contracts,  ; 

The  tight  supply  situation  was  foreseen  as  continuing  through  the  194.7-^3  ■] 
season.  As  indicated  by  the  recommendation  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  re- 
cently, acreage  planted  to  the  next  crop  will  be  26  per  cent  above  acreage  as  of  ; 
July  1,  1946.  Trade  quarters  noted,  hoxvever,  that  acreage  in  recent  years  was  ) 
always  below  recoiMiendations .  ...  ■  i 
•  Current  production  remained  the  smallest  since  1921,  Vv'hen  only  7,954>000  '  ..  | 
bales  were  grown  and  ginned.  Final  production  for  the  1945  season  xvas  9^015,000  1 
bales  and  the  ten-year  average  for  193-5-44  ^'-''as  12,553,000  bales.  Yield  per  acre  i 
was  the  lov;est  since  1936,  when  it  was  199.4  pounds  per  acre.  In  1945,  yield  was  ] 
253.6  pounds  and  the  ten-year  average  for  1935-44  was  243.8  pounds.                      '  j 


CONGRESS  TO  X~Ri^  UN'S  FOOD  GROUP  -  Subject  of  the  next  Congressional  food 
investigation  vjill  be  the  operations  of  the  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization  of 
the  United  Nations  with  respect  to  agricultural  items  in  short  supply. 

That  means  notably  sugar  and  oils  and  fats. 

The  promise  comes  from  August  H.  Andresen  (Rep.,  Minn.),  vvho  is  slated  to 
become  chairman  of  the  House  Ccmunittee  Investigating  Food  Shortages.    Andresen  be- 
lieves the  committee  may  turn  up  evidence  of  ampler  supplies  in  sight. 


SUGAR  ALLOTMENT  RISE  TO  BE  MODEST  -  Miile  the  sugar  committee  of  the  Food 
Industry  Council  had  recomnended  an  increase  in  allotm.ents  next  year  to  35  pounds 
for  household  use  against  25  this  year  and  a  rise  from  60  to  SO  per  cent  for  in- 
dustrial users,  it  is  becoming  apparent  that  official  GoverniT.ent  thinking  is  ooposed 
to  such  a  rise. 

Over  the  week-end  Secretary  of  Agriculture  .Anderson  stated  tha.t  barring  "un- 
predictable disasters"  the  allotment  to  household  users  ivould  be  increased  after 
April  1  by  five  pounds  and  to  industrial  users  by  10  per  cent.    Janes  H.  Marshall, 
director  of  the  sugar  branch  of  PMA,  USDA,  had  indicated  such  a  prospect  at  the 
convention  of  the  American  Bottlers  of  Carbonated  Beverages,  Miami,  on  Nov.  21. 

Both  indicated  that  furtner  increases  might  be  possible  if  the  sugar  situa- 
tion continues  to  improve,  but  that  is  all  that  is  promised  for  the  tLme  being. 


CITRUS  JUICES  AT  SEASON'S  L07f  -  Price  declines  continued  in  the  canned  citrus 
market,  v^/ith  nev\r  low  levels  for  the  season  established'  yesterday  and  in  nearly  all 
instances  prices  Y\iere  at  the  lowest  schedule  in  several  seasons. 

Despite  this  development,  the  outstanding  feature  remains  the  absence _ of  sub- 
stantial demand,  ¥\7ith  tracers  assuming  that  many  buyers  are  standing  by  la^aiting  for 
the  market  to  touch  "bottom." 

(Turn  to  page  4  for  other  items  from   Farm  Di-^^est  2635-46-3 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  December  10  (Cont.)  -  ^ 

COFFEE  UP  AGAIN  -  The  coffee  futures  market  repeats  Friday' s  1^  a  pound  rise 
with  a  similar  gain,  responding  to  limited  new  buying  for  Brazil  account  which  at- 
tracted short  covering,    V/ith  March  at  23.80(^,  the  price  is  only  1,20(^  a  pound 
under  the  initial  sale  on  Oct.  21  v/hen  postwar  trading  resuiTied.    In  the  actual  market 
buyers  are  resisting  the  new  asking  prices  for  green  coffee. 


FLOUR  -  More  mills  advance  prices  for  flour,  vdth  further  increases  expected 
in  view  of  continued  heavy  export  demand,  growing  order  backlogs  and  Yjeakness  in 
nillfeed  prices.    Offerings  to  domestic  market  are  limited  to  deferred  shipment. 


CAITNED  FOODS  -  Market  is  featured  by  m.ore  price  declines  in  citrias  products  , 
with  new  lows  for  the  season  established.     Buyers,  however,  are  in  the  sidelines 
waiting  for  further  drops.    Other  developments  in  the  trade  are  purely  routine. 


OTH'iIR  IvIARKETS  -  Trading  in  turkeys  extremely  dull  .  .  ,  Live  fowl  weak  and 
lower,  port  demand  for  medium  eggs  excellent  .  .  ,  Cheese  prices  off  folter  again, 
advances.  Further  weakness  in  dried  fruits  reported  .  .  .  Spot  black  pepper  held 
at  70(/;. 


OTPIER  MEWS  -  Canned  foods  consumption  has  nearly  doubled  since  the  war' s  be- 
ginning, Carlos  Campbell  tells  Maine  Canners  Association  convention. 


URGES  FaRI^R  participation  IN  MARx.ETING-San  Francisco  -  The  nation's  farmers 
need  not  face  a  postwar  depression,  if  they  accept  their  responsibility  in  marketing 
as  their  responsibility  in  marketing  as  viell  as  gro^'-dng  the  food  products  that  reach 
the  consumer's  table,  Mrs.  R.  Hi,  Kiefer  of  Chicago,  secretary-m.anager  of  the  Nation- 
al Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  said  here  todaj'-  in  an  address  before  the  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation. 

"The  health,  and  well-being,  and  financial  security  of  millions  Americans," 
Mrs,  Kiefer  said,  "depends  upon  us  in  the  food  industry  doing  a  good  job  in  the 
production  and  distribution  of  food.   ,  .  . 

"You  today  are  not  merely  growers.    You  must  thinl<  in  terms  of  marketing  as 
well.     You  mus.t  make  effort  to  make  your  products  as  attractive  and  as  salable  as 
possible  to  the  men  who  distribute,  them,"  Mrs,  Kiefer  sa.id. 

She  pointed  out  that  the  nation's  farmers  must  "stiiTiulate  a  greater  desire" 
on  the  part,  of  -the  cor-isiL'n.er  to  buy  his  products. 

From  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  December  10  ~ 

U.  N.  DROPS  PLAN  FOR  '."DRID  BaSIS  OF  FOOD  RELIEF-Lake  Success,  L.  I.,  -  On  the 
insistence  of  the  United  States,  the  world's  biggest  feeder,  the  United  Nations  a- 
bandoned  today  international  control  of  food  relief  to  the  world's  hungn^  and  starv- 
ing. 

America  had  made  it  clear  in  a  prolonged  dispute  on  continuation  of  U.  N.  con- 
trol of  food  distribution  that  she  intends  in  the  future  to  provide  food  for  the 
nations  she  finds  need  it  most. 
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From  llevr  York  Times,  Sec,  8  ~ 

l?ew  accords,  Onaha-Bnor^e-ce  oftleL^tT  ~  f'^'^'^f-  -^'^estock  Shows  Establish 

Mbernation  has  heen  ,reet:i  :ithlS  ia  ^^^Ihe  ^^st"^^  ^^^^  °^ 
In  the  n-LLEber  of  e-t-ip^  •         ^  ^-ciwcst. 

color,,  the  1946  shows  JeVre^oids  "  '""'^  ''^'■^^        ^^^^^^  --"-y 

^^i^^^jf^^'^  Livestock  .reposition,  is 

together  -rith  the  t'.^oLroT'and  tn  exhibited  in  the  paviliion, 

out  the  show.  ^  ^  *°  '^"^  P^<=l^^<i  ti^^'  huge  building  through- 

co.peU;iJn.ttS:^°r:'?etr'^^.f^'^'=         2'^"^  ^^-^^-"^  — 

400  in  sone'previous  vol's      s'^cJl  ^S^^^^*  a- 

he  pre.i-^  .rice  received  for  i.e.r.how  a'in.ff  '^'^^^^'^^ -i- 

thought  the  sale  prices  set  records     A  hi-"  o-i-  -"/-^        °  ^"''  y^'^,  =^1- 
bulls,  and  an  individual  record  oJl?  ?nn  f "       I    %  ?         ^^i^ty-fi^'o  shorthorn 
were  features.    ITebrasl^^  .^f  t„  °' ^  -^^^^'l  loader  shorthorn  bull, 
attached  to  their t:ctr:  ari°  t™  T-^'"'  "'^  ^^-^^-'^^3  ' 

ordinarily  good  Beceinber  weather.  ^  advantage 


of  extra- 


Prom  Watertown  Daily  Times,  Lec.  5  - 

Of  this  country  ^  ^t^^]^^^''^' ^^^f  ^^i^  People 

dustrial  and  commercial  use^s  -•'.■.-pt-^  ^^fS--^.    It  is  going  to  the  ir^ 

enough  sugar  to  make  hor  o'!;         b't^^e  c^'  '''^"i.  ''''  ^^=^=^"1^^  cannot  get 
if  She  has  the  money.     The  Jam  maruf.c^^Lers  f^d  th^"  ^ff"  r^''^  ^'"'^  '''^  " 
getting  the  sugar  which  she  ought  to  t^vo  ^'""^ 

Of  th:ti.r1t"?o?::r^5;''g:t'^1i:^:;^:i:  .^^^  r-r^-  ^^^^ing  ao  per  cent 
■80  per^cent  of  the  sug.i  fh^;  h.^d  before  te™"  '^'^l  ™f  *  ^°  T^^^'^'^'^-^ 
only^.o  per  cent.     .he  rest  of  it  is  going  to 'Sl^' 

we  ea!yrtS\2«3ri:        -       -    --^^  - 

have  iSSe:crat^sM::t?:r*lor:;i!t:e*t-ejn"f^'         commercial  users 

:;i::t^Ss-Ts::-?:f-:r sftim-f^^s  j::  ' 

her  family,   she  i^  t;il  tha?  :h:  ^^^^f  ^or 

Starving  people  of  Europe.  •     ^^""^^'^^^^        ^^^^^  sugar  cp.n  oe  sent  to  the 

of  it!"°^'  ^"-"^^        "  ^'-t  the  commercial  users  Vxe  getting  most 
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From  Montgomery  .(Ala,)  Advertiser,  ITov,  24  - 

COTTOH  LOAlTS-Editorial~The  fluctuations  of  the  cotten  market  these  past  few 
weeks  has  had  a  steadying  effect  generally,    lTo"body  now  expects  cotton  to  climl) 
to  a  dollar  a  pound,   or  half  that  figure,     G-rov/ers  on  the  whole  are  reacting  to 
the  decrea,sed  prices  calmly  and  acting  to  safeguard  themselves  .against  further 
drastic  declines  in  the  market, 

He twith standing  that  the  average  price  of  cotton  for  the  past  30  days  has 
"been  slightly  above  32  cents  per  pound  for_  strict  middling  gra.de,  ¥ashington 
reports  that  the  amount  of  cotton  under  government  loan  jumped  nearly  300  per 
cent  last  week.    Although  the  tota,l  amount  of  cotton  under"  these  loans  is  negli- 
gihle  in  comparison  with  the  year' s  crop,   the  Department  of  Agriculture  thiiikis 
it  is  significant  that  farmers  are  "borrowing  increasingly  on  cotton  rather  than 
selling  outright. 

Should  the  market  price  of  cotton,  however,  go  l»clov/  the  loan  figure,  the 
farmer  automatically  forfeits  his  title  to  the  cotton  under  loan.    But  since 
most  "business  men  discount  likelihood  of  a  miijpr  recession  for  the  next  year  or 
so,  it  seems  that  farmers  who  take  the  outside  chance  of  forfeiting  cotton  at 
the  loa,n  price  are  not  taking  too  great  a  risk»  • 

Prom  Dallas  (Tex,)   Times-Herald,  Hov,  25  - 

GI  PARI^GilES  WIN  PmiSS-An  "infusion"  of  thousands  of  Texas  G-I' s  into  the 
Texas  farming  picture,   through  attendance  at  the  6,000  to  7,000  county  vocational 
schools  for  veterans  taking  agricultural  training,  v/ill  prove  an  ec'onomic  and 
productive  shot  in  the  arm  to  the  entire  state,  E,  V,  ¥alton,  associate  pro- 
fessor in  agricultural  education  at  Texas  A  &  M  College,  .  told  the  Dallas  Agri*- 
cultural  Club  Monday, 

The  average  ago  of  the  Texas  farmer  has  increased'  to  bctv/cen  50  and  55 
years  since  1C36,  Mr,  ¥a.ltcn  said.     In  the  same  period,  he  said  the  total 
num"ber  of  Texas  farmers  has  shrurJ^  "by  25  per  cent, 

"By _  the  time  the  average  farmer  has  reached  the  50-55  age,  his  major  pur- 
chase's have  pretty  well,  "been  made,  and  his  farming  practices  grooved,  "  the  spea- 
ker said,     "The  average  age  of  thc-GI  trainees,  on  the' other  hand,  is  29;  these 
men    are  alert  to  new  conservation  and  farming  methods,  and  their  ultimate  aim, 
in    most  cases,  is  farm-home  ownership," 

Prom  Dayton  (Ohio)  l^ews  -  ITov,  24  - 

DTiAMITE  IIT  SUGAS-,Sdi torial-Great  i^as' the  joy  that  OPA  had  "been 'slain, 
controls  released,  a  free  economy  restored.    Hallelujahs  and  hosannas  have  made 
the  welkin  ring. 

But  we  hear  a  new  note  amid  all  the  joy  of  -^^rices  unconfined.     The  execu- 
tive vice  president  of  the  ITational-American  IVholcsale  C-rocers'  Association, 
one    M,  L,  Toulme,  has  telegraphed  a  special  bulletin  to  all  m.embers  urging 
them,  in  their  own  self-interest,   to  take  independent  action  to  prevent  another 
runaway  sugar  market.     The  removal  of  price  and  rationing  restrictions  (which  the 
Republicans  are  threatening)  might  bring  on  another  such  debacle  as  that  which 
occurred  to  sugar  in  1920,  he  warned  the  members. 
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Prom  the  New  York  Times,  Dec.  11  - 

TRADE  CURDS  SlIDED  3Y  TRUi-'lAN,  ATTLEE— President  Truman  with^-Prime' Minister  • 
Attlee  and  King  today  ordered  dissolution  of  the  Comhined  Production  and 
Resources  Board  and  the  ComlDined  Raw  Materials  Board  as  unnecessary  controls 
over  international  trade  hut  decided  on  continued  operation  of  the  Comhined- • 
Pood  Board  into  I9U6. 

In  a  joint  statement,  the  three  leaders  paid  trihute  to  the  achievements 
of  the  hoar-ds-  in  economic  colla^horati on  v/hich  they  said  "unquestionahly  hastened 
the  moment  of  victory,"  ■ 

Termination  of  the  two  hoards  was  set  for  Dec*.  3I  s-^-cl  that  of  the  Comhined- 
Pood  Board  at  the  earliest  possihle  date  during  the  first  six  months  of  19^6, 
hut  not  l£?-ter  than  June  30»  .  •  . 

BUTTER  SHORTAGE  DUE  TO  GST  UORSE— A  survey  showed  yesterday  that  most  retail 
grocery  stores  were  hutterless,  that  "black  marketing  agp.in  was  ramj) ant  and  that 
hutter  production  throughout  the  nation  hp.s  reached  a,  twenty-three-year  lovr, '  ' 

The  hutter  shortage.,  \/hich  has  hcen  grovring  steadily  v/orse  in  the  seventeen  ' 
days  since  hutter  was  made  ration  free,  has  he-come  a  suhject  of  controversy- 
hetween  the  Office  of  Price  Adninistrp.t  ion  and  the  Department  "of -Agriculture, 

iMational  Price  Administr  tor  Chester  A,  Bowles  v/ants  to  impose  price 
ceilings  on  hutterfr.t,  trade  reiDorts  sa,y,  v/hile  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton 
P.  /mderson  O'oposcs  such  price  ceilings.    Butterfat,  a  nilk  product,  was  hringing 
75  cents  a  pound  tv/o  v/eeks  ago,   out  not  cre^,^e^ies  must  pay  95  cents  to  $1  a  - 
pound, 

OAT  PUTURSS  'SEOU  MODEPATE  GAINS— Oats  futures  gained  moderately  in  the 
Ccarly  trading  today  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  Decemhcr  leading.    The  latter 
equaled  the  seasonal  high  and  sold  within  2-g-  cents  of  the  ceiling  price,  v/hile 
all  transactions  in  cash  oa,ts  were  at  the  ceiling  price  plus  one  mark-up^  This 
was  the  first  time -this  season  the  maximum  level  had  been  paid  generp.lly  for  cash 
oats. 

There  v/as  a  f?ar  trade  on  in  Decemher  V7hea,t,  largely  in  the  way  of  evening— 
up  operations,  as  no  new  trading  is  permitted,    Putures  closed  unchanged  to 
i  cent  higher,  with  Decemher  and  May  a.t  the  ceiling.    Rye  was  dull  and  1  l/S 
cents  higher  to  3/^*-  cent  lov/er,  the  Ip.tter  on  Septemher,    Corn  held  unchanged 
at  ceiling  prices,  and  harley  wa.s  unchanged  to      cent  lovjor,      '  ■ 

A  shortage  of  oox  ca,rs  to  move  cash  oats  from  the  Northwest  for  delivery 
purposes  was  reflected  in  a  wider  spread  hetween  Decemher  here  and  in  Minneapolis 

Comments  on  the  new  v/inter  v/heat  crop  are  hecoming  increasingly  less 
favorahle,  as  the  result  of  continued  dr^-^  weather  in  pprts  of  the  V/est  and  South- 
west,   Corn  trading  v/a.s  nil,  excerj-t  for  spreaAang  hetv/een  Decemher  and  May,  at 
ceiling  prices.     Cash  corn  v/as  in  somewhat  larger  supply,  hut  carlots  sold  at 
ceiling  iDrices,  v/ith  a  broad  demand  for  the  "offerings. 

Operations  in  rye  v/ere  somev/hat  restricted,  as  traders  awaited  further 
developm.cnts  in  regard  to  the  ncv/  ceiling  on  the  19^6  croj),  v/hich  will  go  into 
effect  on  June  1,  hut  v/hich  night  he  changed  as  the  result  of  hearings  held  last 
week  at  Ifeshington, 

(Turn  to  pa^ge  5)  -  _  _ 
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From  the  New  York  ■■"j'all  Street  Journal,  Dec,  11  —  /  .. 

BO'TLES  AS3jT.RTS  PRESSURE  OF  INFLATION  IS  DELAYING  END  OF  PRICE  CONTROLS, 
Washington  -  The  Office  of  Price  Administration^  is  behind  "by  quite  a  margin" 
in  its  program  for  cutting  down  price  controls,  Administrator  Chester  Bowles 
said. 

De-control  will  be  slovjed  down  as  long  as  "economic  pressures"  continue, 
Mr,  Bowles  declared. 

He  said  that  his  agency's  de-control  schedule  has  been  based  on  estimates 
of  large  unemoloyment  and  falling  retail  sales,  neither  of  which  has  materiaJL— 
ized. 


OLIVER  DESIGNS  PLOW  M-ilCH  REJUVENATES  SOIL,  i^J^DS  TO  CROPS,  Chicago  -  A  new 
plow  that  will  increase  farm  production  by  rejuvenating  the  soil  has  been 
developed  by  the  Oliver  Corp,  - 

R.  J.  Atgelt,  chief  engineer  of  the  company's  plow  division,  said  that  it 
had  boosted  potato  yield  on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania  by  76  bushels  an  acre. 
In    another  test  near  South  Bend,  Ind.,  land  prepared  with  the  new  plow  "grew 
more  wheat  than  it  had  ever  produced,"  Ifr,  Atgelt  said. 

The  new  plow  has  additional  bases  set  a  feiv  inches  belo?/,  behind  and  to 
one  side  of    the  upper  bases  which  are  a.djusted  for  conventional  plowing.  The 
lower  bases  by  V7idening  and  deepening  the  cut  crumble  the  plov^pan,  or  hard 
undersoil  hitherto  left  untouched,  m_iKing  it  slightly  with  the  lower  portion 
of  the  top  soil^,,,. 


exhaustive:  tests  set  pattern  for  SHIPPING  FRUITS  .'\ND  VEGETABLES  BY  AIR  ^ 
Ssn  Francisco  -  A  pattern  for  future  airborne  shipments  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables has  been  cut  in  the  skies  between  the  West  Coast  and  major  eastern  cities. 

For  example,  the  test  provides  a  practical  answer  to  an  all -import ant 
question:    How  much  extra  will  consumers  pay  for  food  shipped  by  air? 

Ralph  E.  Myers,  a  pioneer  air-shipper  of  California'  Salinas  Valley,  who 
sponsored  the  investigation,  says  "housewives  gladly,  and  without  show  of  sales 
resistance,  consistently  would  pay  an  average  of  10  cents  a  pound  more  than 
for-  produce  marketed  through  other  forms  of  transportation,".,,.. 


COI>'MODITY  DEALERS  have  invested  in  political  know-how.    They  are  said  to  be 
paying  former  Senator  Sam  Jackson,  as  governor  of  the  Commodity  Exchanges  and 
Allied  Trades,  Inc.,  $50,000  a  year  for  the  next  three  years.    Brokers  off 
the  record  say  this: 

Government  thinking  is  trending  away  from  elaborate  controls,  toward  free 
markets  with  the  Government  paying  farmers  the  difference  between  What  they 
have  been  promised  and  what  the  free  market  yields.    Senator  Jackson  is  believed 
to  be  capable  of  helping  push  the  Department  of  Agriculture  toward  this  position. 


FLORIDA  STRING  BEANS  were  smacked  down  by  frost,  and  canners  are  resigned 
to  a  severe  shortage  of-  canned  beans    between  next  spring  and  the  time  the  big 
canning  pack  comes  to  the  grocer's  shelves  for  midsummer,,-,. 


(Turn  to  Page  6) 
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From  the  Mew  XQi'k .  Times,-  Dec, ''9  —      .  •       '  .  . 

POTATO  GRd'XRS  RESENT  PRICE  CUT  -  Threats  that  farmers  vjould  slash  output  of 
potatoes  in  1946;T;ere  he axd  . yesterday  at , a  meeting  of  the  Northeast  Vegetable 
-  and  Potato  Groi^vers  Association  here,  after  it  "^vas  announced  that  the  De],^rtment 
of  Agriculture  had  decided  to  lower  substantially  its  support  prices  for  the 
commodity  next  year,  * 

Farmer  representatives- said  they  cpuld^ see  no  logic  behind  the  reduction 
in  view  of  their  own  expe.ctsd  'higher  labor  costs-.     Some  bitterly  commented  on 
"the  Federal  Government 's  concern  in  regard  to  labor's  take*«home  pay"  and  dis- 
regard of  farmers  J  income,,,,-  ■  ■  ■  ■■ 


SOVIET  GR-\IN  TQ  BULGARIA,  Sofia,  Bulgaria  -  Th^- Soviet  Union  has  decided 
to  lend  Bulgaria  30,000,000 .kilograms  of  corn  and .-20 >" 000, 000  kilograms  of  wheat 
to  help  replenish  exhaAisted   'stores,  as  was  recently-  done  for  Rumania,  Trade 
A/iinister  Dimitri  Neikoff : announced  today,    Bulgaria  ^is  not  obliged  to  return 
the  grain  and  fodder  until  April' 1,  1947  -'..-.-^  -  ' 


SENATOR  CHARGES  GRAIN  DATA  'LEAKS',  ^fashi-ngton,  (AP)  -  Senator  Elmer  Thomas, 
chairman  of  the  Sens.te  Agriculture  Committe.e,  -said' 'today  there  were  information 
"leaks"  in  the  Agriculture  Department  and  Off ice. -of  Price  Administration  that 
gave  some  grain-market  dealers  ah  unfair  advantage,,,, 

J,  B.  Hutson,  Under-Secretary  of  Agriculture,"  told  the  committee  he  did 
not  believe  any  individual -had  :" an  inside  track" ~ on ' information  in  the  Agricul- 
ture Department •  •  •  •  •        •■  '       -      '•  .  • 


'.MAPt  PLATvI  SCORED  BY- ".'OOL- GRG'TSRS  -  Cond^emning  "the "wool  Maximum  Average 
Price  (map)  regulation  - as;;Operating -'to  the  disadvantage  ^" of  the  public,  wool 
mills  and  wool  growers,  J,  B,  Tfi-lson,,  chairman- of  the  -legislative  committee 
of    the  National  looX  Growers  .Association,,  yesterday  urged  an  investigation 
of  the  m^easure  by  the  Senate  Small'  Business  Comitiittee, 

The  industry,  according  to  I'lr.  'Jilson,  is- in -an  upside  down  position 
because  of  the  "impractical  regulations"  of  the.  order,' with  the  mills  being 
forced    to  produce  unwanted,  fabrics,  and  the  public  being  forced  to  wear 
inferior    apparel.    The  serious  clothing  short  age, -.he- 'added,  also  is  being 
broadened  through  continuance  of  the  wool  !^iAP, , ,  ^    '  .  ■ 


SCARCITY  TO  CONTINUE  yiEII.  INTO  NEXT  ^(EkR  -  Buyers  who  have  recently  spent 
time  in  the  markets'  'agreed  last  week  that  merchan-dise  shortages  in  the  most 
important  lines  ^■■ill  continue  7jell  into  1946,  accoi^ding ..to  a  market  report 
prepared  especially  for  the  New  York  Times  by  Kirtay,  Block  &  Co,  Partic^ularly 
affected  are  all  lines  dependent  upon  fabrics  of  any  type ^  either  cotton  or 
rayon  
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From  the  New  York  Times,  Dec,  9  - 


REPORT  FROM  TK3  NATION  -  The  Unper  South.  Richmond  -  One  of  the  most  im-  ' 
portant  pieces  of  legislation  affecting  the"  Upper  South  is  the  Bailey-Hays  bill^ 
TA/hich  provides  for  Federal  aid  amounting  to  $5^000,000  in  the  industrialization 
of  the  country's  undeveloped  areas,  many  of  which  ai*e  in 'this  region.  Senator 
Josiah  W.  Bailey  of  North  Carolina  and . Representative  Brooke  Hays  of  Arkansas  are 
the  sponsors,,,, 

A  Richmond  nevjspaper  stressed  the  importance  of  achieving  a  better  balance 
between  agriculture  and  industry  in  regions  nov^  a  linos  t  wholly  agricultural,  and 
mentioned  the  importance  of  getting  such  a  program  into  operation  before  the 
mechanical  cotton  picker, threw  thousands  out  of  work,  •  y 

Conservatives  and  foes  of  Federal  spending  hereabout  point  to  the  Small,^ 
ness  of  the  appropriation  as  reassuring.     They  believe  that  much  can  be  done,, 
however,  with  this  sum,  which  is  to"  be  spent  through  the  Federal  Departments 
of  Commerce,  Agriculture  and  Labor,  and  is  to  be  utilized  to  provide  technical 
assistance,  vocational  training,  advice  to  new  industries  and  similar  services 
in  expanding  private  employmeht  and  private  enterprise,.,. 

The  Deep  South,  Nevf  Orleans  -  Continental,  sugar  ..cane  growers  are  optimistic 
about  prospects  for  increased  ceiling  prices  and  an'  improved  parity  formula. 

The  call  of  the  Secretary  of.  Agriculture,  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  for  legis- 
lation to  create  a  new  parity .  formula  met  quick  approval  by  cane  growers..  ■ 
They  agreed  with  his  assertion  that  the 'present  formula  gives  too  high  parity 
for  some  farm  products  and  not  enough '  f6r  oth^srs.    Sugar  definitely  is  classed  ^ 
by  its  producers  among  these  "others," 

Washington  representatives  of  cane  interests  have  been  informed  that  an 
increase  of  from  1  cent  to  1^  c^nts  a  .pound  in  the  ceiling  for  refined  sugar 
is  likely,  ,  ,  .  '    ,  ' 

Describing  the  Government  as  ih.the  sugar  business  "hook,  line  and  sinkei*," 
Earl  B.  Wilson,  director  of  the  sugar  branch  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
informed  the  American  Sugar"  Cane  League  that  the  Government  wants  to  get  out  as 
soon  as  practicable,  '    .  _  / 

Spokesmen  for  the  league  told  Mr.  ViTilson  that  the  basis  of  most  of  the  ills 
of  the  continental  sugar  industry  stemmed  from  the  price  structure,  Clarence 
Bourg,  in  behalf  of  the  league,  reported  that  prices  must  be  set  "on  a  basis  of 
parity,  giving  to  producers,  refiners  and^ distributors  a  fair  share  in  the 
market  at  a  reasonable  level  in  comparison  to  the  marketing  of  other  foods," 

Midwest  States ^  Omaha,  Neb,  ~  Midwest  farmers  and  ranchers  are  sprouting  wings 
Many  mean  it  literally  when  they  promise  io  "drop  in"  on  neighbors,  for  the  number 
owning  and  flying  planes  is  growing  steadily,       '  * 

If  a  fence  breaks  anywhere  on  his'  acres,"  the  farmer  hops  into  his  small 
plane  and  lands  alongside  'the  break  for  a  ouick  repair  job.  The  planes  come 
in  handy  for  checking  cattle  and  windmills. 

The  fifty-odd  planes  now  In  use  among  Nebraska  farmers  is  smaller  than 
the  Flying  Farmer  Corps  in  Iowa  and.  some  other  Midwest  States,    Oklahoma  has 
a  flying  farmer ^s  organization  and  more  than  100  flew  into  Stillwater  last 
summer  for  a  combination  farmirig--^f lying  meet'. 

Phil  Sheldon,  of  Scotts  Bluff,  Neb,,  editor  and  soil  conservationist, 
recently  had  260  acres  of  rye  seeded  in  eight  hours  by  pl^ane, 

Midwe.stq^rn  far.aiers  are  watching  closely  palifornia  plane-seeding  experi- 
ments into  which  the  Department  of  the  Int.erior  is  sinking  $100,000  

From  the  Memphis  Commercial 'Appeal,  Dec,.?  ' 

Fmi  LABOR  IS  GONE,  ARKA^JSAN  CONCLUDES  -  The  labor  th.at  left  the 'farm  dur- 
ing the  war  years  is  not  coming  back  and  mechanical  farming  is  not  a  prospect  for 
the  immediate  future^  therefore  the  years  of  transition,  when  there  is  neither 
labor  nor  machinery  will' be  the  ye-:.irs  which  will  test  the  ingenuity  of  the  farmer, 
P,  E.  Simmons  of  Osceola,  Ark,,  concludes,,...  Farm  Digest  2265-45-4 
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Pron  tlie  1\"gw  York  Tines,  Dec./ll  (Cont.-)  -  * 

COTTOII  PRICE  HELD  IH  l^iJmOV'  SiiilGE— ^ilthou^i  cotton  futures  prices  held 
v/ithin  a.  narrow  range  7estercLay,  the  narket  closed  steady,  5  points  higher  to 
1  point  lower  on  the  da.y. 

The  export  "business  continued  to  expand.     In  the  trade  ifv/as  reported  that 
Italy,  Prance  and  China  have  t allien  in  recent  weehs  e.  total  of  200,000  iDales, 
and  their  needs  are  placed  for  the  coining  year  at  over  2,000,000  "bales,  G-rcat 
Britain  is  also  expected  to  "be  in  the  narket  shortly  for  100,000  hales. 

The  ITational  Fertilizer  Association  placed  the  sales  of  fertilizer  in  the 
cotton  States  fron  =^anuary  through  i'ovenber  at  6,Ul5,26S  tons,   or  S  -per  cont 
no  re  than  the  5j9^^-»060  tons  of  last  year, 

l.'HOLSS^iLS  FOOD  YOLUICS  RI SSS-.-VJholesale  food  volujne  in  the  week  ended  Dec,  g 
shov/ed  a  gain  of  a  little  norc  than  S  loer  cent  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
19^^,  according  to  the  Anerican  Institute  of  Food  Dis trihution.  Inc.,  yesterday, 

Fron  the  Herald  Trihune,  Hew  York,  Dec,  11  -  ^  ■ 

2i- MILLIOil  PAIHS  SUEPLUS  SHOES  PLACED  01"  SAL-E— Approxinately  2,6^1, 2gl 
nevj  p)airs  of  shoes  ar^d  hoots,  originally  costing  the  ^'^rny  and  ITavy $13,000,000 
were  placed  on  sale  yesterday  in  a.  na.tion-wide  marketing  of  surplus  footwear, 
according  to  Colonel  FrarJi  L,  Seynour,  regional  director  of  the  surplus  property 
divis ion-consuner  goods,  Reconstruct  ion  Finance  Corp, 

BIG  NYLON  SHIPI'lEHT  M.^E  3Y  HOLEPROOF  HOSIERY  CO.— Gustave  Frankel,  president 
of  Holeproof  Hosiery  Co.,  Milwa.ulreo,  announced  that  his  firn  ha.d  shipped  toda.y 
250,000  pairs  of  all-nylon  v/onen's  hose  to  3»5CO  dea.lcrs  in  nore  than  1,000 
cities  throughout  the  country  and  planned  to  ship  7>000  dozen  pa.irs  of  nen^s 
nylon  hose  to  the  sane  dealers  next  v/eek. 

CAiTi^A  AND  U.  S.  MOVE  TO'JiJD  PilCT  ON  CPJ:DIT — First  steps  tov/ard  conclusion 
of  a  long-tern  credit  agreenent  hetv/een  Canaxla  and  the  United  Kingdom  v/ere  taken 
here  during  the  .week  end, 

The^actua.1  a.greenent  prohahly  v/ill  not  he  signed  hofore  next  year,  •• 
A  group  of  senior  British  fina.nce  a.nd  tra.de  experts  conferred -with 
Canadian  officials  follov/ing  their  participation  in  the  trotractcd  negotia-tion 
of  a  credit  deal  v/ith  the  United  Sta^tes  at  V/ashington,  •    •  • 

Fron  the  Butohors'  Advocate,  Dec.  5-^5  - 

SEES  BIG-  DEIIAilD  FOR  BUTTER  SOON— E.  E,  Kaskell,  president  of  the  Anerican 
Butter  Institute,  recently  predicted  "vrithin  a  few  ncnths"  a  denand  for  hutter 
50  per  cent  ahove  wajr-tino  consunption  levels, 

"During  the  v/a.r  consunption  dropped  to  less  thaji '  100,000, 000  poun:s  nonthly, 
"but  I  expect  a.n  increase  denand  tha.t  v/ill  rca.ch  150,000,000  pounds  within  a. 
fevrnonths,"  ilr,  Haskell  said. 
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From  the  New  York  'A'all  Street  Journal,  ■  Dec*-  11  (Cont  )■■'-'  ■ 

FLOUR  SUBSIDIES  I-AY  BE  ENDED  -  Dealers  have  sold -all  the  mills  can  produce 
through  next  June^  if  they  i-vould  take  the  orders/  they  could  be'  booked  until 
the  end  of  1946,    In  the  face  of  this  demand,  especially  from  a  ravenous  Euro'pe, 
they  declare,  the  80  cents-  a  hundredweight  subsidy  on' flour  for  domestic  use 
and  the_95'-cent  subsidy  for  flour  for  export  are  absurdities. 

Flour  men  point  to  the  ease  with  which  a  5-cent-a-pound  increase' in  the  price 
of  butter  was  absorb^ed.    Ending  the  subsidy  on  flour  would  call  for  only  a 
one~cent-a-loaf  rise  in  the  price  of  bread. 


GOFFES  BIPORTS  haven't  responded  heavily  to  the  Government's  3-cents-a 
pound  subsidy;  , Between  1  million  and  1,250,000  bags  have  come  in  under  the 
subsidy,  most  of  it  from  Brazil's  National  Coffee  Department,  which  buys  coffee 
to  keep  up  the  price.    Private  owners  of  higher  grade  coffee  want  another 
2  cents  a  pound. 


CIG/lRETTE  PRICES  may- fall  after  Christmas,  Holiday  buying  is ,  holding  them 
steady  now,  except  in  rare,  scattered  instances,  in  the  face  of  .huge  supplies. 
The  wartime  "famine"  brands  are  disappearing,,,. 


INEDIBLE  C.'iJTALOUPES  have  solved  the  mildew  problem' for  the ;  Imperial- Valley' s 
growers  of  edible  ones.    Nearly  all  the  California  garden  spot's  20,000  acres- 
will  be  planted-  next  year  in  two  new  varieties,  off-spring  of  the  inedible^ 
mildew-resistant  cantaloupe  and  toothsome  domestic strains ,    Spoilage  in 
cross-country  shipmi.ent  has  caused  serious  losses  in  former  years.. 


'GLOBAL  B.U.ANCE  SHEET  "for  food  planned  by  the  United    Nations  Food  and  ■ 
Agricultiire  Organization,    This  balance  sheet  is  supposed' to . point  out . danger 
spots  of  overpio-duction  and  underconsumption.    Estimates'  would  be  rough  now,- 
but  F.A.O,  experts  believe  -they  could  be  made  accurate  by  the  time  food  sur— ■  ■ 
pluses  are  a  problem.     They  expect  this  to  be  in  a  very  few  years, 

F.A.C.  thinkers  wani/their  unit's  charter  amended  to  allow  it  to  organize 
world  commodity  control  cartels  when  surpluses  come,     .       .      r  .■:  •., 


.  SHORTAGE  OF  LE.:.THS^  ''fON'T  LAST^ VERY •  LCl^JG.  TR J3E  ECQNailST . Sa^S  -.Increasing  : 
availability  of  cattlehides — 23,5  miliioh  tl'iis^  year  and  an  estimated  production 
of  24  million  for  1946 — indicates  that-  leather  .cannot  continue  critically  scarce 
for  any  1,0 ng  period,  according  to  'John  H, -Patterson, .  economist  of  the  National 
Shoe  Manufacturers  Association.; 


CUR'4€Ni -^?:R!AI.  (iECUHO  j 
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I3AILY  FARM  NEl^fS  DICIEST  '  U.S.  DEIVJlTrENT  OF  AORTCTTLTTIRF 

^    (For  Dec.  12,  19^6)  0F5ICE  OF  INFOPJiOTON 


Y'ashington  25,  D.C. 


(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  r^hich  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  In  Press.  Service,  Roora  UlUk,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I,) 

From  NeiT-  York  Times Dec.  12  - 

WOOL  FIGHT  LOOMS  IN  NEF  CCNGRESS-Convening  of  the  Eighteith  Congress  next 
month  mil  be  i;iarked  by  renewal  of  the  battle  for  and  against  continuation  of 
Government  purchase  and  sale  of  the  domestic  wool  clip,  it  v/as  learned  yesterday. 
Both  sides  are  girding  for  a  fight  to  the  finish  as  soon  as  possible.  Several 
bills.  Ydll  be  introdacedp  it  was  said,  in  favor  of  the  gromng  industry,  whdch 
claims  that  unless  the  program  is  continued  the  decline  in  flocks  T.dll  be  greater 
than  has  been  the  case  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Chief  among  these  bills  T.lll  be  one  by  Senator  Joseph  C.  O'Mahoney  of 
%oming,  Tfhich  would  guarantee  prices  to  v/ool  gi-'owers  for  the  period  of  the  post-*-- 
war  adjustment,  and  another  sponsored  by  Senator  E.  V.  Rooertson  of  Wyoming, 
which  Ydll  ask  for  an  extension  of  the  Governiient's  v/ool  merchandising  program. 


COTTONSEED  PLAN  STIRS  RESENTIv.ENT-;  PRODUCE  SKCHid^^GE  IS  MtOUSED  0V3R  K^TliRES 
TRADING  PROPOSAL-Announcement  yesterday  by  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  that  it 
is  contemplating  the  establishment  of  trading  in  cottonseed  oil  futures  aroused 
strong  resentment  among  members  of  the  New  York  Produce  ^cchange,  Y/hj.ch  initiated 
the  local  market  for  the  commodity  more  than  forty  years  ago, 

Commienting  on  the  development,  a  spokesman  for  the  Produce  F^xchange  stated: 
"Fe  cannot  understand  the  Mev!-  York  Cotton  Exchange's  action  in  attemT)ting  to 
establish  another  futures  m.arket  in  cottonseed  oil  in  New  York  City,    The  ''ew 
York  Produce  Exchange  inaugurated  this  m.arket  over  forty  years  ago  and  has 
built  up  to  a  world-wn.de  free  market  in  cottonseed  oil  and  has  always  operated 
in  a  very  satis factor;\^  manner  to  the  oils  trade. 


NEl^^  YORK  STaTE  AID  IS  ASKED  IN  SCHOOL  lUNCHES-That  the  Htate"  should  subsidize         -  : 
the  school  lunch  program.,  after  Federal  aid  lapses  next  February,  -  was  the 
consensus  of  nutrition  experts  from  both  pi^blic  and  private  agencies  who  testified  i 
yesterday  before  the  State  Joint  Legislative  Corumittee  on  Nutrition,  ■ 

State  Senator  Thomas  C ,  Desmond  01  Newbur.gb,  chairman  of  the  committee  \ 
promised  to  introduce  legislation  for  the  purpose  v/hen  the  Senate  convenes  in  j 
January.  '  ] 


TEXTILE  T'ORKERS  GET  10  CENT  RISE  IN  FAY-Boston-The  Textile  \;orkers  Union 
of  America,  announced  today  a  10-cent-an-hour  wage  incrt^ase  for  90,000  cotton 
textile  v/orkers  in  Nev.^  England  and  the  Aiiadle  ^^tiantic  states  and  said  "the 
next  step"  mil  be  a  demand  for  I5  cents  hourly  raise  tnroughout  the  South,  Emdl 
Rieve,  TWA  president^  said  the  10-cent  boost  directly  affected  forty-seven  mills 
in  New  England,  Nev>r  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  !'Iaryland  and  that 
individual  contracts  for  the  sam.e  terms  ''are  expected  to  follow"  in  t7/ent3''-five  " 
additional  mills , 

(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items         _  _  _  _ 
in  today's  N.Y.  Times.) 
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From  Nev/  York  Journal  of  Coirjnerce^  Dec.  12  - 


I 


'  ■  THORP  CITES  F/VR!';"FP.  GPJ.K  FROM- FREER  TRADE-San  Francisco-Assistant  Secre- 
tary of ■  State  Mllard  L.  Thorp^  bidding  for- farmer  support  for  the  /dninistration 's 
program  for  world  economic  cooperation,  said  yesterday  the  alternative  vias  "an  ever 
increasing  encroachjnent  of  State  controls  upon  private  trade," 

In  an  address  to  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  Thorp  also  said  the 
United  States  intends  to  keep  on. doing  its  part  to  feed  hungry  people  abroad. 
What  the  United  States  v;ants  in  international  trade,  the  Assistant  Secretary  said, 
is  a  v.'orld  organization  in  which  countries  i\rith  private  enterprise  economics. 
State  enterprise  economies,  and  combinations  of  the  two,  can  Yfork  side  by  side 
to  lift  livine-  standards  and  stabilize  economic  relations. 


HIGHER  FERTIUZER  PRICES  EXPECTED-In  .the  light  of  a  further  substantial 
loss  in  the  production  of  .'".rmionium  sulphate,  major  sources  of  nitrogen  in  fertili- 
zers, and  the  exceedingly  tight  supply  position  that  exists  in  other  chemical 
fertilizers,  it  is  generally  expected  that  farmers  will  have  to  pay  higher  prices 
for  mixed  goods  next  spring, 

AcQording  to  reports  over  thirty  days  production  of  ammonium,  sulphate 
v/as  lost  in  the  recent  coal  strike. 


NO  BOOM  AND  BUST  IN  FOODS,  SAYS  n:LLIS-Only  sugar,  fats,  oils  and  soap 
will  remain  j.n  short  supply  next  year  and.  even  these  will  shoi'"  an  Improvement 
says  Paul  S.  V.lllis,  president  of  Grocery  Manufacturers  of  ■'merica.  Inc. 

Food  prices,  IVillis  believes,  have  passed  their  peak  and  are  headed 
lower  as  the  return  to  a  buyers'  market  progresses.    The  adjustm.ent  yoJJI  be 
'orderly, 'however ,  and  not  according  to  a  boom  or  bust  pattern,  he  thinks. 

Prospects  are  bright,  ^'illis  sa^^s,  if  the  food  industry  C8.n  be  assured 
industrial  peace. 


Y/ORSTED  WOOL  CONSmffTION  INCREASES  OVER  19^5  FIGURES-Due  to  the  .great 
dem.and  of  worsted  fabrics,  American  mills  have  been  increasing  their  output  of 
this  construction  as  against  woolen  cloths,  the  latest  monthly  report  of  the 
National  Association  of  ^"'ool  Manufacturers  reveals. 

Based  on  reports  that  September,  1946,  consumption  of  a^pparel  wools 
equaled  the  weekly  August  rate  of  12,4-00,000  pounds,  scoured,  per  week,  the 
association  states  that  "it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  total  consumption  of  apparel 
wools  in  1946  will  be  greater  than  In  1945  -and  will  equal  or  exceed  the  record- 
breaking  consumption  in  1943  'v^^'hen  mills  used  an  average  of  11, 3^0,000  scoured 
pounds  of  wool  weekly," 


L/iRGE  SCALE  MILL  ''""OOL  Bir/ING  TO  BE  RESUlvIED  IN  JALiUiiRY-( Bureau  of  UoTirnr.l 
of  Commerce )-Boston-The  sudden  turn  about  in  the  coal  strike  situation  has 
lessened  the  apprehension  which  prevailed  in  the  local  vrool  market  a  week  ago, 
but  it  has  not  had  any  appreciable  effect  on  the  demand  for  raw  material  during 
the  past  fev;  days.    Many  mill  buyers  have  indicrted  they  vlll  be  back  in  the 
market  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year  for  substantial  quantities. 

Farm  Digest  26$ 5-46-2 


Irom  Charlotte  (1T,C.)  Observer/  Dec,  4-- 

VAST  POOD  SHORTAGdil-iiditorial-The  futility  of  su>)sidies  ^^^as■  never  "better 
illustrated  than  in  the  present  potato  situation,  * 

Secretary  cf  Agriculture '  Clinton  P,  Anderson  wote  a  letter  to  Senate  and 
House  committees  in  which  he  said  that  20  million  iDushcls  of  potatoes  "bought 
this  year  under  the  price  support  program  are  likely  to  "be  a  total  v/a^stc. 

Because  of  the  price  support  plan  enacted  hy  Congress,  which  -put  the  price 
of  potatoes'  a"bove  that  of  the  free  market,   the  Department  of  Agriculture  v/as 
forced  to  "buy  these  millions  of  iDushels  with  no  place  to  store  them. 

Every  availa"blo  warehouse  is  full,  and  millions  of  imshels  have  had  to  "be 
left  in  th'e  field,  'protbected  only  "by  straw.     In  the  northern  states  this  cover- 
ing will  not  keep  them  from  freezing.     Surely  a  fev/  ships  coMld  to  got  together 
to  take  these  potatoes  to  people  who  wo^jild  "be  glad  to  get  them.     It  x^/ould  "be 
far  "better  to  give  them  away  than  to  let  them  rot. 

And  then  Congress  should  repeal  that  su"bsidy  program* 

From  Milwaukee  (ifisc,)  Journal,  Dec,  4  -  ' 

SUGAR  III  1947-Editorial-On  March  51,  1947,  unless  congress  decides  to  the 
contrary,   the  rationing  of  sugar  v/ill  end  in  the  UrJ.ted  States.    A  study  of  the 
pertinent  facts  raises  serious  Questions  v/hether  congress  should  permit  sugar 
control  to  lause  so  soono 

It  is  estimated  that  \A^orld  production  of  sugar  in  1947  will  "be  about 
4,000,000  tons  mere  than  in  1946,     This  vdll  permit  a  somewhat  increased  annual 
per  'capita  consumption  in  the  United"  Sta-te-s  in  the  second  half  of  1947  and  the 
first  hal'J'  of  1948,     It  will  not,  however,  permit  a  sugar  hungry  people  to 
use  all  the  sug'-r  it  wants. 

To  insure  an  orderly  di stri"bution,  as  v/ell  as  to  prevent  speculation,  would 
it  not  "be  advisa"ble  to  continue  close'  control'  for  at  least  the'  first  half  of 
1947? 

It  is  to  "be  hoped  that  congross,^  soon  after  going  into  session,  will  make 
a  thorough  study  of  the  sugar  situation  with  a  vicv/  to  taking  necessary  action 
to  prevent  a  dislocation  in  the  market  tlirough  -the  untimely  expiration  of  the 
control  act.     If  regulation  of  sugar  di stri"bution  must  he  continued,   it  v/ould 
"be  unfortunate  indeed  to  permit  the  old  law  to  die  and  then,  after  much  damage 
had  "been  done,   to  "be  compelled  to  restore  controls. 

From  Des  Moines  (lowa)  Tribune,  Dec,  4  - 

SEES  BRLG-ET  EAPM  EUTUIS  -  "I  can't  got  very  pessimistic  a"bout  the  future 
of  a  nation  v/hose  "basic  industry  is  agriculture,"  Warren  Tf,  Shoemaker,  Chicago, 
111,,  told  the  Iowa  Retail  Earn  Eq_uipment  associa,tion,  .Wednesday, 

Shoemaker,  executive  vice— president  of  Armo-iur  and, Co,,  pointed  out  that 
the  farmers  of  the  United  States  have  26  "billion  dolla^rs  of  "q^uick  assets"  and 
a  total  de"bt  of  only  eight  billion  dollars.    He  was  optimistic  about  the 
immedia.te  future  prosperity  of  the  farmers, 

"Some  day  v/e' 11  have  to  get  back  to  lower  price  levels,  but  I  Cc-:n' t  sec 
that  it  is  going  to  develop  any  time  soon,     "It  looks  to  me  that  for  the  next 
two  or  tliree  years,  any  farm  surplus  we  have  will  be  needed  and  needed  badly  by 
many  nations  of  the  world.    And  I  thirik  the  money  to  buy  our  agricultural  pro- 
ducts v/i  11  be  forthcoming  from  som.c  source," 

Farm  Digest  2655-46 


From  Atlanta  (Ga,)   Constitution^  Pec^  5 


SOUTKSBIT  WHS  HETUM.  TO  FASl^j  T3i^AlTTS,   OVffilElS^Southeastern  farmers-  who  put 
on  a  uniform  during  World  War  II  'are  returning  to'  the  land  to  farm  —  "but  as 
owners  and  tenants  instead  of  lahorers,   the  Yetcrans'  Administration  has  re- 
ported here* 

An  estimated  75  percent  of  Southeastern  ex-G-Is  who  left  the  farm  have  al- 
ready returned  to  farm.ing*  The  survey  reports  only  seven  percent  v/ent  "back  as 
hired  la"bor, 

Tv70  major  YA  programs  are  making  the  joh  easier  for  former  farmiiands  who 
want  to  ov/n  their  own  land»     Through  a  G-overnment-guaranteed  loan,  vetera.ns  can 
get  agricultural  training  program  offers  specialized  instruction  in  farm  manage^ 
ment  and  financial  help  through  su'bsistence  payments, 

Donductcd  in  co-operation  with  State  Departments  of  Education,  the  on-the- 
farm  program  has  already  attracted  more  than  8,900  veterans  in  Georgia,  Alahama, 
South  Carolina,  TloVida  and  Tennessee, 

From  Sioux  City  (lowa)  Journal,  ITov,  25  - 

III  PAIR1C3SS  TO  rA}ii--I]IlRa-li]ditorial-¥ith  industrial  workers  constantly  gaining 
ground,  in  their -iDattle  for  a  stalDiiizcd  income,   for  a  paycheck  every  week  in 
the  yea,r'and  other  assurances  ®f  income  security;  no  one  should  o"bject  to  far- 
mers seeking  similar  safeguardso     Hence  the  plea  of  President  Charles  i^^ar shall 
of  ITehraska  Farm  Bureau  federation  ±"o  farmers  to  organize  a  united  fight  for  a 
stahilized  income  should  v/in  general  approval,  . 

Requests  from  the  department  of  agriculture  for  a,nother  record  cro"';;  acreage 
for  194?  is  hased  on  the  Dclief  that  there  will  he  a  v/orld  demand  next  year  for 
anything  in  the  line  of  foodstuffs,   ,  ,  America  can  spare.     For  all  that,  Mr, 
Marshall  prohahly  is  right  in  his  prediction  that  farm  surpluses  again  are  to 
exist. 

True,   the  government  is  pledged  to  support  farm  prices  at  nea.r  parity  for 
a  time  after  the  end  of  the  war.    But,  warns  Vir ,  M?.r shall,  no  effective  raeasur^cs 
have  "been  ena,cted  to  insure  and  maintain  parity  prices. 

From  Cincinnati  Enquirer,  Pec,  4  - 

THE  SOAP  I AHI-CET-Editorial-Wliilc  material  shortages  were  given,   for  months, 
as  reasons  for  the  low  supplies  of  soap  which  reached  the  market,  housev/ives 
now  are  wondering  how  true  that  explanation  might  have  been.     They  noted,  soon 
after  retail  prices  had  "been  advanced,  that  some  soap  hecame  increasingly  plenti- 
ful,   A  day  or  two  ago  at  lea.st  one  chain  store  group  advertised  soap  powders 
for  sale  without  limits.     Bar  soaps  still  are  on  the  ''hord-to-get "  list, 

TVhile  it  seems'  rcasonahle  to  "believe  that  at  Ica.st  a  portion  of  the  in- 
creased su.pply  can  he  traced  to  the  increased  amo^ants  of  availa'ble  fats  from 
livestock,   still,  Mrs,  Housev/ife  reasons,   considera"ble  time  must  he  req_uired  for 
processing  those  fats.     She  had  heen  warned  that  "many  v/ecks"  would  pass  ?.ftcr 
the  lifting  of  livestock  ceilings  hefore  the  soap  market  could  reflect  the  gain. 
She  is  glad,  _  of  course,   that  additional  soaps  are  availahlc,^     It  cannot  "be  said 
she  approves  of  the  price  hoost.     But  alDovc  a,ll  she  wonders  how  the  feat  was 
accomplished,  .■  ..'''■'■■ 


.^AILY  FARI,:  NEV^S  DIGEST     ^         ^        ft  /V  :4J.^r|c^ART-ENT  OF  M^CVJ/TUKE 

^  (The  ne-v 

taken  are  on  fi 

Rrom  New  York  Times,  Dec.  I3  - 


^spaDers  aM- l^^ga:^ti^ne 9f  ^r^iil,^  agricultural  items  are 

file  in  Pr^-£ervic.e,jW'tl%??f  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031^ 


FARMERS _ URGE  ALL  TO  AID  FULL  OUTPUT-San , Francis co-The  .American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation,  winding  up  its  annual  convention  here  today,  called  for  the  iir.med^:' ate 

Zr::l^^\f4l:^^^^^  to  ^development  of  a  permanent  agriculturarp^ogrl: 

corrective  uof  "Txhe  basic  causes  01  disparity  between  agriculture,  labor  and 
industry,"  •  .       &  ^  miu 

The  delegates  from  forty-five  states  and  Puerto  Rico  recop-nized  by 
resolution  "the  desirability  of  full  agricultural  production."  ' 

Tney  gave  notice  however,  that  "agriculture  cannot  maintain  full  product^ -n 
If  industry  is  going  to  maintain  rigidly  high  prices  by  cutting  doim  oroduction  ^ 
and  applying  monopolistic  controls,  or  if  labor  is  going  to  insist  upon 
maintaining  high  wage  rates  and  to  continue  such  increases  in  T/a^-es  without 
regard  to  productivity  and  to  enforce  such  rates  with  scare:  ty  oolici  es  wiic>^  ' 
discourage  consumption  and  throw  people  out  of  work  and  on  t..  relief^rolls  .<»^^ 

UMRA  K)OD  MISUSE  EDUND  3Y  HiERRY-The  United  States  should  contribut.  food 

----- —  -^-fs. 

that  UNERA  supplies,  most  of  which  are  furnished  fc.  the  United  StltesnaS 
been  diverted  m  the  Russian  occupied  areas  he  visited.  ' 

BACK  roOD  GROUP,  LA  GUiuHDI;;  URGES- =;t    Pn„T   u    y    t  ^ 
U^WA  director-generll,  warned  Aoertc:n7;ra^^^^^^^^ 

guard"  by  present  favorable  agriculture  conditions  and  to  support  ttefn^er 
national  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization.  "Pport  tnc  intcr- 

Speaking  to  nore  than  3,000  Northwest  fartners  the  f-r-^er  Ner,  Ynr.^  i'-,-. 
them  to  "see,  hear  and  say  a'hell  of  a  lot,"  to  haireffcrL  of  "s^^culSo^  ' 
SlcZlX  ticker-tapers"  to  scuttle  the'pAO,  which  he  sa^  as  thfhopf ^5  ' 

FAPa  PRODUCTS  PRICES  DEGLINE-rashington-Average  priraarv  narket  orices  ..ere  ur. 
changed  for  the  week  ended  Dec.  7,  as  lor;er  prices  of  agricultural  coSoSities 
balanced  ir.creases       all  other  !P..jor  con^iodity  groups.    The  index  of  co^^odnv 
prices  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reLxnea  at  139a  ;e?ce"t  ;i  ti-e 
1926  average,  3.2  percent  higher  than  the  first  week  of  hover^oe^    and  30  6 
percent  above  a  year  ago,  iovi„..ub,,  „.na  jo.o 

becausf  o-'lf  ^"'"^  f^^^*^  aeolined  u.6  percent  auring  the  veek,  lar^^eW- 
because  o±  lower  quotations  for  grains  and  eggs.  '  ° 


(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
in  today's  N.T.  Times.  ) 
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From  New  York  Journal  of  C:^m^Aurce,  Dec.  13  -  '  ^ 

TOP  AGENCY  SET  UP  TO  ASSUI^E  ALL  CONTROIS,  EXHEPT  HOUSINa  IN  FINii  LIQUIDATIO 
PROGRiJVl-Washingt on- Final  liquidation  of  the  Federal  agencies  established  to 
control  the  nation^  s  economy  during  the  Yrar  ivas  toda^'  lodged  mth  a  ney^  agency — 
the  Office  of  Temporary  Controls — ^rrhich  vjill  take  over  the  remaining  T'a.r 
programs  except  housing. 

In  announcing  the  change,  President  Truman  said  that  Major  General  Ph.illip 
E,  Fleming  Yd.ll  head  the  nev/  agency. 

The  President  transfer'red  to  the  new  agency  the  functions  of  the  Office  of 
Tar  Mobilization  and  Reconversion,  the  Office  of  Economic  Stabilization,  the 
Office  of  Price  administration,  and  the  Civilian  Production  -'administration. 


TANJJERS  YILL  FIGHT  LEATHER  TARIFF  CUT-Any  move  to  reduce  the  present  ' 
United  States  leather  import  duties  will  meet  vdth  stern  opoosition  from 
domestic  producers,  representati\^es  of  the  tanning  industry  warned  yesterda^;^. 

Preparing  for  a  fight  on  the  issue  at  the  forthcoming  hearj.ngs  on  proposed 
reciprocal  trade  agreements  mth  eighteen  countries,  the  Tanners^  Council 
of  America  lashed  out  at  foreign  "discrimination"  against  United  States  importers 
in  the  world's  hide  and  slcin  markets. 


PRICES  RECEIVED  BY  F"l:MSRS-Editorial-Prices  received  by  farmers  for  their 
crops  and  livestock  declined  in  Kovt^miber  from  the  peak  Octooer  level.  The 
average  was  263  percent  of  the  1909-14  level  last  month,  as  compared  with  273 
percent  j-n  October. 

The  recession  in  prices  received  by  farm_ers  from  the  October  peak  is  likely 
to  go  considerably  further  next  year.    Declining  farm  prices  will  probably  lead 
to  new^  demands  for  price  support  m.easures,  as  has  occurred  so  often  in  the  Dast, 
No  patter  how  high  farm  prices  ns.j  go  in  res-p'-^nse  to  temoorary  influences,  once 
they  start  doTm  agitation  develops  for  relief  measures.    This  ha-nnened  after 
World  War  I,  and  we  may "anticipate  a  recurrence 'of  demands  for  Government  action 
to  return  to  peak  price  levels  this  tine. 


mLL  MEET  SaCCE'JIIN  NEEDS-St.  Louis-Ifcnsanto  Chemical  Co.,  a  major 

manufacturer  of  saccharin,  announced  today  that  it  expects  to  meet  all  norm.al 
requiremients  for  the  sweetening  agent  on  a  current  basis  during  the  early  part 
of  1947  and  that  appreciable  gains  on  the  backlog  of  demand  would  also  be  made. 


SEE  CANNING  CROP  .VCRT^AGES  MENACED-?:.'Iadis on- Vegetable  canners  in  T'isconsin 
have  found  it  a  difficult  problem  to  contract  with  farmers  for  crop  quotas  of 
canning  vegetables  due  to  the  wartime  boom  in  dairy  products,  according  to  Marvi 
Verhulst,  secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Canners'  Association. 

Canning  crops  are  forced  to  compete  vd.th  the  forage  crops  that  can  be  tran 
formed  into  milk,  he  noted,  staiing  that  all  signs  point  to  a  continiiing  boom,  in 
the  dairy  m.arket  at  least  for  the  first  half  of  next  year,  yrhile  vegetable 
processors  are  uncertain  about  their  mxarket  ?jid  the  prices  01  their  products 
during  the  same  season. 
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Prom  Baltimore  S^jji,  Dec,  12  - 

MR.  TKULiAH  MUST  ACT  rO¥  TO  CUT  TIE]  TESASURY'  S  PARi^  PROGEAi^i  LOSSSS  - 
Editorial  -  The  RepulDlican  leadership  in  the  nev;  Congress  has  "been  going  over 
.the  various  wartime  ■  statutes  v/ith  an  eye  to  cutting  dov/n  the  President's  emer- 
gency power  s» 

In  one  area  immediate  action  to  suspend  wartime  provisions  is  not  only 
feasible  but  urgent.     This  is  the  program  for  wartime  support  of  farm  prices. 
The  public  ioiov/s  in  a  general  v/ay  that  farm  price  support  extends  by  lav;  for 
a  "two-year"  period  beyond  the  war. 

There  is  now  no  reason  whatever  to  continue  the  v/artime  food  program 
beyond  the  narro\\rest  meaning  of  the  lawo 

¥e  already  see  the  truth  of  that  in  the  awful  mess  v/e  have  got  into  by 
extensing  the  v/artime  price  program  in  potatoes  into  the  present  crop  year. 
There  ha,s  been  a  spectacular  overproduction  and  millions  of  bushels  of  potatoes 
are  now  rotting  in  the  fields,     G-overnment  losses  under  pri ce- guarantee  commit- 
ments will-  run  to  perhaps  $80,000,000,    To  lessen  the 'chance  of  similar  debacles 
in  other  farm  lines,   the  President  must  issue  a  presidential  proclamation  by 
December  31  or  earlier  and  so  terminate  the  guarantee  period  Ja,nuary  1,  19  49  — 
the  earliest  date  now  possible  under  present  law. 

Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  Dec,  7  -  ^ 

TR0UBL3  SCOiSR  THAI!  S}{pIiC!ISD  -  Editorial  -  Parm  •ivices  are  beginning  to 
soften,    D^j.ring  the  first  week  of  December  we  have  seen  wheat  off  20  cents  a  < 
bushel,   corn  down  13  cents,  eggs  slipping,   cotton  dropping  $4  a  bale  in  tv;o 
days  and  lard  and  hides  under  heavy  pressure. 

At  least  a  third  of  farm  staples  now  are  selling  below  the  parity  level, 
.'That  means  that  further  declines  will  bring  demands  for  government  action  to  get 
the  Steagall  amcndinent  into  actien, 

'Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  has  recognized  the  situation. 
In  a  letter  to  the  chairmen  of  the  congressional  agriculture  committees  and  the 
ranking  minority  members  of  those  committees  he  has  called  for  a  joint  confercnc 
at  an  early  date  to  consider  the  problem  of  price  su'oport  policy, 

-Anderson,  in  his  letter,  points  out  the  problem  already  presented  by 
potatoes  v/hich  has  resulted  in  a  surplus  of  20  million  bushels  of  this  commodity 
These  surplus  potatoes  undoubtedly  will  be  a  total  V7a,stc,   rotting  for  v/ant  of 
takers  even  on  a  give-away  basis,    Anderson  points  out,   too,  the  fears  of  the 
poultry  industry  about  the  situation  in  1947.     Though  he  did  not  specify  it,  he 
might  have  pointed'  out  also  that  we  are  hoarding  rapidly  into  price  trouble  in 
wheat ,  ':■•-.  ,  • 

All_  told,  the  nation  appears  to  be  headed  for  trouble  on  the  farm  price 
problem  much  sooner  than  had  been  anticipated  even  by  the  most  pessimistic 
observers* 

Prom  Topcka  (Kans.)  Capital,  Dec,  6  - 

PRODUCTIOiT  OITLY  SCLUTIOiT  TO  POSTWAR  PJIADJUSTM^iTT  SAYS  CIDSTSR  DAVIS  -Only 
with  full  production  will  agriculture  and  industry  overcome  'the  problems  of  po\/ 
postwa^r  rca.djustmcnt ,   Chester  C,  Davis,  president  of  the  Pederal  Reserve  Banlc  of 
St,  Louis  and  former  AAA  and  ""OA  chief,   told  mere  than  2.0'00  Sa^stern  Kansas 
farmers  last  night,  .  .They  applaydcd  loudly  when  ho  said  the  only  solution  to 
present  problems  is  "thrii  the  cottom  good,  a.nd  not  s-oecial  priority  for  any  one 
group," 

«• 
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Prom  Portland  (Ore»,)  Oregonian,  Dec.  4  -  , 

MBlQIiRS  imVB  QUICK  ASSETS  ~  An  inrportant  factor  in  the  economy  of  the  ' 
nation  at  the  present  time' is  the  fact  that  the  farmers  have  2ij  dollars  of  • 
quick  assets,   such  as  cash    war  "bonds  and  "bank  deposits,  for  every  dollar  of 
indehtedness,     TiT, '       (Bill;  Christensen,  president  of  the  Commercial  iTational 
'Bank  of  Hillshorp,  declared  in  Portland  Tuesday,    Just  "back  from  an  8,000~mile 
automohile  trip,  Christensen  pointed  out  that  this  splendid  financial  position 
of  the  American  farmer  was  a  reversal  from  that  prevailing  after  the  first  world 
v/ar.    After  ¥orld  Tfar  I,  he  said,  the  farmers  had  one  dollar  of  quick  assets 
for  every  2j-  of  indelDtedness* 

Prom  Burlington  (vt^)  Pree  Press,  Dec^  6  - 

VEMOTT  MILK  COHTROL  BOARD  SURPRISSS  BY  RSDUCIiTO  TIO  PRICE  POR  LIGHT  C^KEMi 
Mohtpelicr       The-  Vermont  Milk  Control  Board  in  a  surprise  order  today  dropped 
the  existing  minimum  price  for  light  cream  and  set  the  minimum  price  on  heavy 
cream  lower  than  expected.  ■ 

The  retail  price  minimum  for  a  half-pint  of  light  cream,  18  to  20  per 
cent  "butterfat,  was  reduced  from  20  to  18  cents,  pints  from  38  to  34  cents  and 
quarts  from  72  to  58  cents. 

Per  heavy  cream,  from  38  to  40  per  cent  "butterfat,   the  "board  set  the  retail 
minimum  at  33  cents  a  half-pint,  52  cents  a  pint  and  $1,22  a  quart,  ^ 

Prom  Charleston  (S,C,)  Hews  and*  Courier,  Dec.  8  - 

Iv'SCHAlTIZATIOI:  cuts  COTTOIT  PIELD  HOURS,  PIAIG  TEROl-ER  JJSZD  -  In  South 
Carolina  full  mechanization  has  cut  the  raari-hours  to  produce  an  acre  of  cotton 
from  a"bout  133  to  ahout  19  according  to  e.  recent  news  "bulletin  of  the  Agricultur-  A 
al  Insecticide  and  Pungicide  association.  ^ 

The  article  went  on,   "In  Ala"bama  the  figures  were  100  hours  per  acre  with 
man  laT^or  and  mule  power,   cut  to  a'bout  29  hours  with  mechanization.    In  the 
Mississippi  delta  the  man-hours  came  down  from  almost  140  to  less  than  13," 

"This  will  inevitably  mean'  lower  production  costs,  cnalDling  the  farmer  to 
sell  lower  th^n  necessary  and  yet  realize  a  profit  commensurate  v/ith  good  liv- 
ing standards,  "  the  "bulletin  said* 

The  list  of  mechanical  devices  for  the  cotton  farm  has  swelled  ur.til  nov/ 
it  includes  tractor-powered  plows,  listers,   cultivators,  rotarj'-  hoes,  flame 
cultivators  and  choppers,   tra-ctor  and  airplane  dusting  and  defoliating  devices  , 
and  mechanical  pickers,  ' 

Prom  Indianapolis  (ind,)  Star,  Dec  7  - 

•  ESMC  SUCCESS  GAIT  BE  COITYERTED  -  Indiana's  44  .Sural  Electric  Membership 

Corporations,  which  were  regarded  as  a  dou"btful  financial  venture  a  decade  ago,  ; 

are  so  successful  that  they  already arc-.liecomi ng  "big  "businesses  and,  in  the  not  ; 

distant  future,  it  must  "be  determined  who  will  own  tljiese  utilities.  - 

Claude  R.  Wickard,  Adrnihi strator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Admini stra-  ; 

tion,  had  an  opportunity  to  explain  to  many  of  the  leaders  in  the  rural  clcctri-  , 

fi cation  movement,  the  tv;o  courses  these  corporations  can  take  when  their  govern-  j 

mont  loans  are  paid.  '  ' 
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f         ■  (The  nevrspapers  J^cl ^ma^-fii^^es 'fr^jrUV^^^^      these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  sjrVice".  Ro(m_.iil-^i^-^--j^??^  Gene  Harrison  at  6SiBl. ) 

From  The  New  York  Times,  Dec.  16- 

CAPPER--  HINTS  HE  FAVORS  CONTROLS  TO  AW.RT  TmiEOT'  FART^  SURPLUS-Y[ashington- 
Senator  Capper,  Republican,  of  Kansas,  slated  to  head  the  Senate  Agriculture 
Committee,  indicated  today  that  he  favored  farm  production  controls  under  the- 
Government  price— support  program,  if  necessary  to  prevent  unsaleable  surpluses. 

li^/hile  the  Government  has  promised  to  bolster  prices  of  most  commodities  at 
90  percent  of  parity  for  two  years  after  the  Y/ar  officially  is  ended,  Mr. 
Capper  said  that  this  did  not  solve  American  agriculture's  post-v/ar  problem. 

"Itiless  a  profitable  market  can  be  found  for  unlimited  production,  it  would 
be  no  kindness  to  producers  to  encourage  production  of  unsaleable  surpluses 
of  any  farm,  commodity his  statem.ent  observed. 


INDUSTRIES  ASSAIL  Ti'JilFF  REDUCTIONS-Both  the  cotton  and  rayon  textile 
weaving  industries  will  protest  any  decrease  in  tariff  rates  in  briefs  to  be 
filed  this  vreek  ¥dth  the  Comirdttee  on  Reciprocity it  v/as  learned  over  the 
week-end. 

Tanners  and  shoe  manufacturers  also  vo.ll  file  separate  briefs  calling  for 
a  hands-off  policy  on  current  tariffs. 


PRICES  FOR  mEi^T  CLOSE  TO  RECOi.DS-Chicago-Prices  oi  grains  moved  higher  last 
vfeek  on  the  Board  of  Trade  v/ith  wheat  in  the  lead.  The  January  delivery  oi  that 
cereal  sold  at  ^2,15-i-  ^  bushel  at  one  time,  or  within  2  3/4  cents  of  the  highest 
figure  since  1920,  while  cash  wheat  went  to  $2.22  for  No.  2  hard  wheat  and  $2,35 
for  No.  2  red,  new  peaks  for  twenty-six  years  and  vd-th  six  exceptions  the  highest 
prices  in  100  years,  according  to  available  records.  The  onlj^  tim,es  when  wheat 
was  higher  than  it  now  is  was  in  Vforld  T'ar  I  and  the  Civil  '"ar. 


CUBiJ^  GOVERMIENT  TO  NEGOTIATE  FOR  SUGi^^  SALE  E-ICEPT  TO  U .  S  .-Havana-The 
sale  of  300,000  tons  of  1947  Cuban  sugar  crop  to  countries  other  than  the  'United 
States  mil  be  negotiated  betvfeen  the  Cuban  Government  and  the  Governments  of 
the  ptcrchasing  nations,  according  to  the  provisions  of  a  decree  published  today. 


LOW  L/iRD  PRICES  STOP  SALES  RESISTANCE:  25c  RATE  IS  REGiUDED  AS  h  'LOSS 
LEADER '-Chicago-Lard,  a  scarce  commodity  so  far  as  the  housev/ife  is  concerned,  has 
reached  a  price  level  where  there  is  no  longer  any  sales  resistance  of  consequence. 
Many  local  retail  outlets  here  advertised  it  at-  25  cents  a  pound  for  week-end 
sales.    However, the  low  price  ivas  regarded  as  a  "loss  leader"  to  attract  customers. 
(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items  .     '    '  ' 

in  today's  New  York  Times.)   -       '  . 
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Erom  New  York  Times,,; ipecembef*  l6  -  .  ..     .  _ 

FiEN'"S  T.TLAR  DEi'iLERS  T;OULD  COMBAT  TREND  TO  PRICE  RISES-V'hile  men'  ^-'  Y/ear    ■  ■ 
manufacturers  are  exerting  every  effort  to  keep  prices  in  line,  leading  retailers 
are  anxious  for  inter-industry  conferences  to  discuss  means  of.  resisting  upward 
price  trends  vfhich  may  discourage  consumei**  buying,  according  to  the  t^ational 
Association  of  Retail  Clotniers  and  P'urnishers .    kany  dealers  have  loYvered 
their  historic  mark-up  levels  in  order  to  overcome  consumer  buying  protests, 
it  also  was  pointed  out  in  the  m'onthly  survey  of  the  group's  business  committee. 


INCLUSION  OE  ADS  IN  DRUG  ACT  URGED-Amendment  of"  th^..  Federal  .Eood,'  Dr^ag  and 
Cosmetic  Act  to  include  advertising  is  strongly  favored'  \yy-  the  na. jority  of  the 
drug  industry,  trade  sources  asserted  last  week.    Support  for  the  riove  was  said  to 
grov\r  as  manufacturers  continue  to  be  involved  in  actions '  before  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  over  whether  they  should  be  required  to  include ; warnings  and  explana- 
tions in  their  ads  as  they  .are  on  their  product  labels,.  Proponents  of  the 
plan  contend  that  the  present  arrangement  is  a  factually  'clear  state  ofldual 
administration,  of  two  Government  agencies  operating  in  the  same  field. 


From  Journal  of  Commerce,  Now.Yorky  Dec,  16  - 

LARGE  MEAT  OUTPUT  EXPECTED  IN  194-7-Next  year  will  be  one  of 'large  meat 
production,  possibly  larger  than  in  1946  or  a  third  more  than  was  produced 
on  the  long  time  average  before  the  war,  John  Holmes,  president  of  Swift  & 
Co.,  told  stockholders  yesterday  in  the  a.nnual  report. 


SUGAR  -PREIGHT  RATES  TO  RISE  JANUARY  1|  HIGHER  PRICES  SEEN  PROij..BLL-On  or 
about  Jan, 1  freight 'rates  on  dry  sugar  mil  be  increased  by  20  pbrcent  or  a 
m.axiiiium  per  100  pounds  of  lOc  as  a  result  of  the  recent  average  rise  oi  17.6 
♦percent  granted  to  rail  and  Y/ater  carriers.    Freight  rates  on  liquid  "sugar  and 
invert  sugar  Y/ill  be  increased  20  percent  ydth  no  maximum  liiaitation,-    l/ith  the 
freight  rates  and  the  prospect  that  the  Cuban  duty  Yvill  revert  to  the  treasury, 
some  sugar  observers  expect  further  advances  in  sugar  prices.    During  the  year 
four  advances  have  been  recorded. 


From  V'all  Street  Journal,  Dec,  l6  - 

U.S.  URGED  TO  E}:PORT  700  MILLION  BUSHELS  OF  GR  IN  BY  JLWF>  3'0-  N:"/:I0NAL  PLANF-- 
ING  ASSOCIATION  1^'OULD  AVOID  HIGH  RESERVES-^"'ashdngton-ExpDrts  of  grain  substantial:^^ 
above  the  400  million:  bushels  now  planned  by  the  Government  are  recomm.ended  by 
the  business-,/ labor,  agriculture'  and  international  committees  of  the  National 
Planning  Association,  : 

An  additional  300  million  bushels  of  grain  could  "be  spared -by  .,this  country, 
according  to  the  N.,P*A.,  a  non-Government  group.    Should  this  recomm.endat ion 
be  adopted  and  carried  out,  exports  of  cereals  for  the  crop  year  ending  next 
Juno  30  would  total  700  million  bushels,  ■  '  .  ■ 

Besides  the  need  for  the  grain  in  European  and  other  nations,  the  N,P.A,  said 
that  unless  exports -are  boosted  to  this  figure,  this  country  would  be  faced 
V.  *:+h  a  carryover  of  Y^rheat  of  over  200  million  bushels  on  June  30,  1947 and  a 
coir  -^-^^^erve  of  around  500  million  bushels  on  October  1. 
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From  Wall  Street  Journal,  Dec,  13  —  '  -  , 

lOT  FLOORS  FOR  FAEii  PIIIC35  '..ILL  33  lAID.  iriiXT  TJAR  -  Bureaucrats  and 
tillers  alike  are  di ssatisf ield  with  present  parity  price  supports,  Anderson 
points  to  plethoras  of  potatoes  and  eggs  as  horritle  examples.    He  has  ca.lled 
a  conference  of  Congressional  leaders  to  discuss  other  p-lans, 

.  Farm  groups  plug,  a  nev/  scheme  known  as  '^forv/ard  pricing,"    The  Agriculture 
Department  v/ould  ( l)   set  a  production  goal  for  the  year-off  harvest,  ( 2)  estimate 
what  price  would  encourage  this  supply-,  and  (o)  guarantee  that  return  to  plan- 
ters. 

Present  high  wartime  "floors"  could  last  until  1950,     The  new  scheme' s 
proponents  claim  the  way  to  reconvert  farming  is  to  give  agriculture  a  peace- 
time program  now^ 

From  St,  Paul  Pioneer  Press,  Dec.  o  — 

I-aSlIU^O'IA  FAGSS  HJi-S^Ilia  ,0F  MILLIOil  BUSI-GLS  O:?  POTATO:ilS  -  A  million 
"bushels  of  harvested  Minnesota  potatoes,  ar  ahout  ten  train  loads,  are  in  dan« 
ger  of  being  dumped  out  as  waste  next  spring  due  to  the  lack  of  practical^ ways 
to  get  them  into  the  mouths  of  poor  and  the  hungry,  it  v/as^  revealed  Monday^ 

The  v/aste  of  geod  potatoes  from  the  entire  ITorthwest^s  "bumper  crop  is 
likely  to_run  well  up  into  the  millions  of  bushels,  and  nationally  the  total 
supply  that  may  be  dumped  is  estimated  officially  at  20  million  bushels,  it  was 
disclosed^ 

From  Dallas  Hews,  Dec,  8  - 

EAi-IIZi  i^HSIA-GSS  COTTOiT' S  THRCITI]  -  Recent  developments  which  threaten_  to  make 
ramie,   the  world^ s  strongest  vegetable  fiber,  a  major  competitor  of  cotton,  is 
causing  intense  excitement  in  many  areas  of  the  Deep  South  and  in  Texas^ 

TVhat  suddenly  puts  the  so— called  wonder  fiber  into  the  fore- front  of  textile 
fibers  is  the  successful  peeling  (called  decortication)  of  the  plant  on  a  com- 
mercial scale  after  centuries  of  futile  effort  in  that  direction  v/hich  kept 
ramie  largely  an  Oriental  household  industry^ 

First  largo—sale  decortication  of  ramie  fiber  ig  at  Belle  G-lade,.  Fla, ,  / 
where  Florida  Raaie  Products  Corporation  has  sot  up  a  plant  v/ith  an  estimated 
$300,000  investment. 

From  Erie  (Pcnn,)  Dispatcb-Hcrald,  3Jov.  29,  - 

Y3S,  TVE  HATHl  POTATOES-Sdi torial-  Government  is  counting  on  the  good  appe- 
tites of  schfol  children  to  eat  its  way  out  of  the  potato  surplus,  Millions 
of  bushels  ef  surplus  potatoes  have  been  bought  by  the  GDvernmcnt  to  support 
prices,  and,  after  the  Agriculture  Department  had  sold  all  it  could  for  starch, 
alcohol  and  stock  feed,  it  is  now  giving  potatoes  away  by  the  carloads  to 
schools  and  institutions.     The  G-ovornment-sponsorcd  school  lunch  program,  provides 
a  v/ay,  •  . 
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Prom  Boston  G-lobe,  Dec.  6  - 


l'JH2ES^S  THE  SUGAR?  «  Sdit<^rial  ~  Continuation  of  the  sugar  shortage,  so- 
called, 'has  begun  to  elicit  roars  of  disapproval  from  several  directions, 
Evidently-j   this  v;ill  be  e»ne  of  the  ig;uestions  explored  "by  the  incoming  Congress 
next  month* 

At  present  the  whole  subject  is  befogged  by  dispute,     Mr,  Harold  I  ekes 
charges  that  the  inability  of  housev/ives  to  o"btain  enough  sugar  for  home- 
cooking  purposes  results  from  a  government- sponsored  arrangement,  v/hich  di- 
verts most  of  our  domestic  supply  to  favored  soft  drink,   candy  and  food 
industries*    He  demands  a  change  to  restore  the  woman  in  the  kitchen  to  command 
over  httr  family's  food  provisioning* 

At  the  same  time,  21  consumer  industries  have  asked  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture for  a  boost  in  their  allotments  from  available  supplies.     They  feel  tha' 
this  can  be  done  without  causing  any  sericus interruption  to  the  program  for 
sugar  shipments  abroad.    Meantime,  from  Cuba  come  new  reports  of  ovcrabundancCo 

The  best  answer  to  all  these  contradictory  bits_ of  news  would  be  a  speedy 
Congressional  inquiry^     The  continued  blockade  on  home  cooking  is  certainly 
adding  to  the  financial  problem.s  of  m^any  households* 

iFrom  Baltimore  Evening  Sun,  Dccem.ber  10  — 

^    PRODUCE  PERILED  BY  RSPRIGSRATOR  CAR  SHORTASO]  -  Baltimore  railroad  officials 
today  warned  that  perishable  produce  "will  rot  in  the  fields"  in  the  next 
seven  months  unless  more  refrigerator  cars  become  available^ 

Their  prediction  is  based  upon  records  of  past  movements  of  perishable 
foods  and  on  Department  of  Agriculture  estim.atese 

They  said  "a  few  new  refrigerator  cars"  are  slated  for  delivery  in  the 
first  half  of  1947,  but  that  "shipment  conditions  will  be  worse  than  in  the 
first  half  of  1946," 

"With  the  war  over,  our  nation's  peacetime  economy  is  affected  by  a  nearly 
ten  per  cent  increase  in  population  and  a  shortage  of  equipment  needs, "  said 
one  rail  executivco     "That  means  several  million  more  mouths  to  feed*     It  also 
means  getting  the  foo'd  to  them,  " 

Prom  Paterson  (H»J,)   Call,  Dec^  5-  .  . 

MORE.i-imT  AHEAD  AHD  CHEAPER  TOO      Editorial  -  ileat  prices  are  still  too 
high  to  convince  Mr^  Average  Citizen  that  the  problem  of  keeping  this  staple 
food  requirement  on  the  American  family  table  has  been  solved  stai sf actorily 
"by  the  administration.    But  the  U«  S,  Departm.ent  of  Agri culture*  s  latest  repcr 
indicates  that  we  can  look  forward  to  a  continued  improvement  now_ that  the 
venerable  law  of  supply  and  dcm-and^  as  constant  and  reliable  as  the  law  of 
gravity,  is  again  being  given  recognition  in  governmental  circles^ 

We  are  told  the  cattle  populati.cn  of  the  United  States  is  now  at  a  near- 
record  figure,  indicating  that  beef  and  veal  production  this  comxing  year  will 
approach  the  all-time  high  level  of  84  pounds  per  capita  of  19 45*    Much  of  tha 
output,  however,  went  overseas  to  our  armed  forces  and  tc  Russia  a,s  lend-lease 
so  that  civilians  here  had  a  market  to  draw  on  of  about  70  pounds  per  person.. 
So  it  is  a  certainty  that  there  will  be  more  meat  for  home  consumption  in  the 
year  ahead© 
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T'as hin  'H:.  on  25,  D .  C  . 


(The  nev.'s papers  and  nagazdnes  fron  v-hich  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  /^14A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  on  603I.) 

From  New  York  Ti.mes,  Dec,  17  - 

NE?..;  THREAT  LOOIIS  TO  SOAP  PRODUCTION-aGRICUITlIRE  DEPART! SNT  IS  FOR  BOOST, 
1\ITH  STATE,  COIGJERCE  OFFICIALS  OPPOSING  STEP-K-nal  decision  on  hov  much  soap 
■vd.ll  be  available  for  United  States  cons^oiners  in  19^7  is  being  held  up  by 
conflicting  opinions  at  Cabinet  levels,  trade  sources  stated  yesterday,  'v.brld 
allocations  vere  to  have  been  announced  by  the  International  Em.ergency  Food 
Council  last  Y:eek-end,  they  stated,  but  v^ere  delayed  by  the  disagreement. 

The  Department  of  ^igTiculture  has  taken  the  position  that  the  United  States 
should  have  more  edible  and  inedible  fats  and  oils  in  1947  than  y^ere  allocated 
during  the  1945  and  I946  periods.    The  Departm.ents  of  State  and  Commerce  have 
taken  the  opposite  vier,  trade  circles  said,  because  of  foreign  policy 
considerations . 


STR.-CHEY  FLYING  TO  U.S.  AITK  ijRIilon  iOOL  rLL^.-iiritisii  i*ooa  Idnister  John 
Strachey  is  flying  to  Lashingt-on  in  an  efiort  to  persuade  the  United  States 
Government  to  increase  its  v.dieat  allocation  to  i^ritain  and  thus  prevent  a  cut 
in  that  country's  breed  ration,  Reuters  reported  irom  London  last  night.  He 
TTill  go  on  to  Lashington-'  tomorrovr. 


SEE  NO  PRICE  RISE  IN  COTTON  TEXTILES-Cotton  textile  prices  i-ill  remain  firm 
in  the  face  of  the  lO-cent  hourly  vrage  increase  granted  by  northern  mills, 
effective  the  first  v:eek  in  Januarj^,  according  to    '^'-brth  Street  comjnission 
men  yesterday.    Sales  currently  being  miade  for  delivery  in  the  second  quarter 
of  1947  are  at  prices  i"hich  prevailed  prior  to  suspension  of  price  control  on 
textiles,  they  said, 

V.'age  increases  granted  by  the  northern  mills  are  the  forerunner  of  similar 
increases  in  the  South,  comjiiission  m.en  said,  if  the  pattern  of  increases 
follovrs  those  of  last  August  T:hen  an  E-cent-per-hour  advance  ivas  m.ade  throughout 
the  Indus trj^. 


ALASKi.  IS  BOOMED  AS  PULP  aND  PAPER  S'.;URCE-1 /asiiington-Alaska  appeared' today 
to  be  on  the  verge  of  nevv  industrial  developm.ent ,     "Conversations  have  been  under 
T/ay  for  many  months  mth  several  interests  Kho  are  actively/  seeking  to  develop 
the  pulp  and  paper  industry  in  the  territoryp!'  J.  A,  Krug,  Secretary  of  Interior 
said. 

He  estimated  that  Alaska  could  produce  1,000,000  tons  of  ney/sprint  a  year, 
a  quarter  of  the  nation's  needs. 
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From.  Nevj-  York  Journal  of  Commerce^  Dec,  17  - 

U.S.  SIJPRET'iE  COURT  Br.CKS  MILK  OKDEIx-l.ashmgton-The  Supreme  Court  today 
unanimously  rejected  efforts  by  the  beeley  Dairy  of  Chicago^  to  Challenge 
a  Federal  milk  marketing  orde'r  in  a  ;^ower  court. 

The  decision  was  given  on  an  appeal  by  the  Justice  Department,  Y:hich 
contended  that  under  the  Agricultural  I'arketing  Agreement  Act  the  dairy 
was  required  first  to  take  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Agriculture  its  objections  to 
the  order.    The  department  said  that  after  exhausting  its  administrative 
remedy  v/ith  the  Secretary^  the  dairy  could  take  its  challenge  to  court. 


EXPORTS  DUE  TO  RISE  $2  BILLION  NEXT  YE.\R  OVER  IIDE  PROMT;  hTAVY  FDRETGN  DE-X- 
IvIAND  POR  TEXTILES,  FOODS. -A  two  billion  dollar  increase  in  commercial  exports- 
may  be  chalked  up  next  year* 

Folloi'Ting  the  100  percent  jump  in  non— Governmental  exports  indicated  for 
1946,  this  additional  rise  would  boost  comraerical  shipments  abroad  to  around 
the  ilO, 000, 000, 000  mark. 

This  figure  contrasts  with- the  post  Vorld  I'ar  1  peak  of  ^3^200,000,000 
achieved  in  1920,  the  second  postwar  year. 

The  1947  export  expansion  Tri-11  be  spread  over  a  broad  list  of  commodities. 
Here  are  some  of  the  high  spots: 

Foods-Largely  dependent  upon  supplies  Congress  grants  for  relief  in  war 
devastated  countries,  but  ¥fith  amounts  inevitably  large  because  of  the  huge 
volume  on  hand, 

Textiles-World  shortages  are  so  acute  that  broad  markets  exist  for  any 
products  that  can  be  spared  domestically. 


COTTON  GOODS  OUTPUT  DOV;N  5  PERCENT  TKLiLD  ^UiuxTEK  SHouS-'v.ashington-Production 
of  cotton  broad  vroven  goods  (except  tire  fabrics)  amounted  to  2,182,000,000 
linear  yards  during  the  third  quarter  1946,  the  Census  mreau  reported  today. 
This  was  5  percent  less  than  in  the  preceding  quarter,  but  9  percent  greater 
than  the  same  1945  quarter. 


BRITAIN »S  OUTPUT  OF  RAYON  AT  PEAK-Liverpool- British  output  of  rayon 
(including  nylon)  in  October  reached  the  new  high  level  of  1^,300,000  lbs 
and  compared  mth  a  monthly  average  of  12,200,000  lbs.  in  1945  and  15,100,000 
lbs.  in  1939. 


From  Vail  Street  Journal,  Dec.  17  - 

LACK  OF  NITROGEN  I;Ii\Y  STUNT  NEXT  YEi'\R»S  COTTON  CEOP,  DIXIE  GROI.EiRS  CLAIIvi!- 
lilississippi  delta  planters  say  fertilizer  makers  have  cancelled  40^  to  85^ 
of  ammonium  nitrate  shipments  into  their  area.  V'ithout  this  key  plant  food, 
they  lament,  cotton  planting  i^ll  be  cut  and  yields  on  what  is  grov.TL  vdll  be 
sharply  reduced.  Applied  to  cotton  fields,  nitrogen  makes  healthier  plants, 
heavier  production. 


pcirm  Digest  2685-46-2 


-  3  - 


Prom  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  Dec,  14  - 

SUGAR  POLICY  PACES  AT'IAGK  II"  C01IGS53S,  Washington  -  Lines  sre  oeing 
dravm  for  a  fight  in  Congress  over  the  sugar  shortage ^ 

The  issue  will  center  on  the  Truman  administration's  policy  of  sharing 
sugar  produced  in  the  Cari'b'bean  area  with  ^Kirope  and  Canada.,     This  policy  v/as 
started  early  in  the  war  in  order  to  assure  this  country' s  fighting  Allies 
of  essential  supplies* 

ITow  that  the  wa^r  is  over  and  v/orld  sugar  production  is  increasing  from 
the  low  levels  to  which  it  declined  during  the  conflict,  there  are  many  v/ho 
contend  this  sharing  should-  "be  alDandoned, 

Lining  up  on  one  side  are  many  industrial  users,   such  as  candy  m.alcers, 
"bakers,   soft  drink  "bottlers,  and  food  processor s»    Along  with  individual 
consumers,   they  are  "being  rationed.     They  are  allov/ed  only  60  per  cent  of  thfc 
quantity  they  used  in  1941,, 

These  users  v;ant  more  sugar*  Tliey  have  a  potential  market  for  more  of 
their  products  than  they  can  mak:e  with  their  lim.ited  sugar  supplies* 

A  delegation  of  industrial  users  and  dis tri"butors  told  Secretary  Anderson 
recently  that  at  least  enough  sugar  should  "be  made  availa^ble  to  the  United 
States  in  1947  to  re-esta,"blish  per  capita  consumption  to  the  prev/ar  level, 

_  G-overnment  sugar  experts  say  this  is  impossi'ble  if  the  United  States 
is  to  live  up  to  its  international  olDligations  and  is  not  to  play  a  "hoggish 
roleo" 

From  xTev/  Orleans  Times-Pi cajnine,  Dec»  13  - 

COTTOIT  I'ACHIICOS  ESLD  HOPE  OF  U.S.  SAYS  DODD    -  Washington,  -llechaniza- 
tion  is  held  out  "by  Horris  E*  Dodd,   the' under  secretary  of  agr  icul  t-iore,  as  one 
hope  in  the  cotton  situation.     This  may  make  it  possible  for  American  cotton 
to  compete  in  the  world  market. 

Price  support  policies  cloud  the  whole  export  picture  for  many  agricul- 
tural products.     In  lir ,  Dodd' s  opinion  the  v/orld  price  of  many  agricultural 
commodities  will  fall  "belov;  our  parity  price  and  even  helpw  90  per  cent  of 
parity.     It  is  going  to  "be  difficult  to  persuade  the  taxpa^^er  tc  pay  the 
difference  "between  the  domestic  price  and  the  v/orld  price. 

From  Hilwauliee  Journal,  Dec  11  - 

S2A.'TS  FARI'-'IEES  SJEIC  MOPJ^  ITElf  mCHIlSS  -  Wi-consin  farmers  need  new  farm 
implements  "badlyo     That  statement  —  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  general 
dearth  of  capital,  producer  and  consumer  goods  —  v/as  nevertheless  most  cor:?- 
apicuous  at  the  convention  of  the  Wisconsin  Implem.ent  Dealers'  association 
Wednesday,     "The  J,  I.  Case  and  Allis-Chalmers  strikes  have  aggravated  the 
already  acute  shortage,  "  a  num"ber  of  dealers  statedc 

"If  every  dealer  in  the  state  had  all  the  equipment  he  needed  he  could 
do  $100,000  worth  of  "business  almost  overnight,'^  sa,id  another  dealer, 

"Farmers  may  "be  "balking  a  little  at  high  prices,  hut  in  general  they  can 
and  would  "bu^^  almost  any  type  of  implement  available,  "  said  a  dealer  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  state^ 
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From  Boston  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Dec,  11  - 

UiTSOUlTD  5^003 -PSACTI CSS  EDLD  miaGIUO  TO  ITuTRITIOIT  FIIiLP,  Hew  York  -  Be- 
cause of  overexploi tat  ion  of  discoveries  in  the  field  of  nutrition,   the  puDlic' 
has  "been  grossly  misled  and  the  physical  "betterment  of  the  human  race  retarded! 
according  to_  charges  made  at  the  Hew  York  section  of  the  American  Chemical 
SocietA^  "by  Prof,  Leonard  A,  Ilaynard,  Director  of  the  Cornell  University  School 
of  Uutrition, 

Unsound  food' practices  embarrassing  the  true  nutrition  scientists  have 
resulted  from  exa.ggerated  claims*  of  "benefits  to  be  derived  from  vitamins,  frOE 
soil  treatments,  from  modern  marketing  methods,  and  other  factors,  Dr,  Maynard 
said, 

"Optimum  nutrition  certainly_ will  not  be  accomplished  by  saturating  the 
bod;^^  with  a  fev/  cheap  vitamins,  with  lesser  attention  accordingly  to  other 
essential  nutrients,"  he  declared. 

Progress  in  the  studj'-  of  human  nutrition  has  been  by  no  means  so  great  as 
is  popularly  supposed,  according  to  Dr.»  1^'Iaynard,  who  asserted  that  /'in  ma^nj 
respects,  we  know  more  about  feeding  farm,  anim^als  than  feeding  peoples" 

The  importance  of  soil  composition  has  long  been  evident  in  terms  of 
grazing  animals,  out  the  effect  of  soil  ingredients  on  human  food  values 
remains  to  be  demonstrated.  Professor  Flaynard  stated. 


I 


Prom  Louisville  (Ky,)  Courier- Journal,  Dec  8  - 

TEHRE'S  JUST  TOO  WCE  BUEIu^Y  --i  THAT'S  MY  PRICES  ARIC  DOI'/IT  -  Despite  the 
nautral  disappointment  of  growers,"  with  production  costs  and  other  prices  for 
things  the  farmer  or  anybody  else  has  to  have  sky-high,  a  factual  survey  of 
the  burley  tobacco  situa.tion  shows  tha-t  it  is  neither  unreasonable  nor  surpris- 
ing. 

The  basic  explanation  is  that  the  current  dilemma  v/as  born  of  the  in- 
exorable law  of  supply  and  demand.    An  obvious  conclusion  is  that  things  would 
be  tough  indeed  had  not  the  farmicr  been  cushioned  with  the, burley  pool  loan  -«- 
a  G-overnmcnt-supported  price  he  can  accept  if  the'  manufacturers  and  brokers^ 
buyers  don' t  offer  him  as  much«  Come  Hell  and  high  water,  that  fact  is  a 
stabiiizong  comfort. 

From  Davenport  Democrat  and  Leader,  Dec,  13  -  ■  - 

SHCRTAGSS,  SOTE  LUI^SjIR  AITD  FU^L,   BRIilC  K:illf  lUTERIiST  DT  D3VEL0PI1IO  lOliCA 
¥OODLOTS  (AP)  -  Iowa  farmers  are  becoming  increasingly  interested  in  their 
v/ood  lots  v/hile  state  conservation  comjnission  members  are  authorizing  some 
experimental  studies  in  state-owned  forest  land,* 

Richard  Campbell,   lov/a  State  college  forester,  says  the  high  demand  for 
native  lumber,   coupled' with  the  use  of  v/opd  for  fuel  and  posts  has  led  to  a 
n&w  respect  for  Kawkeye  woodlots.     He  urged  farmers  to  manage  their  woodlands 
prS^perly  so  that  .they  will  produce  more  and  better  tim.ber, 

>    Defective,  poorly  formicd  and  weakened  trees  should  be  cut  cut  of  lots,  he 
j5^d.     The  young,   thrifty  trees  should  be  left  as  a  basis  for  fut^are  product.- • 
t'ion.     Trees  should  be  nrotected  from  jcrazing  and  fire. 
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(The  newspapers'  and'  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  /^14A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  New  York  Times,  Dec,  18  - 

U.S..  FLOUR  TO  AVERT  BRITISH  BREAD  Cl^-London-The  British  bread  ration,  which 
was  in  jeopardy  yesterday  vrhen  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  a  drastic"  cut  in  wheat  shipments  to  Britain,  has  just  tarely  been 
saved,  John  Strachey,  Food  liini.ster,  anjfiounced  in  the  House  of  Commons  today. 

Iv^shington  has  allotted  a  torjiage  of  flour  in  addition  to  wheat,  and  as 
a  result  Mr,  Strachey,  who  was  all  set  to  fly , to  the  United  States  mth  the 
most  urgent  messages  of  exhortation  and  protest,  has  now  canceled  his  flight. 


BYRNES  PLEDGES  REVIEW':  OF  LKLpmENT  OF  FOOD  ABhu^-l^ashington-A  ^,hite  House 
statement  covering  the  whole  question  oi  the  shipment  of  fooa  acroad  from  the 
United  States,  mth  especial  reference  to  the  internal  transportation  situation 
in  this  country ^.-11]^  be  issued  soon,  probabl^v'-  Y"ithin  the  next  day  or  two. 
Secretary  of  State  B^A'nes  forecast  at  his  news  conference  toda.y. 

The  o^uestion  has  been  the  subject,  of  conferences  of  the  State,  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  Departments  as  well  as  other  Government  agencies  during  the  past 
fevT  days,  Mr.  Bjrrnes  said. 


TEXTILE  AIMS  CITED  ON  FLAli^iAEILITY;  PROPOSE  DRAFT  FOR  FEDERAL  LA' -A . 
proposed  draft  of  a  Federal  lai"'  dealing  T.dth  flamm.ability  of  fabrics  and 
wearing  apparel  was  outlined  yesterday  at  a  special  m.eeting  held  by  the  National 
Retail  Dry  Goods  Association, 

Hyman  FLshback,  counsel  to  the  associati^on,  epcplained  the  measure.  He 
told  the  seventy  representatives  of  retailers,  buying  offices,  garment,  textile 
and  trade  association  representatives  present  that,  unless  CongreS;S  takes  action 
to  enact  a  uniform  measure  for  the  country  as,  a  whole  a  "chaotic"  situation  would 
follow  enactment  of  varying  l?.ws  passed  )j/  the  f orty-ei ■g'ht-i^Sti&:t"l;£ . 


FROZEN -  FO'OD  GLU'T  OF  Ij^RKET  DEl^^ED-Ther.e  is.  no  glut  of  frozen  food  in 
the  nation's  warehouses  today,  Fritz  Erahm,  chairm.an  of  the    Frozen  Food 
Division,  National  Food  Brokers  Association,  stated  yesterday^    Speaking  at 
a  meeting  of  frozen  food  distributors  he  warned  that  scare  selling  at  sacrifice 
prices  vrould  invite  a  debacle  Y;hich  '^.as  not  justified  by  marKet  condi-oions. 


x?}'  thi_  -StRlA),  RECORD 

^-■0£l3  01346  -k; 

U.    vi^sh-^^^.-^l  OF  A3S1CU|JURE 


Farm  Direst  2605-46 


-2- 


Erom  Nev'f  York  Journal  oi  Commerce,  Dec.  18  -  , 

U.S.  PRIORITIES  SOON  TO  TIGHTEN  BOL.  C^.  SQUEEZE  01^  ll^LDSTRI -TO  L'lEET  CURRENT 
EXPORT  C5RAIN  PR0GRAM-T;asha.ngton-Industr3-  is  faced  \.dth  a  lurther  tightening  of 
the  already  acute  box  car  shortage. 

Diversion  of  a  large  number  of  box  cars  from  industrial  service  to  the 
transportation  of  grain  to  sea  ports  is  imminent.    It  i.ill  be  accomplished  throug. 
the  issuance  of  priorities  for  this  grain  movement. 

.   The  Administration  is  attempting  to  reach  a  grain  export  goal  of  12,000,000 
tons  during  the  current  crop  year."   This,  it  is  felt,  can  be  accomplished  only 
through  the  commandeering  of  additional  freight  facilities , 


CPA  HOLDS  STEEL  K)R  DOMESTIC  BOX  CAR  NEEDS-Lashington- Foreign  reauirements 
'for  new  freight  cars  vd.ll  have  to  take  a  back  seat  to  domestic  needs  as  the 
result  of  the  ever  tightening  shortage  of  freight  cars. 

In  a  new  steel  preference  order,  issued  today,  the  Civilian  Production 
Administration  stipulated  that  no  freight  car  builder  shall  place  any  order 
for  steel  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  production  of  freight  cars  for  export, 
on  orders  received  after  Nov.  30,  unless  the  builder  has  a  witten  authorization 
from  the  CPA  itself.    All  steel  allocated  for  building  of  cars,  for  export  will 
go  to  meet  dpmestic  markets,  .  . 


BROADER  IvIARI^CETS  FOR  U.S.  VITAL  SAYS  UN  FOOD  AUTHORITY-Chicago-There  v/ill  be  a 
depression  on  a  much  greater  scale  "than  the  last  one  unless  the  markets  are 
found  to  absorb  the  '^unparalleled  productive  capacity"  of  America,  S.  M  Bruce, 
chairman  of  the  Preparatory  Comjnission  of  World  Food  Proposals  of  the  UN  said 
today. 


SPOT  COTTON  SITUATION  TIGPIT  IN  TEIAS-Hous ton-Country  buyers  continued  to 
scour  the  countryside  during  the  past  week  for  cotton  needed  by  shipers  v:ho  ¥/ere 
short  on  their  domestic  and  foreign  comm.itments .    Reported  sales  for  the  period 
almost  doubled  those  of  the  preceding  week,  being  '^2,542  bales  against  16,027. 

Grovfing  tightness  in  the  spot  situation  was  the  leadin..^  topic  of  interest 
among  local  brokers  and  shippers.    Increasingly  difficult  conditions  ahead  were 
predicted  after  the  holidays  for  spot  shorts,    A  steady  foreign  demand,  coupled 
with  a  growing  anxiety  on  the  part  of  mills  vd-th  regard  to  spring  shipments  and 
a  fact  that  only  remnants  of  a  short  crop  remain  to  be  harvested,  were  the  major 
factors. 


NOVEIiBER  COTTON  CONSUI^TION  OFF-Y.'ashington-The  Census  Bureau  reported  today 
that  cotton  consumed  during  November  totaled  877,4-61  bales  of  lint  and  82,321 
bales  of  linters. 

This  compared  -vvith  931,229  bales  of  lint  and  79,244  bales  of  linters  consumed 
during  October  of  this  year,  and  743,22$  bales  of  lint  and  83,869  bales  of  linters 
consumed  during  November  of  last  year. 
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Jrom  ^i9:.nneapolis  (Minn.)  TrilDune,  Dec.  11  - 

THATCEEB.  URSSS         LSG-ISIATIOiT  TO  bUT  FARii  PRIci  UlTCSRTAIITTIES  -  Most 
disturbing  element  facing  the  farmer  today  is  the  outlook  of  agricultural 
prices,  M,        Thatcher,  general  manager  cf  Farmers  Union' Grain  Terminal  associa- 
tion,  told  stockholders  Tuesday,         _  . 

Renewing  his  suggestion  for  -a  pay-as-you-go  farm  program,  Thatcher  said 
present  legislation  is  inadequate  to  ansv/er  the  questions  of  farmers  who  are 
showing  grave  concern  over  the  uncertain  price  outlook, 

Irom  Tort  ¥orth  (Texas)  Star-Telegram,  Dec,  9  - 

FEDERAL  HELP  IS  LCOIOliD  FOR  BY  ¥OGL  I-ISH  -  Unless  some  government  program 
for  relieving  the  situation  is  developed  within  the  next  th^ree  or  four  months, 
the  wool  industry  will  face  a  serious  marketing  prohlem  next  year,  Vestal  As- 
kew,  secretary  of  the  Texas  Sheep  and  G-oat  Raisers'  Association,  pointed  out 
here  Monday, 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  "been  purchasing  all  domestic  wool  since 
1943  and  at  present  a"bout  500,000  pounds  of  wool  is  on  hand  in  warehouses, 
Askew  e3Cplained«     In  addition,  foreign  wool  has  "been  appearing  on  the  United 
States  market,  he  said.     The  government  "buying  program  will  end  April  15, 
1947,  less  than  a  month  "before  sheep  raisers  TDegin  clipping  the  1947  wool  crop. 

The  picture  is  much  better  for  the  goat  raisers,  since  there  is  no 
apprecia"ble  carry-over  of  mohair,  and  the  demand  is  average  to  good© 

From  Baltimore  Sun,  Dec,  17  - 

CAPPER  TALKS  IVHILE  TRULiAtT  IS  SILEiIT  OH  FARi-I  GUARAiTTEES  -  Editorial  - 
Senator  Capper,  of  Kansas,  now  suggests  Government  production  control  in  crops 
protected  "by  the  postwar  farm-price  guarantee,    Ifhat  the  Senator  says  is  im- 
portant "because  he  will  pro"ba"bly  head  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  as  the 
Repu'blicans  reorganize  it.    And  his  remarks  "bear  rather  directly  on  the  fail- 
ure to  date  of  President  Truman  to  declare  the  \mr  over  for  the  purposes  of  the 
farm-price  provisions  of  the  wartime  price— control  law. 

The  terms  of  this  guarantee  clarify  Senator  Capper^ s  reasons  for  asking 
crop  controls.     If  farmers  are  guaranteed  a  given  price,  and  that  a  high  one, 
they  will  push  to  increase  prpduction.     This  will  almost  certainly  result  as 
it  resulted_  in  potatoes  this  year,    ^he  Government  expected  some  378,000,000 
"bushels  of  potatoes  und^r  the  price-guarantee  piano  farmers  raised  478,000^ 

000  "bushels,"   The  Government  stands  to  lose  upward  of  $80,000,000  on  the  deal. 

But  v;hy,  in  the  face  of  this  experience,  does  not  the  president  act  nov/ 
to  terminate  the  guarantee  plan  at  the  earliest  possible  moment? 

From  Hartford, (Oonn,)  Times,  Dec,  12- 

SHAEE  T0EA.CC0  I-GBN  FIGHT  TARIFF  CUT  ^  Reviving  a  controversy  made  dormant  by 
the  war,   Connecticut  Valley  shadegrown  tobacco  producers  will  oppose  reductions 
in  tariffs  on  imported  cigar  wrapper  tobacco  from  the  ITetherlands  Indies  and 
Cuba  under  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  program.     The  organization  will  take 
a  strong  stand  against  duty  concessions  in  the  present  twG— way  trade  pacts  v/hcn 
hearings  open  in  Washington, 
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From  Sioux  City  (Iowa)  Journal,  Dec.  9  -  ' 

10,000  LETTERS  -  Editorial  -The  tentative  promise  of  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Anderson  that  ''"b-arring  unpredictalDle  disasters,."  American  con- 
sumers will  "be  allowed  an  erjftra  five  pounds  of  su'gar  "by  next  April  1  is  ^ 
of  little  comfort  to  million's  of  housewives  trying  to  plan  how  to  malie 
their  scanty  store  of  the  commodity  reach  through  the  holiday  season. 
It  is  a  safe  guess  that  few  households  had  the  stamps  recently  validated 
as  good  through  DecemlDer  in  their  possession  when  the  announcement  was  made^^ 

Up  in  South  Dakota  Mrs*  William  Paulson,  state  president  of  hoiue  demon^-i 
stration  cluhs,  is  urging  women  of  that  area  to  write  to  Representative  J 
Karl  Mundt  in  Washington,  asking  for  more  sugar  "before  Christmas,  The  ■ 
South  DeJiota  representative  promised,  she  says,  to  make  a.  request  to  the 
sugar  committee  for  an  extra  stamp  to  "be  validated,  providing  "he  has 
10,000  letters  to  "back  him  up ,        ...  .  •   -  ,  . 

From  Providence  (R,        Journal,  Dec.  12  - 

GRAI'G-B  HEAD  SAYS  CROP  '  SUHPLUSES  IP  imCOlTTEOLLED  'flLL  SPUR  SLUIiP  - 
Increasing  agricultural  surpluses,  unless  "brought  under  control,  will  lead 
the  nation  into  a  "very  serious  depression,"  Al^bert  S^  G-oss,  master  of  the 
national  G-range,  predicted  last  night, hef ore  the  annuaJ  convention  of  the 
Rhode  Island  State  G-range Co s s  expressed  concern  over  the  35  per  cent  in- 
crease in  fs.rra  crops  and  an  increase  of  only  17  per  cent  in  consumption 
during  the  last  five  years. 

In  "blaming  the  last  depression  on  farm  surplus,  the  speaker  ompha— ' 
sized  "v;e  have  got  to  find  the  answer  to  this  pro'blem,"    He  advocated  a 
program  of  flexi'ble  price  floors  on  farm,  products  and  the  diversion  of  '  any 
^surplus  products  to  "inferior  uses.''  He  told  more  than  300  attcjiding  the 
dinner  meeting  that  "su'bsidy  husiness  is  no  good  —  It  makes  "beggars  out  of 
us. 


From  Houston  Post,  Dec,  10  - 

CHAPA.CTERISTIC  -  Editorial  -  It  has'  "been  very  cold  in  i'ew  England 
recently  as  the  first  hard  freeze  of  the  season  gripped  that  part  of  the 
United  States  with  an  icy  hand,  and  over  the  wires  comes  the  news  of 
4,000,000  "bushels  o:'  surplus  potatoes,  freezing  at  Aroostook,  Mb,  They 
are  part  of  an  overall  surplus  of  some  100,000,000  "bushels,  and  it  is  , 
our  understanding  that  taxpayers  of  the  United'  States  have  shelled  out  j 
money  to  farmers  for  growing  these  potatocSa- 

Production  is  one  thing,     Dis trl"bution  is  another.     We  seem  to  "be  a 
"bit  deficient  in  the  latter  quality.    For  it  is  certainly  no  credit  to  us 
that  VIC  deli"berately  let  millions  of  "bushels  of  food  spoil  while  there  arc  ' 
hungry  and  starving  people  who  could  use  it,  .  J 


  \ 

From  G-reenvillc,  (S,C,)iTews,  Dec,  10  -    •    ,  •     '  •  .< 

DEr^TDBATED  FEEDS  ~  Some  of  the  farm  experts  are  looking  to  new  de- 
hydrating inachincry  to  solve  the  year-round  supply  of  topgrade  food  at 
less  cost  for  the  South, 

The  Southern  Farmer  estimates  that  the  lack  of  dry-  feed  for  winter 
use  costs  the  South  a  half  "billion  dollar  feed  Dill  each  year.    And  it 
stresses  that  dehydration  is  now  turning  sweet  ]potatoes,  alfalfa  and  hay 
into  year-round  feed  supplies. 
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are  on  file  In  Press  Service,  Room  7+12;rT^'"PT!^fife  aene  Marrison  at  b031.) 
From  New  York  Times, Dec.  19  - 

FTGI-fT  PUSHED  HERE  ON  RAYON  DUTY  CUT-By  pressing  for  reduction  in  United 
States  tariff  rates  for  rayon  yarn  and  staples,  British  rayon  interests,  in  effect 
will  destroy  the  assets  that  they  sold  to  American  investors,  according  to  a 
brief  to  be  filed  by  the  Ra7/on  Producers  Group  this  week  vrith  the  Committee  for 
Reciprocity'^  Information  in  Y/ashington, 

A  feature  of  the  brief  Ydll  be  a  forthright  declaration,  it  was  learned, 
that  rayon  and  cotton,  continually  heralded  as  the  leading  antagonists  in  the 
"battle  of  the  fibers^"  can  live  side  by  side  peacefully  in  this  country  if  the 
most  they  have  to  contend  T.i-th  is  domestic  production  of  the  respective  ■  staples . 

A  flood  of  imported  staple,  however,  would  upset  the  r-^jlat  ions  hip  between 
cotton,  and  rayon,  according  to  the  brief,  a.nd  do  great  harm  to  both,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  lack  of  a  specific  duty  on  ryaon  staple,  which. acts  to  the 
advantage  .of  low— cost  producing  nations. 


HIGHER  PPJCE  TREND  R)R  ?^0RSTED3  HTT-Protests  against  a  trend  to  higher 
prices  of  v;orsteds  has  been  registered  by  men's  clothing  manufacturers,  it  was 
learned  yesterday,    ^^'ool  mills,  generally  sold  up  through  next  April  on  worsteds, 
in  some  instances  have  been  quoting  higher  figures  for  deliveries  during 
succeeding  months,  it  v/as  said, 

,  ~    Clothing  producers  state  that  upward  price  adjustments  made  by  them 
recently  just  about  mark  the  end  of  ris^s,  a.nd  that  they  fear  consumer  I'esistance 
if  they  have  to  adjust  quotations  again  next  year.    Rising  costs  of  trimjnings 
also  are  a  source  of  Y'orry  to  the  cutters-up. 


OPPOSE  ANY  CUT  IN  '^^OL  RUG  DUTY-The  Institute  of  Carrot  hanufacturers  of 
America  will  file  Ydth  the  Committee  on  Reciprocity/"  Information  a  brief  protesting 
any  tariff  reduction  on 'imported  machine-made  wool  rugs,  a  mill  official  disclosed 
yesterday  at  the  annual  m.eeting. 

Yhile  declining  to  reveal  details  of  the  brief,  he  said  it  is  designed  to 
protect  American  carpet  mills  against  foreign  competition  operating  Tdth  lower 
plant  and  labor  costs . 


From  Journal  of  Commerc,  New  York,  Dec.  19  -  ' 

SUGAR  DEM/iND  UP-Sugar  ration  evidence  available  to  industrial  users  is 
beginning  to  appear  in  volume  and  demands  for  spot  supplies  are  expanding.  A 
hearing  mil  be  held  on  sugar  in  Y.^shington  today,  chiefly  to  acquaint  the  new 
Congress  v.dth  present  problemis  „ 
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Erom  New  York  Journal  of  .Commerce    Dec.  19  - 


PRESSUE  GROi'-'S  ON  FOOD  PRICES  AT  V^KOLESALE  LEVEL-Paced  by  sharp  price  breaks" 
in  canned  citrus  products  and  persistent  resale  pressure  by  distributors  endeavors 
ing  to  lighten  inventories  in  other  lines ^  weakness  in  carmed  foods  has  spread  to 
the  point  where  serious  concern  has  developed  in  some  industry  and  banking  circles. 

Actually,  the  only  major  canned  food  item,  vfhich  has  reacted  seriously  since 
decontrol  is  citrus— and  here  the  break  is  directly  attributable  to  a  heavy  carry- 
over from  1945  snd  an  indicated  record  1946-47  citrus  harvest. 

However^  substantial  offerings  of  carined  foods  at  resale  by  distributors 
endeavoring  to  balance  their  inventories  or  to  realize  cost  or  better  from  some 
'higher-priced  lines  have  tended  to  undermine  market  confidence  seriously. 


LUMBER  SHORTAGE  DEEENITELY  BROEKN,  FLErSNG  DECLiJlES-T/ashington-The  outlook 
now  is  that  there  yvHI  be  enough  building  materials  in  1Q47  to  start  1^200,000  , 
houses^  to  complete  1^000^000  units  and  for  "normal  miaj.ntenance  needs,"  with  enougl 
lumber  left  over  for  |6 ,000,000^000  worth  of  non-resj.dential  building. 

This  esimate  of  1947  construction  materials  prospects  was  presented  today 
by  Philip  B„  Fleming^  head  of  newly  created  office  of  tem.porary  controls,  to  the 
Senate  Smiall  Business  Committee,  investigating  the  housing  situation* 


MRD  FHEAT  FLOUR  PRICES  REDUCED-Hard  wheat  bakery  flour  prices  were 
lowered  5^  to  10^  per  cY/t,  by  a  nuraber  of  mills  yesterday  follomng  recent 
declines  in  wheat  but  the  domestic  trade  remained  slow  with  mills  limiting 
offerings  and  buyers  cautious  «  . 

Extent  of  PM./\  purchases  on  Tuesday  had  not  yet  been  announced  or  the 
prices  paid,    Hoivever,  one  purchase  by  the  Government  \ia.s  reported  at  $6,04  enrich- 
ed for  early  shipment  from  the  Gulf  but  it  Tra.s  slated  that  most  miills  that 
submitted  offers  had  stipulated  later  shipment  omng  to  heav^*"  orders  on  hand  and 
shipping  delays , 


From  Fall  Street  Journal,  Dec.  19  - 

•   CELANESE  PLASTIC  FILM  TO  SACK  FRESH  ^/EGETABLES-Fresh  green  vegetables  wrapp- 
ed in  transparent  plastic  film  are  expected  to  replace  bulk  vegetables  on 
grocery  counters  in  the  next  few  yt^arso 

Celanese  Corpe  consequently  is  trebling  its  production  of  Lumarith 
(cellulose  acetate)  film  by  expanding  its  plants  at  Ne-i/ari<:  and  Belvidere,N . J. 
Cellulose  acetate  film  is  sufficient  13."  porous  to  alloi'i.  vegetables  to  "breathe"  and 
is  therefore  considered  superior  tj  viscose  filmi  for  this  purpose^  Cellophane 
is  an  example  of  viscose  film. 


EFFICIENCY  EXPERTS  DO  }^OKE  CHORES  QUICKER  AND  YITH  LESS  LABOR-Chicagn_How 
far  need  a  irian  hike  for  a  hog?    Vliat  care  should  he  lavish  on  celery?    Is  B^-^ssy 
too  much  bother?    These  are  sober  questions  to  agricultural  engineers,  who  are  ■ 
transplanting  the  "timie  and  motion"  study  from  factory  to  farm.    This  timie  and  moti: 
study^  used  increasingly  for  years  by  industry,  is  a  way  of  finding  out  hovr  to  make' 
work  simple.,    -^n  eagle  eyed  expert  watches  a  worker  at  his  job,  and  detects  which 
of  the  mian-s  m^ovements  S' em  futile.    Once  this  v;astc  is  knoim,  thL;  specialist 
invents  labor  shortcuts.     So  the  worker  saves  himself  some  time — and  society  is 
enriched  by  higher  output  per  man-hour , 
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Prom  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal,  DecenlDer  12  - 


OOTTOIT  IITHJSIRY  HA.S  CHAj>TCID  TO  BLOCS  T5A17SFSR  OT  CCC  CH03SS  TO  OTHjUEi 
DEPAilTi^iliTTS  -  Once  again  the  cotton  industry  has  "blocked  the  plan  to  re- 
shuffle the  setup  of  the  cotton  section  of  the  Ccramodity  Credit  Corporation© 
Protests  against  the  proposal  poured  into  the,  office-~cf  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  in  such  voluTxe,  after  it  was  revealed  that  the  plan  had  "been 
revived,  that  last  Thursday  he  announced  that  no  action  v/ould  "be  taken  for  the 
present^,    Es  added  that  a  new  study  would  "be  undertaken  in  the  light  of  the- 
protests  and  that  it  might  he  possihle  that  the  present  organization  for  handr- 
ling  cotton  v;ould  he  retained^     This  would  prevent  the  distr ihution  of  the 
CCC  functions  among  other  "branches  of  the  department, 

Tlie  plan  to  divide  the  CCC  was  a  part  of  the  reorganization  program  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  with  econOiTxy  as  its  goal.     Deferment  of  the 
program  was  ohtained  "by  the  industry  v/hen  it  was  first  made  known^  Then 
when  the  initial  wave  of  protests  had  died  dcv;n,   it  "became  apparent  that  the 
changes  v/ere  a"bout  to  he  slipped  through  q_uietlyj  v/ith  no  announcement  of 
intention^  "but  the  revelation  of  an  accomplished  fact.     The  manner  in  v/hich 
the  aroused  industry  protested  wen  a  second  deferment,   one  v;hich  may  he 
permanento    ^or  when  Congress  meets  again  it  may  decide  that  it  wants  no 
tampering  with  the  present  setup  of  the  CCC, 

From  ITashville  (Tenn»)  Tennessean,  Dec^  12- 

a^IffillTG  TH3  COTTOIT  SPECITLA-TOR  -  Editorial  -  Cotton  exchanges  have  failed 
so  miserahly  in  preventing  their  primary  functions  from  heing  abused  hy 
speculators  that  they  have  little  reason  to  denounce  the  Washington  meeting 
called  hy  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  to  hear  t"ne  Department' s  pro- 
posals for  curhing  hoth  speculation  and  speculatorSe    The  resolution  ad-opted 
hy  the  exchanges  scoring  the  purposes  of  the  FiCeting  and  asserting  their  un- 
trammeled  "^right  of  self-regulation"  ill  hecomes  these  miarket  agencies  v/hose 
rules  are  so  lax  as  to  permit  the  shocking  JoTdan  episode  of  last  Octoher, 

Certainly  the  meeting  sunnnoned  hy  Secretary  Anderson  is  opportune  and 
reforFiS  are  urgent.     The  people  can  no  longer  sit  hy  and  permit  "self--regu- 
lated''  exchanges  to  operate  in  such  a  v;ay  as  to  victimize  huyer  and  seller 
and  make  the"  entire  econom.y  suffer, 

From  Buffalo  (IT.-I.).  Curicr-Sxpress,  Dec.  12  - 

SUGAR  PJTITIOl'S  POUR  III  Oil  BUPJALO  COITSRSSSI-IEN,  Washington  -  Buffalo     -  -.L- 
Congressmen  today  were  deluged  v/ith  petitions  from  sugar-starved  cons ti tuents^ 
Responding  to  an  ad  in  the  Courier-Express  prepared  hy  the  food  industry  of 
Western  ITew  York,   Inc«,   the  Niagara  Frontier  Bottlers  of  Carhcnated  Beverages 
.and  the  Buffalo  Retail  Bakers  Association,   several  hundred  Bnffa-lo  area' 
citizens  sent  their  representatives  messages  on  the  sugar  situation.  Repre- 
sentative Walter  G-,  Andrews  of  the  42nd  Congressional  District  said  he  al- 
ready had  checked  on  the  sugar  shortage  at  the  request  of  canncrs  and  fruit 
grov/ers  in  his  district  hut  added  that  little  can  he  done    ahcut  forcing  the 
Administration  to  take  s;;eps  to  increase.  suga,r  supplies  until  the  Repuhlicans 
take  over  in  Congress  next  yearo  ...  • 
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Prom  ¥atertov;n  Daily  Times,  Dec,  11  <« 

SUQAJHESS  CHRISTI'-iAS  -  Editorial  -  Reader  after  reader  of  The  Times 
writes  in  to  say  that  their  householda  are  completely  without  sugar.  One 
letter  says  that  there  has  "been  no  sugar  in  the  house  in  the  past  five  weeks, 
A  mother  pleads  for  sugar  for  her  two  children*     She  is  willing  to  go  without 
herself  hut  she  feels  children  of  school  age  should  not  he  denied. 

There  will  he  hundreds  of  families  alL  throughout  Korthern  l^ew  York  who 
will  have  a  sugarless  Christmas  and. yet  plenty  of  sugar  is  available  in  the 
stores,    Every  report  that  The  Times  receives  confirms  this  fact.    Yet  v/hen 
Senator  James       Mead  revealed  this  to  the  O.P.A,  in  Washington,  he  was  told 
that  this  was  a_  "healthy  condition*,'^ 

One  of  the  first  steps  of  the  new  congress  should  he  to  investigate  the 
sugar  situationo    We  are  informed  that  an  increased  allotment  of  sugar  will 
"be  availahle  "by  April  1st.     If  such  an  increased  allotment  can  he  made  availahle 
then,  why  can  it  notfc  ho  now  when  the  need  is  far  grea>ter  than  it  will  he.  next 
Spring? 

From 'St.  Paul  (llinn.)  Dispatch,  Dec.  10  - 

ICSAT  PSODITCTIOH  DROP  SSM  III  1947  -  The  i^orld  will  produce  less  meat 
for  consumption  in  1947  than  it  did  this  year© 

Such  was' the  prediction  given  in  St.  Paul  today  hy  D.  A»  Fitzgerald 
of  Washington,  secretary  general  of  the  International  Pood  -  council, 

Pitzgerald  also  forecast  that  sugar  rationing  would  continue  through 
1947,  although  more  sugar  may  he  availahle. 

* 

Prom  Tampa  (Pla. )  Trihune,  Dec.  11  - 

CITRUS  COMITTEES  VOTE  g-DAY  SHIPPING-  HOLIDAY  -  Lakeland,  l^o  Florida 
citrus  of  any  variety  will  he  shipped  out  of  the  sta,te  from  one  minute  after 
midnight,  Dec.  23,  to  midnight,  Dec.  31,  provided  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Anderson  approves  the  shipping  and  pa,cking  holiday  roconimended  today  hy 
federal  marketing  agreement  committees  here. 

Action  on  request  for  the  holiday  follov/ed  a  discussion  in  which  vir- 
tually every  speaker  favored  in  principle  the  holida^y,  which  is  aimed  at 
"cleaning  up  the  m.arket"  after  heavy  Christmas  shipmicnts  and  a  norm.al  post- 
Christmas  price  decline. 

Prom  Evansvillc  (ind, )  C^ourier,  ipec,  11  - 

mEAT  PRICE  BREAK  -  Editorial  -  The  price  of  wheat  has  hccn  falling  he- 
cause  of  alm.ost  unprecedented  crop  prospects  for  this  season  of  the  year,  hut 
the  American  farmer,  granted  a  good  crcp  next  year  will  still  receive  a  hig 
income  from  his  yield. 

Responsihle  for  the  hea.rish  trend  are  reports  of  unusually  good  winter 
wheat  crop  conditions,,     Seme  estimates  are  to  the  effect  that  a  surplus  of 
500,000,000  hushels  next  year  may  result,.     This  can  not  he  definitely  as- 
certained until  the  crop  is  in  the  hin^    Sut  should  i;here  he  a  large  wheat 
surplus  and  a  sharp  hreak  in  the  price,   the  i^roducer  need  not  sell  on  the  open 
market.     The  wheat  loan  program  is  still  in  effect  and  congress  has  guaranteed 
that  the  loan  will  he  90  per  cent  of  parity^    Parity  is  ^leSo  a  hushel.  Today 
the  loan  digure  is  approximately  $1,70  a  hushol. 
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Erom  New  York  Times,  Dec.  23  -  ^^**«*i>»/ 

SOUTH  REVERSES  TRilDITION,  hSKS  TARIFF  PROTECTION^  i.GRlCULTURE  SECRETiJ:iI ES 
SAY  FOREIGN  PRODUCE  !L\Y  I!IPROWJSH  Fi.MviERS-yashingtcn-UP-Secretaries  of  Agriculture 
of  Southern  States  opposing  reduced  protective  tariff  rates,  said  tonight  that 
the  purchasing  pov-'er  of  southern  farm  workers  would  go  "roaring  dov.Tiward"  if 
President  Truman  approved  pending  reciprocal  trade  agreements  with  eighteen  foreign 
co-'jntries , 

C*C.  Hanson,  of  I-iemphis,  Tenn.,  secretary  of  the  Association  of  Southern 
Commissioners  of  Agriculture^  said  in  a  statement  that  southern  producers  would 
be  unable  to  compete  with  foreign  producers  using  "cheap"  labor  and  operating 
without  m.inim.um  wages  and  social  security  taxes* 


SMALL  -FARM  HELD  OF  GREATER  VALUE  SAYS  SENATE  GROUP-Y^shington-The  Senate  Small 
Business  Committee  announced  today  its  conclusion  that  small  farris  are  better  than 
large  holdings  both  for  the  farmer  and  the  cormiunit^/^  he  supports. 


RECORD  CITRUS  CROP  SEJ-^DS  PRICES  DOMI|  ORANGES,  GRAPEFRUIT  TUMBLE  IN  GLUTTED 
IvlARKETS-McAllen,  Tex.-The  citrus  industry,  which  supplies  4-0  percent  of  the 
country's  fruit,  has  a  record  crop  of  its  vrorst  depression  in  five  years. 

Not  long  ago  orange  and  fruit  growers  were  getting  six  and  seven  cents  a 
pomd.    Today  they  are  getting  a  half  cent  a  pound.    Canning  plants  are  either 
closing  or  curtailing  their  output.    The  greatest  citrus  crop  oxi  record  has 
glutted  the  market. 


EARLY  PRICE  CUT  SEEN  IN  LOMEN'S  CLOTHES-;^ shingt on- Rous ev/ives  ana  working 
girls  Yjho  have  been  fighting  rising  clothing  prices  for  many  m.onths  can  look 
forward  to  a  50  percent  slash  in  some  lines  after  Christmas,  a  Goverrjnent  expert 
predicted  tonight  * 

"Unfortunately,  there  is  no  such  good  news  for  the  m.en — the  only  price  drop 
I  see  for  them  soon  is  in  sports  shirts,"  said  Theordore  G.  Kaynard,  chj.ef  of 
the  Clothing  Branch  of  the  Textile  Division  of  the  Office  of  Temiporary  Controls. 


1^.'0RLD'S  NO.  1  BREAD  BASKET-Editorial-One  of  the  saving  circ-amstances  in  the 
world  food  situation  during  and  since  the  war  has  been  the  com.bination  of  good 
farming  and  good  fortune  which  has  made  it  possible  for  the  United  States  to 
produce  a  series  of  bumper  grain  crops.    Apparently  another  chapter  in  that 
heartening  record  is  nov^  in  process  of  being  T.Tritten  for  the  year  1947, 

The  Departm.ent  of  i-vgriculture  published  early  last  week  its  final  figures 
on  the  1946  crops,  confirming  earlier  estirrLates  that  wheat  and  corn  production 
viere  at  record  levels. 


jferm  Digest  2725-46 


-2- 

Rrom  New  York-  Journal  of  Commerce,  Dec.  23  -  '  • 

FREE  Iii4RKET  SOUGHT  :'0R  ALL  FARM  CROPS-" Give  farming  its  head"  for  a  sound  and 
lasting  agricultural  prosperity ,  is  the  recommendation  of  some  SO  economists  and 
businessmen  on  completion  of  a  s  ix  months  study  of  hoiv  to  get  the  national 
economy  on  to  a  sound  footing  and  keep  it  there^ 

Comprising  the  Economic  Stability  Committee  of  the  National    /.ssociation  of 
Manufacturers^  they  declare  that  the  time  has  come  "to  recognize  that  farming 
is  a  business  just  as  truly  as  producing  and  selling  shoes  or  automobiles ,  and 
that  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  must  be  permitted  to  operate  through  free, 
competitive  markets  in  the  one  case  just  as  much  as  in  the  other." 


ITALY  REOPENS  Y/IDE  EXPORT  LINE  TO  U.S.:  "NEL"'  COTTONS,  RAYONS  ARRI\^- 
Private  Italian  export  trade  vrlth  the  United  States  has  been  reestablished  on  a 
sound  basis  which  augurs  well  for  future  developm.ent,  although  credits  will  be 
essential  over  the  coming  months  for  restora.tion  of  Italy's  economy. 

Import  manifests  of  incoming  ships  show  a  wide  diversification  of 
Italian  shipm.ents,  mth  a  few  "new"  products  includea  with  tne  I'Vell-knov/n  items 
that  long  have  found  ready  miarkets  here. 

Among  the  ''nevf"  products  Italy  has  snipped  here  in  recent  months,  some  of 
the  most  promising  are  printed  cotton  textiles  and  other  patterned  materials 
m.ade  out  of  cotton  and  rayon  or  cotton  and  silk. 


PRIV;:TE  COTTON  TRADING  l^TTH  GERl^NY,  JAPAN?- '  ashingtcn-Raj'  cotton  may 
be  the  first  commodity  to-be  returned  to  private  trade  mth  Germany  and  Japan, 
State  Departm^ent  officials  said  today. 

However,  it  ma^^  take  another  year  before  this  can  be  fully  accomplished. 
Next  step  toward  this  ultimate  goal  rail  probably  be  to  permit  United  States 
exporters  to  deal  directly  Yfith  the  occupation  authorities, 

SHIPPERS  REQUIRE  MORE  BOX  CARS-Vfeshington-l^^rren  C.  Kendall,  chairman 
of  the  Car  Service  Division,  Associa.tion  of  Ariierican  Railroads,  announced  over  the 
week-end  that  shippers,  receivers  and  carriers  must  all  endeavor  to  still  further. 
develop  an  increased  efficiency  in  the  handling 'of  freight  car  equipm.ent . 

Revievring"  the  current  transportation  situa=.tion,  Mr,  Kendall  emphasized  that 
all  of  the  evidence  at  hand  indicates  a  continuance  of  the  exceedingly  heay^' 
loadings  of  freight  cars.    The  demand  for  box  cars  continues  to  exceed  the  supply 
and  deficiencies  are  reported  in  every  section,  he  said." 


M;.RG/iRINE  taxes  UI^ICONSTITUTIuN.-L-Pennsvlvania  license  fees  collected 
from  dealers  in  oleomargarine  ha.ve  been  declared  unconstitutional  by  the 
Dauphin  County  Court,  and  the  presiding  judge  issues  injuiotions  restraining  tiie 
State  from  collecting  license  fees  which  have  been  in  force  more  than  45  years. 
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Pro-^i  G-reens"boro  (xT,C^.)  ilev/s,  Tec,  16  ~ 

AGRICULOXJML  COMi-iISSIOiy:JRS  ASK  SLIiJII-lATIOH  QT  3^D3BAL  AlID  STAHS  OVEE^ 
■LAPPIilG- By  Thompson  (Jreenv/ood,  l^*      Department  of  A^';^ri culture,  Raleigh  « 
A  proposal  designed  to  ottain  the  curtailment  of  appropriations  for  any 
Federal  agencies  duplicating  services  already  "being  rendered  "by  the  indivi- 
dual states  has  "been  given  the  approval  of  the  Jational  Association  of 
Commissioners  of  Agriculture,   it  is  announced  by  Vf,  Kerr  Scott,  president 
of  this  grouiD  and  Ivorth  Carolina  agriculture  commissioners. 

He  said  memoers  of  the  association  are  of  the  opinion  that  various 
agencies  operating  under  the  federal  government  are  "duplicating  or  carry- 
ing on  programs  conflicting  with  activities  of  the  various  state  departments 
of  agriculture^ " 

I?he  association  has  asked  that  its  officers  attempt  to  secure  from  the 
appropriations  comm.ittees  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  an 
agreement  that  no  funds  v;ill  "be  allocated  to  any  federal  agency  for  ex— 
penditm-'e  in  any  state  where  there  is  duplication  or  conflict, 

Irom  Sto  Louis  (llo,)  G-lobe-Democrat ,  Dec,  17  ~  . 

LIG-TIlTCr  PARII  COIITROLS  ~  Editorial  -  Senator  Capper,  who  is  slated  to 
head  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee,   talks  sensilDly  of  farm  production 
controls^     If  the  goverrjnent  keeps  its  promise  to  the  farmers  and  supports 
prices_  of  nearly  all  farm  commodities  at  90  per  cent  of  parity  for  tv/o 
years  after  the  war  is  officially  ended,  production  controls  should  not  "be 
lifted^ 

Lifting  of  price  controls  has  given  the  farmers  additional  incentive 
to  boost  production,  which  in  the  pa,st  growing  season  has  broken  all  recordSo 
If  unlimited  production  is  permitted  during  the  next  two  or  three  years,  and 
the  government  supports  prices  at'a  high  level,   the  cost  of  this  support 
will  be  huge^     Scarcities  mxay  turn  into  suipiluses,.    The  danger  of  a  dis- 
astrous, deflation  if  such  support  is  withdrawn  may  increase  enormously, 

Tlie  goverrjnent  should  not,  as  Senator  Capper  says,  encourage  all-out 
production  v/hile  at  the  same  time  guaranteeing  grov/ers  prices  much  higher 
than  they  wou.ld  receive  without  fedora.l  assistance,    To  do  so  v/ould  be  to 
promote  an  agricultural  crackup  possihly  as  calamitous  as  that  v;hich  follov;ed 
¥orld  War  I, 

Prom  Chattanooga  ( Tonn, )  Times,  DeCo  16  - 

lARI^'ERS  WARIIHD  SLUI-IP  i'-AY  COME  -  Jackson  -  Prospering  now  on  the  highest 
inceme  in  agTicultural  "nistcry,   farmers  must  gird  thom.celvcs  for  the  highly 
comx3ctitive  future  that  will  come  when  production  catches  up  with  demands^ 
Acting  President  C,        Brohra  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  told,  4r.E  Club 
leaders  of  ¥est  Tennessee  here  yesterday,  ^ 

It,  Erehm,  an  agricultural  leader  in  the  state  for  the  past  oO  ^'cars, 
said  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Univcrsii:y  of  Tennessee  to  train  the 
agricultural  specialist  whi  can  guide  the  states'   farmers  through  a  postwar 
slumpe     This,  he  declared,   is  one  of  the  reasons  for  increased  aid  to  the • 
University© 

"iTarmers  are  already  uneasy  a"bout  a  future  decline  in  prices,  "  he  said© 
""v/hen  that  time  does  come,   farming  will  biQcomc  higlily  competitive  and  only 
those  who  employ  all  the  scientific  and  mechanical  advanccm-cnts  of  agriculture 
will  be  ahle  to  survive," 
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'From  Lancets ter  (Penna.)   Intelligencer  Journal,  Dec,  16  ~ 

ACSIICULTUSE  AlT         CHOSSHOADS  ~  Editorial  -  Agriculture  is  at  the  Ero-ss- 
roads;  events  of  thcnear  future  v/ill  have  an  important  influence  on  farm  con- 
ditions for  years  to  come,  according  to  a  reviev/  liy'the  ^Federal  Reserve  Ba,rik 
of  Philadelphia^ 

Ifhile  the  fa,rmer  gained  a  larger  sha,re  of  the- national  income,  reduced 
his  mortgage  indelDtcdncss,  and  increased  his  holdings'  of  government  "bonds  and 
liquid  assets  during  the  past  five  vears,   there  is  anothcT  side  to  the  pictm^eo 

An  indeterminate  portion  of  the  new  "savings"  came  out  of  depiction  of 
assets,  and  money  must  nov/  be  set  aside  "by  the  farmer  to  replenish  the  soil 
and  rcnev;  eqiuipment^ 

In  some  areas  the  soil  is  "tired,  "  worked  out  under  the  s^Dur  o's^  v/artime 
necessity  when  s^oil-ccnscrving  crops  gave  way  to  oil- "bearing  or  high  protein 
products  and  crop  rotation  systems  were  upset  in  some  cases. 

Prom  Indianapolis  (ind^)  iTev/s,  Dec^  14- 

HOOSER  PAEI-I1S3  SRSAIC  III  '47  -  Although  they  admit  with  no  qualms 

tha-t  times  v/ere  never  hetter  than  they  are  now,  Indidna  farmers  appear  agreed 
today  tha.t  the  joy  ride  is  going  to  slow  down  "before  another    year  passes^ 

A  survey  is  "being  taken  of  more  than  1,000  Hocsier  farm  families*  Ii>- 
complctc  ta"bulations  in  that  survey  indicate  that  those  farmers  "believe  the 
hreak  is  going  to  start  in  the  fall  of  1947» 

Prom  Boise  (Idaho)  Statcsmian,  Dec,  14  ~ 

ZiJ  PllAR  OP  SURPLUSES  -  Editorial  -  A  few  days  ago  J.  R,  Simplot,  who 
handles  more  pota,toes  than  any  other  Idahcan,  cam.e  forth  with  a,n  appeal  that 
all  farmers  get  their  surplus  spuds  under  the  goverrjncnt  loan  plan  in  order 
to  oarticipate  in  the  price  support  progrs.m  set  up  to  protect  the  marketo 
Mr,  Simplot  was  not  a,cting  with  any  motive  since  it,  is  rather  plain  that  he, 
as  a  large  purchaser  of  potatoes,  would  have  "benefitted  if  the  price  support 
program  is  not  used,  as  he  ^^^ould  have  the  opportunity  to  "buy  potatoes  cheaply. 

The  interesting  point  in  connection  v/ith  Mr,  Simplot' s  appeal  was  the  re- 
port that  the  government  contends  there  is  a  surplus  of  seme  100,000,000 
hushels  of  potatoes  over  the  nation.    We  think  . this  is  cLuite  important  nev/s  to 
Idaho  and  v/c  v/culd  like  to  call  it  to  the  attention  of  that  part  of  our  citzenr 
that  is  hell  "bent  to  "bring  in  more  Idaho  acreage^ 

Prom  Louisville  (Ky.)   Times,  Tec,  14  -    .    ,  . 

IT  CAil  HAPPEN  HERE  ~  Editorial  -  Hations  incvita"bly  decline  with-  their 
soil.     This  is  what  makes  so  important  the  warning  of  Pr-  Hugh  H,  Bennett, 
U.  S,  Soil  Conservation  Service,   chief,   that  unless  something  is  done  ahout 
it,   50,000,000  more  fertile  farm  acres  will  "be  "barren  and  twice  that  many 
seriously  damaged  within  tv/enty  years. 

That  is  a  short  time  and  the  country  can't  wait  till  the  nineteenth  year 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  devastation^     Steadil     increasing  population  and 
steadily  decreasing  productive  acreage  can  eventuate  only  in  chronic  scarcity 
and  a  struggle  for  existences  Er,  Bennett  informs  the  Soil  Conservation 
Society  of  America  that  a  "billion  acres  need  trea,tmcnt. 
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FOOD  PRICES  SET  A  NEW  KLGH  NOV.  15:  LATER  CHECK  INDICATES  DECLIKE  Fi.OM  PEAK- 
Y^^shington-Retail  food  prices  uere  at  record  high  levels  in  mid-November the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  said  today,  but.  a  later  check  of  ti^elve  cities  indicated 
prices  T:ere  turning  slor.dy  doT.TiY.^rd, 

The  bureau's  riajor  report  on  retail  food  prices  in  the  month  from  Oct.  1$ 
to  Nov.  15  showed  that  prices  in  fifty-six  large  cities  advanced  4.3  p^rcont  in  . 
that  period  and  that  thej'  were  35  percent  higher  Uian  a  year  ago. 

They  ivere  at  187.7  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  ana  Vvere  1,5  percent 
higher  than  in  Jme,  1920,  the  peak  after  V.orld  bar  I. 


H)RLD  FOOD  OUTLOOK  IS  HELD  STILL  CRITICAL;  UN  BODY  CALLS  FOR  CONSERVATION 
ICEASURES-Washington-lhe  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  Y-^arned 
tonight  that  a  food  crisis  still  confronted  the  world  and  called  on  all  nations 
to  institute  food  saving  measures  imm.ediately . 

Darker  flour,  rationing  and  use  of  substitutes  in  bread-ma^r'ihg  -'Fere  amonp: 
conservation  m.easures  recomjiiended  to  help  avert  hunger  in  Europe  next  spring 
and  in  the  Orient  later  next  year , 

Its  pessimistic  report  on  world  food  supplies  said  production  in  Europe, 
Russia  and  the  Orient  was  still  far  below  pre-Yjar  levels  and  Y'as  just  beginning  to 
show  signs  of  recovery. 


CURBS  ON  TINE  CAN  USE  El^JD  ON  FOODS-Washingt on-Unrestricted  use  of  tin    cans  : 
for  packing  foods  and  various  other  comjiiodities  were  permitted  today  by  the. 
Civilian  Production  Section  of  the  Office  of  Temiporary  Controls. 


APPLICATIONS  K}R  FARM  CONSTRUCTION  171 LL  GO  TO  FHA  IN  THE  FUTURE-Washington- 
The  Office  of  Temporary  Controls  announced  tonight  that,  effective  toriorrow, 
applications  for  farm,  construction  would  no  longer  be  submitted  to  agricultm^al 
conservation  ccmjaittees. 

Instead,  applications  for  farm  houses  must  be  filea  Y;ith  district  offices 
of  the  Federal  Housing  Administration.  ' 


CANE  SEE RTIS  CURB  LIFTED-¥/ashington-Tho  regulation  prohibiting  the  processin 
of  imported  cane  spirits  for  beverage  purposes  tt.s  revoked  today  by  the  Office 
of  Temporary  Controls,  ■■  ■ 

The  revocation  rosulted  from  the  large  c.uantity  of  low  grade  corn' availa ole 
to  beverage  distillers,  rdiich  eliminated  any  "imrfiediate  danger  of  the  diversion  of 
cane  alcohol  into  beverage  blending."  •  ' 
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JVom  NeY7  York  Tines ^  Dec,  24  - 

TRUMAN  ESTIMATES  3.947  UNRRA  COSTS-YJashington-President  Truinan  advised 
Congress  today  that  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration 
shipments  abroad  in  1947  "may  Yjell  amount  to  $750,000,000,"  although  plans 
have  already  been  laid  for  T.dnding  up  the  agency. 

"It  is  therefore  unlikely  that  more  than  a  fevrof  the  liberated  areas  mil 
require'  further  free  assistance,"  he  said. 


From.  1/Yall  Street  Journal-Dec,  24  - 

THREE  G.O.P.  C0N'3RESS1[EN  URGED  A  PROBE  OP  DEi^^OGKiiTlC  T.JaPF  POLlClLS- 
Memibers  of  the  House  Vfays  and  .  ^jans  Comiiiittee,  Reps.  Ge£irnart  (Calif. )5  Woodruff 
(Mj.ch.),  and  Jenkins  (Ohio),  said  they  woula  propose  a  foreign  trade  and  tariff 
inquiry  at  the  first  committee  meeting  after  the  neiv,  G.O.P.  dominated 
Congress  convenes  in  January. 

Rep.  Gearhart  asserted  that  tb.e  Administration's  reciprocal  trade  program 
''has  sold  agriculture  doim  the  river"  and  has  "operated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  industrial  East,  and  to  disadvantage  of  the  midwest,  far  r^est  and  southern 
states," 

The  Go.O.P.  move  follovred  a'  declaration  by  the  comm,iss loners  of  agriculture 
of  13  southern  states  opposing  any  f-ijrther  reduction  in  protective  tariff  rates. 
That  statement  reversed  the  South' s  traditional  low-tariff  stand. 


Rrom  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Dec,  24  ~ 

'SQUEEZE'  IN  SUG;..Ii  SEEN  IN  JANUARY-Annoimcement  yesterday    that  OPA  had 
validated  spare  stamp  53  for  5  pounds  of  sugar  in  the  period  Jan.  1-April  30, 
inclusive,  and  that  the  agency  also  contemxplates  validating  a  second  1947 
consiMers'  stamp  before  April  30  v^'as  seen  in  industry  circles  here  yesterday 
as  presaging  a'temxporary  squeeze  in  supplies  in  the  coming  month. 

This  condition  will  arise,  sugar  men  said,  due  to  the  fact  that  industrial 
users  generally  have  not  yet  received  their  ration  evidence  for  the  first  quarter. 
Industrial  users,  in  consequence,  will  be  seeking  to  va.lidate  their  evidence  at 
a  time  when  virholesale  grocer  and  chain  store  buyers  will  be  pressing  for  sugar 
supplies  to  take  care  of  increased  consumer  requirements »' 


Erom  Kfttf  York  Herald  Tribune,  Dec.  24  -  . 

COTTON  INDUSTRY  EXPECTS  SLQILY  RISING  h^IlKETj  Diu.STIC  GUT  IN  SPECUL^^TIOF 
IS  REPORTED-New  Orleans-The  southern  cotton  industry  appears  to  have  substantially 
recovered  from  the  shock  of  October's  f:.;50-a-bale  price  break,  and  every  one  from 
farmer  to  broker  expects  1947  to  bring  a  slov.dy  but  steadily  rising  mf:rket. 

Brokers  quote  some  impressive  figures  on  sup,)ly  and  denand  to  stress  the 
comparative  soundness  of  today's  market  and  point  to  a  dr?stic  reduction  in 
speculation  since  the  October  tumble  ivhich  caus'd  temporary  closing  of  the 
major  exahciiges , 
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Jrom  Hew  York  Times,  Dec,  22  - 

REPORT  mOU  THU  IiATIOIm  -  The  Deep  South  -  100,000  Glut  ¥omen  Unite  To 
ComlDat  High  Prices,  K'ew  Orleans  -  Delegates  from  Louisiana  cluts  emliracing 
alDout  100,000  mem"bers  have  organized  the  United  Women  to  Com"bat  Inflation, 
Their  principal  weapons  are  research  and  the  spoken  or  printed  word. 

The  central  organization  was  set  up  after  scores  of  established  women's 
clu"bs  talked  about  and  then  did  nothing  about  rising  prices «     Observing  the 
futility  of  discussion  in  the  individual  clubs,   the  Parents  and  Teachers 
Council  called  upon  fifty  separate  organizations  to  name  delegates  to  a 
central  organization  the  sole  concern  of  which  will  be  inflation. 

At  its  first  meeting  the  central  group  agreed  that  if  should  advocate 
that  w<smen; 

(1)  Pay  no  higher  price  than  the  quality  of  an  item  is  worth; 

(2)  Buy 'none  or  a  minimum  of  scarce  articles; 

(3)  Buy  abundant  articles  instead  of  scarce  ones;' 

(4)  Tell  the  sales  person  when  the  price  of  an  article  is  too  high. 

Midwest  States  —  Machines  Replace  The  Man  in  G-reat  Corn  Areas  -  Omaha  - 
The  Midv/est's  corn  crop  v/as  a  product  of  mechanized  farming  in  1946,  Prom 
the  lister  which  dropped  the  seed  in  the  rev/  to  the  tv/c— rov;  corn  picker 
which  dropped  the  ears  into  the  harvest  wagon,   the  process  on  most  farm.s 
was  mechanical. 

What  mgi'zes  the  year  significant  is  the  fact  th?t  this  is  the  first  in 
history  in  which  machinery  did  the  whole  Job  for  the  average  corn  farmer, 
Nebraska  University  agricultural  exports  estimate  that  from  60  to  75  per  cent 
of  the  Staters  crop  was  machine-picked;  in  Iowa  the  proportion  v/as  higher, 
perhaps  85  to  90  per  cent. 

The  farmer  who  dcesn' t  own  a  picker  can  have  a  commercial  operator  piph 
his  crop    ■mechanically  for  $4,50  an  acre.     That  averages  about ■ 7  to  10  cents 
a  bushel  against  a  cost  of  12  to  14  cents  a  bushel  paid  to  the  hand  husker. 
Moreover,   the  farmer  has  to  give  his  h^iman  picker,  board,  room  and  laundry. 
A  twc-row  mechanical  picker  can  pick  ten  times  as  much  corn  as  a -fast, 
experienced  hand. 

The  corn  picker  receives  major  credit  —  or  blame  —  for  increasing 
the  size  of  corn  arms  and  for  increasing  productivity,    A  farmer  and  his 
boy  .can  handle  three  to  five    times  their  pre-mechani zation  acreage,  and 
this  has  led  to  wide-spread  leasing  of  near-by  farm.s  and  the  ouster  of  the 
non-mechanized  tenants,  who  simply  cannot  compete  in  many  instances. 

Prom  Terre  Haute  (ind,)   Star,  Dec^  19  -  . 

SURPLUSES  lUHXT?  -  Editorial  -  Final  signal  of  the  coming,  struggle  with 
crop  surpluses  is  supplied  by  potatoes.     This'  country  in  1946  has  harvested 
478,000,000  bushels,  which  is  estimated  to  be  a_ hundred  million  bushels  more 
than  can  be  consumed.     The  government  is  supporting  th^^  price  and  is  expected 
to  wind  up  with  50,000,000  bushels  on  its  hands »  ■ 

These  surplus  potatoes  are  stowed  and  in  the  cold  northern  states  will 
freeze  and  become  worthless.    Percentage  of  damage  to  stored  potatoes  in  all 
states  is.high.     The  program  of  a  floor  under  the  price  of  potatoes  will 
cost  the  taxpayers  millions  of  dollars.    An  a,ttempt  is  being  made  now  to 
discourage  potato  grov/ing,  but  so  long  as  the  government  protects  the  price 
this  effort  is  not  likely  to  succeed, 

Parm  Digest  '^■7o5-46 


-  4  - 


From  Ogden,  (Utah)  Standard-3xaminer,  Dec,  lo  ~      .  '      .  ■.' 

TARl-I  3U2SAU  POIiTT  01  VIjW  -  Editorial  -  The  American  5^arm  Bureau  federa- 
tion, has  just  completed  its  annual  convention  in.  San.  Francis cOo  ....  ' 

Dele^tes  voted  for  continuance  of  the  commodity  credit .  corporation 
and  for  continued  government  price  support  at  not  less  .than  90.  per  cent-  of 
parity,     Tliey  opposed  con.sumer  su"bsidics  and  called,  for  liquidation  of  agen- 
cies in  the  .Dap'artmcnt  of  Agriculture  whose  war  need  has  vanished,  Expansion 
of  the  cooperative  features  of  the  farm  credit  system  I'ja.s  advocated. .',  Con>- 
plete  farm  ownership  and  control  of  foderajL  land  "banl-cs  will  te"  attemp'ted* 
Extension  of  rural  electrification  was  ad\''ocatcd  hut  with  a  provision  cau- 
tioning against  unnecessary  construction  of  generating  plants^,     In  the  tax- 
ation field,  the  federation  said  corporations  and  ccrpcrp.tives  should  "be 
exempted  on  that  portion  of  its  annual  earning  distributed  to  its  stock- 
holders as  dividends  where  such  dividends  arc  taxed  in  the  hands  of  stock- 
holderso 

That  is  a. conservative  program  of  a  conservative  organization,  hut  it 
was  in  the  resolutions  on  lahor  that  the  farm.crs  revealed  their  tempers^ 
The  federation  calls  for  a,  han  on  the  closed  shop,   the  outlav/ing  of  jaris— 
dictisnal  and  s-jonpathy  strikes  and  also  seconda:"y  boycotts  and  hot  cargo 
practices  from  which  farmers  have  suffered, 

From  Baker sfi old  (Calif.)  Calif ornian,  Bee,  12  - 

SUPPORT  PROGSAi-i  -  Editorial  ~  Potato  growers  and  shippers  of  the  county 
quite  2D0Ssi"bly  noted  a  story  in  -v^hich  Clinton  P<>  Anderson,  secretary  of 
agriculture,  announced  the  over— all  cost  to  the  gGvern.ment  for  the  1946 
potato 'Crop  was  $100,000,000.  of  which  the  goverrjnent  will  receive  $20,000,000 
making  the  Federal  support  program  for  the  grov/ors  an  even  $.80,000,000. 

That,  of  course  is  a' big  sum. of  money  but  its  distribution  did  support 
a  great  progra.m  which  was  developed  in  no  small  part  for  a  v;ar-timc  economy 
when  the  greatest  possible  food  production  wa.s  ncccssr..ry(, 

Rc-adjustmont  of  the  nation' s  agricultura.!  programs  will  feel  next  year, 
it  is  believed,  a  'greater  influence  of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  as  the 
nation  goes  through  mutations  in  re-adjustment  back  to  peace-time  cconomyo 
The  potato  men  in  their  plantings  have  probably  given  this  matter  much  more 
consideration  tha,n  the  ca^sual  readero 


From  Great  Falls  (l-iont,)  Trib-ujie,  Pec,  16  - 

LAiTB  PRICE  LE'TEL  AT  PISKY  HIGH  _  Coincident  with  "the  warning  by  the  U«S. 
Department  -  of  Agriculture  thai  farm  prices, are  now  at  a,  dangerous  level,  the 
Montana  extension  service  also  issued  a  warning  bjised  oh  a  survey  recently 
completed,    Montana  land,  the  repor.t  states,  is  now  selling  at  double  the 
1940  sale  price,  p°pat>:.-    •  .  ^^^^^^.^ 

*  L,.l  B  B,A4^y  \ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  '.GRICULTIHRE 
r  Dec.  26,  19^6)  >  V>  ^kv"""'  X^FPTCr.  OF  irp'OH^/.TI-'^F 

shinerbon  25,  D.C. 


(The  newspapersV^hd  riagaZines,.  fjr6i^,«#m       these  agricultural  items  ?re 
taken  are  on  file  in  p\3S's--''-Servi4:;^>'' R^dm  ^l-^A.    Phone  Gene  Harris nm  at  603I.) 

\     "      "  -^"^ 

From  Nev:  York  Times,  Dec.\26' 

ask::    EXTRA  SUGi'J-i  GO  TO  HOUSEl^.TL ^^S :  JENKINS  SAYS  FACTORY  USERS  SHOULD  ll^IT 
IN  '  47--l/ashington-The  American  housemfe  suffered  more  than  her  share  of  the 
v^artime  sugar  shortage  as  compared  vith  the  industrial  user  of  sugar,  Thomas  A. 
Jenkins,  chairman  of  the  Republican  Congressional  Food  Study  Committoe, 
declared  today  in  a  preliminary  sugar  report  to  Representative  Joseph  W,  Martin 
Jr.,  Republican  leader  of  the  House, 

Representative  Jenkins  said  that  if  there  Y/as  enough  sugar  available 
any  time  during  1947  for  ration  increases  beyond  the  20  percent  extra  he  has 
recommended  for  both  hom.e  and  industrial  users,  that  i  ncr eas  e  "should  go  entirely 
to  individual  housemves 


"'OMEN'S  WJlF/iKE  ON  INFL..TIUN  aJLS-Glen  Rock-In  increasing  nunoers, 
housewives  of  Ney/  Jersey — and  later,  it  is  hoped,  house¥vives  of  the  nation — 
mil  go  about  their  shopping  v^earing  large  wnitt:;  Duttons  inscriDea  in  blue 
"AHO," 

■   This  and  their  ''How  muc'h  is  it?    No^  thank  yout"  if  the  price  is  too 
high,  will  identify  them  as  members  Housevrives  ^rranized,  Inc.,  recently  form.ed 
in  this  borough  to  give  housev:ives  an  instrument  through  T'hich  to  fight  inflation 
and  shorta.ges , 


EXPOR'l  CON'^ROLS  RELAXED  FURTHER-Removal  of  fourteen  items  from  the  list 
of  commodities  subject  to  export  license  control,  effective  at  once,  v:as  announcec 
yesterday  by  L*  L.  Horch^  regional  director  of  the  Departm.ent  of  Comimerce. 
Seventeen  other  ccmjnodities,  principally  grains  and  feeds ^  also  m.ay  new  be 
freely  exported  to  the  Philippines  and  to  all  noints  in  North  and  South  Am.erica,  . 
he  stated,  although  licenses  are  still  required  for  shipment  to  other  destinations 


From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Comm.erce,  Dec.  26  - 

OVERTIME  EXBiPTION  RULES  REDEFINED  FOR  FiluM  HELP-A  new  definition  of  "Area 
of  Production,"  a  term  used,  to  determj.ne  the  application  of  corta.in  exemptions 
from  the  minimum  wage  and  overtime  provisions  of  the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  Tdth 
respect  to  employes  engaged  in  specified  operations  related  to  the  processing 
and  handling  of  agricultural  products,  was  issued  yesterday  by  L.  Metcalfe  balling 
Administrator  of  the  Tage  and  Hour  and  F^blic  Contracts  Division  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Labor , 
(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
in  today's  N.Y.  Journal  of  _  _  _  _ 

Commerce • ) 
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Erom  New  York  Journal  of  Coimiierce,  Dec.  26  - 

1947  PROSPECTS- John  A.  Hartford,  A.  &  P.  president,  st;es  1947  food 
production  slightly  under  I946  totals,  but  adequate  for  domestic  needs,*. 
Expects  industry  to  broaden  modernization  trends,  prepackaging  operations,  in 
coming  year. 


WORLD  FOOD  OUTLOOK-Sir  John  Boyd  Orr  declares  world  food  situation  is  little 
better  than  a  year  ago.    He  says  controls  should  be  tightened.    The  little'' 
increase  in  production  has  been  offset  by  greater  consumption.  ■  . 


VILL  FARM  INCOIVIE  HOLD  UP  IN  1947?-Editorial-The  prosperity  of  the  farmer 
has  played  a  very  important  part ' in  the  business  picture  this  year.  Farm 
income  from  marketings  in  1946  is  close  to  $25,000,000,000  for  the  first  time. 
Supplies  mth  mor..-i  purchasing  power  than  ever  before,  farmers  have  been 
very  aggressive  buyers  of  the  goods  and  servi.ces  produced  by  other  industries. 

Most  observers  expect  a  decline  in  agricultural  income  next  year  as  shortages] 
are  relieved  and  prices  react.    Crop  and  livestock  prices  in  November  averaged 
124  percent  of  parity,  as  against  84  percent  of  parity  in  the  prewar  years  1935-39 •! 
Large  production  and  reduced  exports  next  y^ar^  as  well  as  consumer  resistance 
to  higher  food  prices  as  durable  goods  again  become  freely  available,  could 
bring  agricultural  prices  down  close  to  parity,    A  decline  to  parity  prices 
generally  ¥/ould  mean  a  20  percent  drop  in  the  income  of  farm.ers  from  marketings 
from  the  November  rate.    But  any  decline  in  agricultural  prices  next  year  is 
likely  to  be  gradual. 


Erom  TIal'l  Street  Journal,  Dec,  26  •-  , 

PRICES  mLL  EBB  SAY  UNCLE  SIM'S  EXPERT S-~i;HEN,  HOV  MUCK?^T'ashington-Nineteen 
forty-seven  will  be  "the  year  prices  went  doYm.''    That^s  the  consensus,  for  what 
its  worth,  of  the  Capital's  sadly  confused  set  of  economic  seers.    You  can^t 
find  agreement  on  how  much  prices  will  sink,  nor  on  exactly  Y^hen.    But  down  they 
will  go , 

At  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  officials  talk  of  a  "period  of 
adjustment"  starting  about  mid-year.  . 

About  mid-year  the  BAE  anticipates  a  leveling  off  of  this  index  and  the 
beginning  of  a  decline. 

At  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  which  compiles  the  socalled  cost  of  living 
index  most  officials  think  the  peak  has  already  been  reached  or  v/ill  be  very 
shortly,    Ther^jfore,  they  are  inclined  to  anticipate  the  decline  a  bit  earlier 
than  the  BAE,  •  . 
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From  Altar^  Knicker"bocker  llev/s,  Dec,  1?  -  - 

.  FASI^ffiRS  Fim  ITO  TO  SUPPLUS  POTATO  WORRY  -  Gannott  Kcws  SGrvico  - 

San . Prancisco  -  Tlio  American  Farm  Bureau  convention  here  failed  to  find  the 
answer  to  one  puzzle  that  ha,Q  "been  uppormost  in  the  minds  of  ma.ny  farmers  and 
leaders  of  farm  organizations.     The  puzzle  is  like  the  old  one  of  how  to 
eat  your  cake  and  still  have  it.  Translated  to  alDsorl)  and  maintain  high  prices^ 
Hundreds  of  farmers  listened  to  a  discussion  of  what  to  do  about  potatoes. 
They  have  had  a  distressed  crop  this  rear.     The  fedora-tion    reported  "growers 
ca,nnpt  ignore  the  fact  white  potatoes  is  one  of  the  fev/  fruit  and  vcgetalDle 
commodities  experiencing  a  decline  in  consumption  per  capita,  despite  the 
increasing  rate  of  production, 

From  Terre  Haute  ( Ind,)  Star,  Dec,  18  - 

ITO  TILlD  to  buy  laud  ~  Editorial  -  The  Agriculture  Department's  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  has  hoisted  a  storm  v/arning  which  American  farmers 
cannot  afford  to  ignore<>     This  is  no  time  to  "buy  farm  la.nd,   says  the  bureau, 
and  it  goes  on  to  tell  why  not,   in  statistics  of  dire  implicp.tion, ; 

Farm  land  values  weht  up  another  14  per  cent  during  the  year  ending 
last  i^ov,  1,  and  they  are  now  only  11  per  cent  below  the  1920  peak.     In  15 
states  they  ha.ve  more  than  doubled  since  the  193o~o9  period,  and  in  11  others 
they         reached  a  'point  75  per  cent  above  v/hat  they  v/ere  less  than  ten  yca,rs 
ago, 

V/ii?.t  this  means,  is,  of  course,  a-s  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
points  out,   that  unless  the  brakes  are  fast  applied  to  credit  buying,  farmers 
are  in  for  another  land  crash  such  as  struck  them  in  1920-21,    And  this  time 
the  blow  may  be  even  more  severe,  for  more  people  have  gone  into  debt  to 
purchase  farme  in  each  of  the  last  four  years  than  in  any  other  year  since 
1920,    Farm  mortgages  v/ent  up  an  additional  $80,000,000  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1946,  with  the  result  that  the  total  indebtedness  of  American 
farms  now  stands  at  $5,000,000,00,      .    '     •  . 

From  Tampa  Tribune,  Dec,  19  - 

liTITIilC-  DISFAVOR  -  Editorial  -  A  meeting  of  citrus  growers,  shippers 
and  cpvUnors,  hold  at  Lakeland,   called  to  discuss  and  find  remedies  for  the 
deplorable  slump  in  the  Florida  citrus  market,  approved  two  prc230sals —  a 
committee  to  investigate  a  complete  revision  of  present  grade'  standards,  and 
an  investigation' as_  to  the  feasibility  of  a  pro-ra,tc  system  of  shipments© 

In  definite,  practical  measures  for  relief  of  the  situation  the  meeting 
got  exactly  nowhere. 

The  meeting  refused  to  declare  itself  a.gainst  a  present  and  pressing 
evil  —  the  uisuse  of  the  color  added  process  —  although  a  number  of  those 
present  were  outspoken  in  their  assertions  that  this  process,  operates  to  the 
severe  disadvantage  of  Florida  citrus. 
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Jrom  Cha.rl-eston         Va*)  Gazette  ~  Dec«  19  «  *    '  ' 

rAHii  IflSrOM-  Editorial  -  F.or  ■  a  long  period  American,  agriculture  sconer 
to  "be  mainly  engaged  in  an  eager  process  of  wearing  out  the  soil«    But  the  faro-^' 
ers  know  "better  now,  and  are  eager  and  consistent  in  the  reform*  Dean  John 
Cunningham  of  Ohio  State  University' s  agricultural  college,  has  "been  telling 
those  in  his  a-rea  that  the  recent  soil  conservation  movement  is  "agriculture*  s 
outstanding  accomplishment  in  a  lif etime* Hp  says; 

"ivliat  we  have  learned  and  are  practicing  today  will  prolong  our 
American  civilization  for  many  years.     The  real  wealth  of  cur  nation,' — ■  food, 
minerals  and  fiher        comes  from  the  soil,  and  conservation  practices , are  pro- 
longing the  soil^s  usefullncss  for  decades,  even  centuriese " 

This  should  Tdc  interesting  nev/s  to  a  rising  generation  most  of  iihom 
ha.ve  never  thought  of  going  into  the  fa>rming  tusiness. 


From  St,  VdmI  ?ioneBr  Press,  Dec,  18  - 

AS  ITO  POOD  PSIO'uUS  -  Intense  interest  of  farmers  in  continuance  of 
agricultural  price  supports,  cas  reflected  "by  the  recent  national  convention 
of  the  American  Pp.rm  Dureau  federation  in  San  Francisco,  may  be  a  little 
mystifying  to  consijimers  in  the  light  of  official  forecasts  tha.t  a  postwar 
drop  in  food  prices  still  is  three  to  six  months  offo 

Sut  the  fact  is  that  for  farmers,  prices  pJready  have  reached  and 
passed  their  pov;twar  peaks,  and  the  down  trend  in  agr iculturcal  prices  alrea.d^'- 
is  clearly  beguuia 

The  U,  S,  BijLreau_  of  Agricultural  Economics  in  its  lSovcn"bcr  '29  re- 
port announced  that  the  general  level  of  farm  prices  fell  3.7  per  cent  "between 
Octo'ber  15  and  iTovemhcr  15* 

The  general  downtrend  was  the  result  of  declines  that  affected  a 
majority  of  fara  prices*     These  declines  were  on  the  average  so  substantial  as 
more  than  to  offset  drastic  increases  in  the  price  of  flaxseed  and  soy  "beanSe 

Consumer  prices  of  food  in  that  month  continued  to  reflect  the 
earlier  steep  increases  in  prices  of  farm  products,  partly  hccause  many  of  the 
products  sold  by  farmers  ha.d  not  yet  "been  prcccsspd  into  form  for  consumption^ 
The  lag  was  represented  by.  a  Ajr  per  cent  increase  in  consumer  food  prices  in  the 
Octo"ber  15  yo  Hovember,  15  period  —  a  Jumb  which  was  paced  Dy  steep  upturns  in 
prices  of  fa,ts,   oils  and  r.oats. 

But  as  for  farm  prices  the  dov/nturm  aff6ctcd  corn,  hogs,   cattle,  | 
sheep,  "buti^or,  chickens,,  turkeys,  eggs,   cotton,  wool,   citrus  fruits  and  sweet 
potatoes.     Later  declines  in  consumer  prices  of  several  items  including  moats 
indica,te  that  the  turning  point  for  them  also  may  hav-c  been  reached  or  at  Ica.st 
is  near.  Just  as  extremely  high  prices  injure  the  long-time  interests  of  pro- 
ducers,  so  the  system^  s  -aim  of  avoiding  extremely  lov/  priccs_  is  designed  to  J 
serve  the  long-time  interests  of  consumers,   a.s  well  a.s  to  protect  producers  of  I 
food.     The  common  interest  is  served  best  "by  modercate  prices o  " 
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From  Neiv'*York  Times,  Dec.  27  - 

» 

BUTTER  PiaCLS  DIP  BY  9  CEIITS  A  POllID|  mM  'PLOT'  IS  SEEN-Npv  York's  market 
lost  its  false  bottom  yesterday,  dropping  retail  prices  nine  cents  a  pound  and 
bringing  demands  for  Federal  and  State  investigations  of  manipulations  in  the 
I'^'holesale  market  which  allegedly  kept  butter  prices  unduly  high  and  niay  add 
13,5,000,000  to  the  local  bill  for  January  milk. 

TTiolesale  butter  prices  in  the  local  market  plummeted  10  cents  a  pound 
from-  what  they  had  been  on  Tuesday,  the  last  day  on  ■id'o.cn  tnej  coula  influence 
the  price  which  dairymen  'Sfcjrving  the  metropolitan  area  Ydll  ^et  for  Janui:.ry 
milk  under  the  Federal-State' price  fixing  formula .    Dr.  Charles  J.  Elanford, 
milk  marketing  adm.inistrator,  on  Tuesday  had  fixed  the  January  milk  price  to 
producers  at  $5 -46  a  hundredweight,  unchanged  fromi  Novem.ber. 

Shortly  after  retail  merchants  and  consmers  had  charged  a  plot  by  dairy 
interests  to  rig  prices  and  had  demanded  Government  inquiries,  the  Dairj^.en' s 
League  Cooperative  Association  a.nnounced  that  it  had  been  buying  butter  to 
"protect  dairy  farm.ers'  mi.lk  prices  from  a  threatened  dror  in  January." 


FOOD  PRICES  GO  HIGKER-Reversing  a  doi,^iward.  trend  that  he?  continued  during  the 
past  four*  weeks,  the  Dun  &  Bradstroct  "'wholesale  food  price  index  rose  to  J!i.6.32  on 
Dec,  24,  from  $6,28  on  Dec.  17.  The  current  fi^guTe  compar-jd  with  Ci4.l5  a  year  ago 
for  an  increase  of  52.3  percent.  Rye,  hamis,  bellies,  lard,  butter,  coffee,  cocoa, 
cottonseed  oil  and  hog  prices  went  higher,  while  flour,  T'heat,  corn,  oats,  barley, 
peas,  eggs,  steers  and  lambs  w^ent  dci<7n. 


HEAVY  >i^'DEt.Li^KD  L00r.IS  IN  KNITl/lEAR-Manufacturers  o-f  knity^ear  are  looking 
fon^ard  to  a  huavy  volume  of  business  in  1947  both  for  underwear  and  outerY/ear, 
according  to  trade  leaders  yesterday*    Bujdng  acti\aty  vri.ll  begin  in  earnest 
about  the  middle  of  January,  they  sa.id,  and  is  expected  to  contj.nue  strong  until 
March  1, 


From  T'all 'Street  Journal,  Dec.  27  - 

CROP  CUTTING  SCHEMES  CROP  UP  AGAIN  AS  BlWFUi  CROPS  CUT  PRICES-Uncle  Sam  feces 
billion  dollar  losses  as  .growers  step  up  output  du-spite  falling  prices.  Reasons 
The  Governm.ent  is  pledged  for  at  least  three  years  to  pe    markets  at  Q0%  of 
parity — a  calculated  price  tied  to  farm.^jrs'  livdng  costs. 

T.heat,  corn,  cotton,  peanuts,  potatoes,  eggs,  possibly  hogs  and  hurley . tobacco 
are  headed  for  GovcrfMcnt  aid  in  '47,    Potatoes,  only  '46  cron  to  get  help,  cost 
jy£0  million.    Threat '  alone  could  run  $500  million  next  year,' 

Agriculture  Department  officials  see  production  limits  as  the  only  sf^feguard. 
But  Anderson  stalls,  fearing  farmers'  Y.nrath  if  he  Y.dthholds  support  pa:\TTients  from, 
non-compliers.    He'll  pass  the  buck  to  an  economy-mdnded  GcD.P.  Congress. 
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From  The  Journal  of  Commercej  .Dec.  27  -  '  ' 

LIVING  COST  PEAK  PASSED,  SUMP  BUTTER,  EGG  DIDP  ^rUjEl'^S  PRICE  DECLINE-Thc  cost 
of  living  index  has  passed  its  peak,     ^"hen  year  end  figures  become  available,  they 
will  definitely  show  a  decline  from  the  hov.  15  peak. 

This  v/as  clinched  yesterday  when  butter  and  egg  prices — at  the  wholesale  level 
as  Y:ell  as  at  retail — dropped  sharply  in  New  York  and  in  Chicago, 

Thus  another  sector  of  the  food  market  v/as  added  to  those  v/ho  lately  have 
shovjn  declining  prices,  such  as  meats,  lard  and  certain  canned  goods. 


Il^JDUSTRY  HAILS  ilARGAHINE  RULING:  SEE  PENNSILW^NIA  DECISION  A  FORERUNNER  OF 
EA.SINCi  OF  CUIt3S-The  recent  decision  of  the  Pennsylvania  Court  of  Conmion  Pleas  of 
Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  declaring  unconstitutional  two  or  the  state's  statutes 
against  the  free  sale  and  distribution  of  margarine  is  seen  in  industry 
circles  as  pr^^saging  a  general  examination  and  overhauling  of  State  ana  Federal 
laws  punitive  in  nature,  v/hich  have  handicapped  thu  industry's  gro'.'th. 


A  SUPPLY  DBiAND  Bi^ANCE  IN  FDOD-^ndustry  reports  at  the  year  end  indicate 
a  gen::;ral  expectation  that  supplies  of  most  foods  during  1947  will  be  sufficient 
to  meet  domestic  demands,  thus  bringing  supr)ly  and  demand  into  balance  for 
the  first  time  in  several  years. 

Exceptions,  of  course,  mil  be  sugar  and  fats  pnd  oils,  although  even  in  these 
lines  it  is  expected  that  the  supply  situation  YJill  sho?^  year  Dro.c'resses 


Prom  The  Balitmore  Sun,  Dec,  27  - 

¥lANY  HIGH  PRICES  CRACK-A  crosscountry  survey  by  the  Associated  Press  showed 
that  m.any  of  the  big  department  stores  in  major  cities  had  slashed  some 
clothing  prices  by  from  one  third  to  more  than  50  percent  in  an  outbreak  of  post- 
Chrimstas  and  yt;ar-cnd  sales. 

The  big  question  m.ark  irsa  Y>fhether  these  drops  in  prices  v/ere  temporary  or, 
Yifhettier  many  of  them.  Yrould  continue  to  hold  or  even  extend  their  decline. 

In  Chicago  it  v.-as  learned  that  retailers'  associations  there  are  now  looking 
for  pronounced  general  reductions  in  food  prices  in  February  and  have  been 
urging  their  members  to  get  rid  of  their  present  stocks. 

Current  reductions  in  some  food  items  were  reported  in  New  York,  Cliicago, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Atlanta,  Kansas  City,  Los  -^-i-ngeles  and  San  Francisco, 


tYom  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  Dec,  27  -  ' 

PAPER  IMPORTS  U"  IN  MONTH-"-,  a  shin  :ton-United  States  imports  of  papt^r,  pap^rboard 
and  paper  products  totaled  316 ,773  tons  ciuring  October  about  14,000 'tons  above 
September,  the  Commerce  Department  reported  today,'    Of  the  total,  rsncr 
represented  314,660  tons,  paperboard  3/' 47  tons,  and  paoer  products  246  tons. 
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From  Baltimore  (Md.)  Sun,  Dec.  26  - 


WHEIT  COTTON  PECPLS  CO^iE  OUT  AG-AIITST  THE  WO  Pill  THaDE  PROGEUvi-  -  The  country 
might  as  well  face  it  I     There  is  big  trouble  ahead  for-  the  multilateral  trade 
program.    And  not  merely  "because  some  of  the  less  imaginative  Republicans  are 
beginning  to  mumble  the  archaic  and  destructive  catchwords  of  Payne,  Aldrich, 
Smooth,  Hawley  et  al.     The  commissioners  of  agriculture  of  a  group  of  Southern 
cotton  states  have  actually  come  out  against  the  present  reciprocal  trade 
program.    Tlhat  e-Kplains  the  change  of  heart  in  t;ie  cotton  South?     One  thing 
primarily:     the  G-overnment '  s  farm-price  support  program.    Under  this  program, 
farm  prices  are  kept  at  artificial  highs.     That  means  that  American  farmers 
progressively  price  themselves  out  of  the  world  market.     It  means,  too,  t-iat 
they  progressively;-  worsen  their  competitive  position  as  against  foreign  farm, 
products  in  the  domestic  market. 

Hence  they  try  to  exclude-  the  foreign  farm  products  from  the  American  mar- 
ket by  way  of  tariffs.    And  they  push  the  G-overrjnent  to  subsidize  their  high- 
price  ventures  into  world  markets.     3ut  the  only  thing  more  disruptive  of 
world  trade  than  high  tariffs  is  the  subsidized  eicports  which  in  their  worst 
form  become  r^ere  economic  dumping. 


Prom  San  Prancisco  (Cal.)  Chronicle,  Dec.  21  - 

A  SURPLUS  OP  TTHSaT  -  The  consternation  appearing-  in  the  faces  of  American 
economists  at  the  prospect  of  a  "staggering"  wheat  crop  next  year  will  liardly 
be  reflected  in  the  faces  of  average  citizens  on  the  streets  of' Vienna, 
Budapest^,  and  Berlin.     To  these  latter,  there  can  hardly  as  yet  be  a  conceiv- 
able surplus  of  anything  edible. 

Here  is  one  case  in  which  the.  United  States  can  best  fulfill  its  world 
mission  by  forgetting  economics  for  the  moment  and  concentrating  upon 
human itarianisFi.     The  dividends  will  be  greater. 

According  to    the  Department  of  Agriculture,   the  combination  of  this 
year's  surplus  of  wheat  and  the  anticipated  surpluses  from  the  1946  winter  and 
spring  crops  will  aggregate  4?C,CCC,00C  bushels.    This  means  that  Americans 
will  have  all  they  need  and  foreign  r.arkets  will  buj'  all  they  are  expected  to 
b-uy,  and  there  will  still  be  47C  ,  CCC  ,  CCC  bushels  to  dispose  of. 


Prom  Boston  (llass.)  G-lobe ,  Dec.  16,  1946  - 

DAITGSR  Oil  PAHIiS  -  The  farmers  out  in  the  open  spaces  have  been  doing  very 
well,  as  city  folks  must  realize  when  they  shop  for  food.    But  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Anderson  is  giving  warning  that  if  the  value  of  farm  la,nds  continues 
to  increase  there  r.ay  be  trouble  brewing  for  the  rest  of  us  • 

During  the  past  12  months,  the  department  reports  that  farm  land  values 
have  increased  14  percent.    That  brings  ther^  to  within  11  percent  of  the  infla- 
tionary peak  of  1920.    After  that,  these  values  carie  tumbling  down.    As  some 
farmers  had  increased  their  holdings  at  the  high  prices  and  others  had  sold  out 
and  moved  to  places  where  they  could  simply  sit  in  the  sun  feeling  secure  in 
their  profits,  the  bad  tir.es  that  came  to  the  agricultural  regions  caused  disaste 
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From  i.Iontgomery  (Ala.)  Advertiser,  Dec.  17  - 

yHEHE'S  TIlAT  CHEiiPER  ?00D?  -  In  the  early  Shammer ,  vhen  food  producers,  pro- 
cessors, and  distributors  were  loudly  derfianding  the  death  of  OPA,  they 
confidently  predicted  alriost  to  a  man  that  if  controls  .were  only  lifted  prices 
V70uld  immediately  "begin  adjusting  themselves  of  their  own  accord  at  reasonable 
levels. 

They  succeeded,  ^^rith  the  help  of  Congress,  in  smashing  .OPA  and  getting  can- 
trols  removed  from  everything  except  rents,  sugar,  and  rice;  but  although  " 
several  montiis  have  passed,  a  waiting  public  has  seen  no  halt  in  the  upv/ard 
swing  of  prices,  nor  any  indication  that  a  downward  trend  is  on  the  way.  ■ 

For  the  most  part  the  false  prophets  have  kept  silent  of  late,  iDerhaps 
because  they  are  too  "busy  counting  their  gains  in  and  then  somebody  stops  his 
adding-machine  long  enough  to  call  out  encouragement  to  the  shuffling  line  of 
cons'omers  who  have  been  patiently  waiting  for  the  promised  break. 


Prom  San  Antonio  (Tex.)  Express,  Dec.  15  - 

TE2AS  COTTC¥-PEODUCTION  CAvIPAiail  POH  1947  -  Among  the  major  enterprises 
that  East  Texas  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  pursue  during  1947,  is  a  campaign  to 
restore  to  cotton  its  old  status  as  the  State's  ¥\o.  1  money  crop. 

To  meet  prospective  needs  —  particularly  for  cottonseed  products —  Texas 
should  grow  about  three  tines  as  much  cotton  in  1947  as  it  produced  in  1946. 
Before  the  next  harvest,  the  lint  carryover  —  long  a  troublesome  surplus  will 
be  near  the  vanishing-point.    Besides  there  never  was  a  surplus  of  high-grade 
fiber  such  as  Texas  used  to  grow  and  could  grow  again. 

The  most  urgent  need  is  for  the  food  oils  and  protein  feed  which  the  cotton 
seed  from  a  normal  crop  would  yield.  •  Though  Texas  farmers        like  all  the 
others  —  are  still  short  of  plow  tools,  tractors  and  hired  help,  they  might 
contrive  to  gro^T  some  4  million  bales  of  cotton  another  year.     The  current  pros- 
pect of  40- cent  cotton  doubtless  will  prove  persuasive. 


Prom.  Burlington  (Vt.)  Free  Press,  Dec.  17  - 

PAEIvI  POl^EH  111  COI'G-RESS  -  The  United  States  News  makes  an  interesting  study 
of  the  increase  of  agricultural  infltience  in  Congress.     The  essential  fact  is 
that  the  farm  interests  may  be  the  most  influential  single  factor  in  some 
important  legislation.  ;  , 

Pormerly,  it ' took  a  coalition  of  northern  and  southern  farmer  votes  in 
Congress  to  control  agricultural  legislation.     In  the  new  Congress  there  will  be 
in  the  House  80  Democrats  from  the  industrial  districts,  and  108  from  the  agri- 
cultural districts.     On  the  Republican  side,  the  members  from  the  industrial 
districts  nmber  120,  and. from  the  agricultural  dist  rict  s  126 ...  That  is,  in 
both  parties  members  from  the  agricultural  districts  are  dominant.  Furthermore 
man"  districts  xiheve  cities  dominate  in  population  are  yet  so  strongly  agricul-.. 
tural  in  interest  that  farm  policies  are  not  likely  to  be  opposed. 
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(For  Decem"ber  30,  19^^  r\^0^  ""^  OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

7^  \    "     -.r^^tA^j  Washington  25,  D.C. 


(The  newspapers* and  ma^a^ines  from  which  these  agricultural  itemis  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  SeAr^cap^»t-'^Eoom  41  ^A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  The  New  York  Times^  ^'ec ember  30  - 

TO  OUTLAW  MII1[  PRICE  RIGGING  SOUGHT  - 
lEGISLATIVE  ACTION/-  A  full-scale  investigation  by  the  State  Legislature 
into  the  mejiipulation  of  butter  and  milk  prices  was  demanded  yesterday  by  Assembly- 
man Philip  J.  Schupler,  Brcokl^-Ti  Democrat,  despite  the  fact  that  Governor  Dewey  had 
ordered  a  sim.ilar  inquiry  by  appointive    State  officials. 

In  announcing  that  he  would  offer  a  resolution  in  the  new  Legislature  for 
such  an  investigation,  Assemblyman  Schupler  described  Henry  H.  Rathbun,  president 
of  the  DairATnen-^s  League  Cooperative  /ssociation,  as  "a  friend  of  Governor  Dewey." 
Mr.  Rathburi;  Oneida  County-  Republican  leader  and  a  former  member  of  the  executive 
comjnittee  of  the  Republican  State  Committee,  had  admitted  last  week  that  the  Dairy- 
men's League  had  been  buying  butter  in  the  wholesale  market  here  to  keep  up  prices 
and  thereby  prevent  a  decline  in  the  January  milk  price  to  producers. 

The  purposes  of  the  legislative  in\restigaticn,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  schupler, 
would  be  uo  determine  how  widespread  was  the  rigging  of  dairy  prices  and  to  open 
the  way  for  legislation  to  outlaw  any  such  activity. 


'46  PRICE  RISE  HELD  MOST  IN  GENERATION;  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  ROSE  3^  PERCENT  - 
The  Bureau  of  Labor ; Staxdstics  came  cut  today  with  a  study  showing  that  price  ad- 
vances during  19^6  were  greater  than  in  any  year  since  World  War  I.    Primary  market 
prices,  jumped  about  3I  pe^r  cent  and  retail  prices  of  family  living  essentials  mounted 
18  per  cent  in  the  twelve  months  from  Dec.  19^5  'to  Dec.  1946. 

.Agricultural  commodities  led  the  1946  increases    according  xo  the  Labor 
Department  Agency.    Retail  food  prices  rose  3^-  per  cent  and  primary  market  prices 
of  farm  products  and  foods  rose  29  and  5C  per  cent,  respectively. 


GEHM^..FOOD  CRISIS  IS  GROWING  V/ORSE -Berlin  -  A  gloomy  picture    of  the  German 
food  situation  painted  in  the  bi-monthly  food  and  agriculture  review  of  the  United 
States  Military  Government  for  September  and  October,  was  m.ade  public  today.  Far 
from  improving,  the  situation  has  grown  worse  since  the  period  covered  by  the  report, 


GROUPS  ASK  AID  IN  TARIFF  ACTION  -  The  National  Foreign  Trade  Council  has 
urged  the  United    tates  to  insist  upon  the  establishment  of  conditions  in  other  coun- 
tries essential  i-o  the  expansion  of  international  trade  on  £.  multi-lateral  and  non- 
discriminatory basis. 

In  a  brief  submitted  to  the  committee  for  reciprocity  informxation  prior  to 
actual  negotiations  for  reciprocal  trade  agreements  with  eighteen  nations;  the 
council  said: 

"If  other  countries  are  to  be  permitted  to  share  in  the  American  market 
they  should  be  required  to  agree  to  and  effectuate  principles  and  policies  which 
will  result  in  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a  multilateral,  non-discriminatory, 
_ miost -favored-nation  world  trading  systomx." 
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From  the  New  York  Vail  Street  Journal,  Decem'ber  30 

U.S.  CHAJNffiEE  WARNS  OF  EFFECTS  OF  EAISING  AGRICULTURAL  IMPORTS -Washington  - 
The  united  States  Chamher  of  Conmerce  has  sounded  a  warning  to  American  farmers  to 
"carefully  appraise"  the  economic  results  of  buying  more  agricultural  products  from 
abroad . 

At  no  time  in  the  last  100  years,,  according  to  the  Chamber;,  have  conditions 
been  so  favorable  for  boosting  imports,  particularly  in  competitive  agricultural 
products.     The  need  for  larger  imports  to  offset  a,  booming  export  trade  and  the 
high  level  of  U.  S.  comraodlty  prices  favor  a  liberal  import  policy  during  the  comin; 
year,  the  Chamber  noted. 


From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  December  30  - 

HIGHER  EXPORT  OUOTA  SET  FOR  COTTON. GOODS -Washington  -  The  Office  of  Inter- 
national Trade  has  established  tentatively  an  export  ceiling  for  broad  woven  cotton 
goods  in  the  first  19'r7  ^.uarter  which  is  30  per  cent  above  the  quantity  actually 
licensed  for  export  in  the  final  19^6  quarter      The  tentative  first  quarter  quota 
totals  23D,vO0,000  yards. 


SUGAR  IMPORTS  FAR  BEHIND  19^^5;  THIS  YEAR'S  RECEIPTS  WILL  BE  600,00u  TONS 
LESS  -  Sugar  imports  in  19^6  v.all  fall  short  of  a  year  ago  by  600,000  long  tons, 
available  figures  indicate. 

For  the  week  ended  Dec.  21  imports  were  6^,000  tons,  br.i-nging  cumulative 
entries  since  Jan.  1  to  3.-35^^000  tons  against  3>989;623  tons  a  year  ago. 

Meltings  following  the  import  trend  similarly  are  lower  for  the  cumulative 
period,  amounting  to  3;392>COO  tons,  against  ^,057^000  a  year  ago. 

Refiners  stock  on  Dec.   21  was  108,000  tons,  against  135^000  a  year  ago  and 
1^6,000  on  Jan.  1.     Of  this  quantity  Eastern  refiners  held  59)000  tons,  .-less. than  a 
week's  supply.     At  New  York  there  were  19,000  tone,  Boston,  8,000;  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimo  e,  8,700. 


FOODS  IN  '^7  -  Pciul  Willis,  president  of  Grocery  Manufacturers  of  America 
Inc.,  in  year-end  statement  predicts  that,  with  the  exception  of  sugar,  fats  and 
soap,  'supplies  of  foods  and  grocery  products  will  balance  well  with  demand  in  19^7 
--  unless  labor  strife  hconpers  production.     Given  labor  peace  and  full  production, 
prices  should  decline  gradually  to  reasonable  levels,  he  says. 


/iBUNDMT  MEAT  ~  Healthy  expansion  in  the  meat  and  livestock  industries  ejid 
a  greater  supply  of  meat  than  for  the  past  36  years  is  predicted  for  /jnei^ica,  in  19'^7 
by  John  F.  Krey    chairman  of  the  board  of  the  _'merican  Meat  Institute. 


MOTHER  INQUIRY  -  Attorney -General  Clark  orders  Justice  Department  investi- 
gation .of  any  possible  violation  of  anti -trust  laws  in  the  Nev;-  York  butter  jirice 
break. 
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From  The  Journal  of  Coininerce,  Dec.   27  - 

GRAIN  EXPORT  FLAN  RAISES  CAR  PROBLEM  -  Washington  -  Railroad  o'^ficiels  today 
predicted  simolif ice tion  of  the  export  f^rain  program  throug;h  President  Truman's 
latest  action  in  creating  an  interagency  committee  to  speed  up  1947  movements 
abroad.     Nevertheless,   some  experts  were  at  loss  to  know  vihere  additional  freight 
car  space  would  come  from  to  fulfill  higher  quotas. 

With  three  imoortant  federal  priorities  already  imiposed  on  railroads  to 
expedite  loadings  of  export  grain,   officials  envisioned  substantial  diversion  of 
.freight  cars  from  other  industries  to  foreign  shipm.ents. 


From  Philadelphia  (Pp.)  Bulletin,  Dec.   24  -        .  ' 

YES,        HAVE  ORANGES  -  Editorial  -  Oranges  and  grapefruit  may  soon  join 
petatoes  in  the  surplus  lines.     A  record  citrus  crop  in  the  South  is  looked  upon 
by  growers  as  a  threat;  but  to  Northern  consumers,   smarting  under  high  prices,  it 
is  a  promise.     The  story  of  a  plentiful  crop  is  the  same,  fromi  Florids  to  Texos. 

High  prices  are  themselves  the  cure  for  high  prices.     Stim-ul^'ted ■  by  the 
returns  of  the  last  few  seasons.   Southern  o-rowers,  favored  by  e^ood  weather,  set 
themselves  to  market  all  the  produce  they  could.     The  crop  has  brought  r  decided 
price  drop  in  Southern  marketing  areas,  which  alrerdy  has  been  reflected  up  North. 

The  boomi-pnd-bust  cycle  is  nowhere  more  destructive  than  in  agriculture.  For 
some  farmers  consumption  rather  than  production  is  becoming  the  main  problemi,  snd 
if  the  past  is  eny  indicFtion  of  the  future,  this  means  fp.rmers  will  demand 
Governjnent  aid  against  surpluses. 


From  Phoenix  (Ariz.  )  Ari  zona  Republic,  Dec.   20  - 

L©1"JER  PRICES  PREDICTED  -  Editorial  -  American  farmers  must  look  forward  to 
lower  prices  and  shrinking  foreign  markets,   Norris  E.  Dodd,  under-secretary  of 
sgriculture,   informed  those  in  attendance  B.t  the  American  Farm.  Bureau  Federation 
convention  in  San  Francisco.     This  future  will  be  ha.stened,  };Ir.  Dodd  said,  by  the 
"tremendous  fear"  European  peoples  have  of  another  war,  by  our  price  support 
policy  and  by  the  very  fact  th^^t  as  a  nation  becom.es  more  industrialized  the 
historical  tendency  is  for  its  agricultural  exports  to  drop. 

Some  rea.diustment s  are 'bound  to  come  in  agriculture  as  in  all  business  and 
industry.     For  the  good  of  all  it  should  be  hoped  future  prices  do  not  drop  to 
unreasonably  low  levels.     But  if  'the  present  social  unrest  is  quieted,  the  cost 
of  living  miust  be  brought  nearer  the  mie^ns  of  the  low  income  groups. 
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From  Jpckson  (il&ss.)  Cla rion-Ledc^er ,  Dec.   19  - 

FILE  OF  THE  FERTILIZER  AiT)  BRING  THE  CROP  UP  -  Editor IpI  -  First  signal  of 
the  coming  struggle  with  crop  surpluses  is  suprilied  hy  ootr,toes.     This  country 
in'  1946  h?  s  bprvested  478,000,000  bushels,  w'-^ich  is  estimated  to  he  a  hundred 
million  bushels  more  thpn  can  be  consumed.     The  government  is  supportint?  the 
price  and  is  expected  to  wind  un  with  50,000,000  bushels  on  its  hands. 

These  surplus  potatoes  are  stored  and  in  the  cold  northern  states  will  freeze 
and.  become  worthless.     Percentsge  of  da.miage  to  stored  potatoes  in  all  states  is 
high.     The  programi  of  a  floor  under  the  price  of  potatoes  '.vill  cost  the  taxpavers 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  government  has  been  attempting  to  control  the  potato  crop  by  limiting 
acreage.     But  growers  merely  pile  on  the  fertilizer,  put  into  effect  their  best 
soil  practices  and  produce  bumper  crops.     An  attempt  is  being  mpde  nov;  to 
discourage  potato  growing,  but  so  long  as  the  government  protects  the  price  this 
effort  is  not  likely  to  succeed. 


From  Portland  (Oreg. )  Oregon  Journal,  Dec.   18  - 

'  .   'W.S.C.   SCIENTISTS  TO  HELP  SOLVE  YJHEAT  PROBLEM  -  Northwest  vihe^t  <?t overs  snd 
handlers  are  scheduled  to  fret  some  help  from,  science  in  finding  new  uses  for  soft 
vihests.     In  announcing  en  expanded  project  to  start  at  Washingrton  St-'te  college 
before  the  next  harvest,   J.  L.   St.   John,  head  of  the  V'.  S.C.   experiment  station's 
division  of  chemistry,   explains  th^t  this  is  a  nev/  type  of  research.     Most  of 
the  scientific  wheat  study  to  dpte  has  concerned  production  rather'  than  quality 
problems. 

It  is  pointed  out  thpt  science  has  cone  p  long  way  in  developing  higher 
yielding  wheat  strains,   diser-se  resistance  ?.nd  other  production  ^-dvanteges  but 
has  not  concentrrted  as  much  attention  to  the  ohyfsical  pnd  chemical  properties  of 
wheat  and  flour  that  are  imnortp.nt  for  chemiurgic  uses,  bp.king  and  other  uses. 

Besides  seeking  new  uses  for  soft  whepts,  this  study  will  attempt  to  find 
which  varieties  of  soft  wheat  c,re  superior  for  bread  and  pastry  makinp*,  starch 
making,,  end  other  purposes,   and  furnish  better  "guide  posts"  for  plant  breeders 
and  a'gronomists  to  use  in  their  unceasing  efforts  to  develop  ever-better  vrhept 
varieties. 


From  Butte  (Mont.)  Montana  Sts.ndard,  Dec.   19  - 

THE -FARM  PROBLEM  IS  ATTH  US  AGAIN  -  Editorial  -  V!h.en  such  veteran  form 
legislptors  ps  Senator  Cp^nper  (R-Kp^n.),  becin  worryinp-  pbout  the  form  problem^  this 
early  in  the  game,   it's  a  pretty  sure  sign  there  is  going  to  be  a  fprm  loroblem. 
Of  course,   a  session  of  Congress  v.dthout  p  farm  Droblem  would  be  something  unusual. 
There's  always  been  a  farm  problem,  at  least  there  always  has  been  one  since  the 
last  war. 

By  continuing  to  produce  vvar-needed  crops  v^rithout  ree;prd  for  their  demand,  the 
farmers  of  the  nption  could  cause  this  oro,e"ram  to  cost  the  governm.ent  p,  tremxendous 
sum  of  money.     An  over-production  of  potatoes,   one  of  the  wpr  crors  which  has  a 
guaranteed  price,  has  plready  cost  the  Department  of  Agriculture  nearly  100  million 
dollars. 


f^'t,  -  f  B  R  A  R  Y 

^  ''^LY  FARM  NEWS  DIGEST  I  ^^^^'^^^"T  SERIAL  ftECORD 
(For  December  31,  19^6)  j^,^^     ^^^^  ^ 
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From  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  December  31  - 

TEE  CURTAIN  FALLS  on  19^6  with  a  price  shakedara  already  well  under  waj. 
Farm  staples  have  snt  the  pace,    A  quick  hack^'Tard  glance  traces  the  trend.  Wheat 
that  "brought  $2.20  a  bushel  earlier  this  year  now  sells  for  $2.     Corn  haa  toppled 
25^0  from  Its  19^6  high.    So  have  oats.     Cotton  that  flirted  VTith  hG  centss  a  pound 
winds  up  19^6  arou-nd  the  32-cent  level.    Hides  that  hit  35  cents  a  po"and  are  down 
to  25  cents.    Lard  is  only  half  as  costly  as  it  was  cnce  this  fall. 

Benefits  reach  the  consumer ,    Food  prices  have  skidded  nearly  10^  in  little- 
more  than  two  months,    W^omen's  clothing,  especially  woolen  wear,  is  cheaper » 
Men's  white  shirts  that  recently  bicught  $5  now  sell  for  $3.50. 

The  19^7  outlook  is  unmistakably  one  of  still  lower  prices,  m.aybe  a 
sharp  break.     The  prospect  of  super-big  grain  crops  (weather  permitting,  of  course) 
already  stirs  "surplus"  fears.     The  per-capita  meat  supply  should  be  the  highest 
ever.    A  mamoth  pack  of  canned  food  is  indicated.     The  last  trace  of  textile 
scarcity  mil  vanish  under  an  avalanche  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods.     Some  busines- 
ses will  be  hurt  in  the  -orice  dii). 


A  BUTTER  BRAV/L  chiorns  the  Agriculture  Depai'tment.    Recent  market  support 
moves  were  kno^m  to  the  Department's  dairjr  branch.    But  this  bureau,  which  has 
charge  of  milk  market  agreements  ajid  is  the  self-appointed  g^aardian  of  dairy  far- 
mers, saw  no  harm  in  a  little  support  as  long  as  it  meant  better  returns  to  milk 
producers.    However,  Secretary  Anderson  felt  differently- -ordered  an  immediate 
investigation  when  he  heard  what  was  going  on.    Should  his  probe  turn  up  violations 
of-  the  Commodities  Exchange  Act,  the  government's  dairy  program  and  the  branch  run« 
ning  it  may  get  an  overhauling. 

WORLD  COTTON  CROPS  next  season  should  top  this  season's  22  million  bales. 
Several  factors  should  push  the  total  up  toward  the  present  consumption  rate  of  27 
million  bales.    Among  them:    High  prices  and  easing  of  acreage  restrictions  in 
Egypt,  India  and  Peru. 

World  trade  in  cotton,  meanwhile,  is  expected  to  slip  below  the  nine 
million  bales  moved  in  the  ciurrent  crop  year.    Heavy  stocks  in  most  importing 
countries  x-ri.ll  allow  them  to  wait  for  lower  prices,    England,  France,  China, 
Smtzerland  and  Sweden  have  almost  a  year's  stock Ov^he  staple  on  hand.  Italy, 
.Japan  and  many  smaller  nations  have  enough  for  three  to  six  months.     Supplies  are 
low  in  Germany,  Poland.  Spain,  Belgiuifi,     The  Netherlands  and  Canada;  imports  by 
these  countries  may  be  boosted. 

The  outlook  for  a  large  U.S.  cotton  crop  in  19^7  is  improving,  despite  a 
reported  lack  of  nitrogen  fertilizer.     The  "cotton  belt"  labor  supply  is  good. 


HOGS  AND  COCONUTS  should  give  Americans  m.ore  edible  fats  and  oils  in  I947. 
Fatter  hogs,  more  copra. 
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From  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  Becem'ber  31  - 

ICE  CREAM  MAKERS  offer  an  increasingly  bigger  market  for  the  nation's 
dairymen.    Production -of . this  frozen  favorite  is  rolling  along  80^  above  the  aver- 
age of  the  past  five  years . 


'     '     MECHANICAL  COTTON  PICKERS  are  clamored  for  by  big  planters.  International 
Harvester  Co.  says  it  could  sell  five  to  ten  times  as  many  ms.chines  as  it's  now 
making.    The  company's  output  this  year  was  100  to  125  machines,  and  v7on/''t  be  much 
larger  in  l^k'J  i    A  new  Memphis  factory  should  bring  a  big  increase  in  19^8.  Sharp- 
est demand  for  the  pickers  is  from  large  level  areas  ^d-th  big  plantations. 


Prom  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  December  31  - 

END  OP  SHORTAGE  IN  SIGHT,  LIMBER  INDUSTRY  SETS  PEEWAR  GRADE  STANDARDS  AS 
'47  GOAL  -  The  Lumber  Industry  is  looking  towards  l^k'J  to  sign  ''finish''  to  the 
"lumber  shortage."    From,  here  on,  spokesmen  declare,  builders  can  expect  sufficient 
supplies  of  limiber  to  satisfy  their  needs. 

As  the  emphasis  on  production  slsickens,  the  pressing  problems  of  distribu- 
tion will  receive  more  attention.    A  i-eturn  to  prewar  trade  standards  of  gradiDg  • 
and  quality  production  is  another  goal  which  the  industry  has  set  for  fulfillment 
during  the  new  year.  ■  i 

Indicative  of  the  optimism  with  which  the  industrjr  is  greeting  the  new 
year  is  the  foi;].owing:     "The  lumber  shortage  is  ever."       The  National  Limiber  Manu- 
facturers Association. 


MANY  EXCH/iNGES  TO  END  SESSION  AT  NOON  TODAY  -  The  Chicago  Board  of  Trade 
will  observe  Saturday  closing  today  and  suspend  dealings  in  the  grain  pit  at  noon, 
central  time.     Other  principal  grain  exchanges  will  do  likewise. 

New  York  and  New  Orleans  Cotton  exchanges  will  ring  the  final  gong  at  noon. 
Eastern' Standard  Time.  Other  New  York  markets,  following  suit  include  wool,  coffee 
cocoa,  produce,  hides  and  cottonseed  oil. 


U.S,  OWNED  WOOL  GOING  UP  1^  to  3^^  A  LB.  TODAY,  Washington,  Dec.  30  (AP)  - 
The  Agriculture  Department  announced  tonight  that  the  selling  prices  of  Government 
owned  wools  would  be  increased  from  1^  to  3^  a  pound,  clean  basis,  tomorrow. 

These  increases,  which  vary  by  grades,  were  made  necessary  because  the 
parity  price  for  wool  increased  in  December.    Under  the  law,  the  department  is 
prohibited  from  selling  farm  products  at  prices  which  reflect  less  than  parity. 
The  price  increases  apply  to^wool  which  the  Government  acquired  under  wartime  price 
support  programs . 


U.So  ASSURES  B0LI\T:A  on  food  EEQUIEEMENTS ,  Washington,   (AP)   -  The  United 
States  has  assured  Bolivia       in  response  to  an  inquiry       that  it  will  try  to 
provide  Bolivia's  food  requirements  if  nor-mal  imports  from  Argentina  are  cut  off, 
a  State  Department  official  said  today. 
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From  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  Dec,  21 


WhAH  TO  THE  ^^AHMT^RS  KAITT  0~  COHGIGSS  _  The  Anerican  farmer  undouotedly  will 
demand  a  top  priority  in  legislation  "by  the  new  eightieth  congress.     The  main 
farmers'   groups  —  National  G-range,  ITational  J'armers'  Union  and  American  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  —  already  have  voted  ^or  demands  they  "believe  should  v/in 
first  consideration.     The  Congressional  Quarterly' polls  them  as  wanting  most 
4f  the  following:    Revision  of  the  parity  formula,  Haticnal  fertilizer  program, 
Consslidation  of  farm  credit  agencies,  Long-term  price  suiDport,  Extension  of 
rural  electrification,   Industrialization  of  underdeveloped  areas,  and  Revision 
of  lahor  laws,  especially  in  effort  to  check  strikes. 

Some  elements  add  still  further  wants„     The  Farmers'  Union,  for  example, 
favors  a  ;^ermanent  food  allotment  program,  modeled  somev/hat  on  the  food  stamp 
plan  of  the  '30s  to  reduce  surpluses  and  provide  relief  in  cities.     It  also 
urges  the  Missouri  Valley  authority,  federal  aid  to  education,  a  national  health 
law,  and  th^  Wagner-Elleader-Taf t  housing  "bill. 

From  Des  Moines  Register,  Dec*  22  - 

PLAITS  FAIL  TO  FOLLOW  GCALS  IH  IOWA,   THAT'  S  liTDICATIOr  ilOW  ~  Postwar  farm 
production  plans  are  failing  to  follow  the  pattern  set  in  the  Uni-ted  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  goals,   on  the  "basis  of  early  indications. 
The  goal  of  spring  pigs  in  Iowa  in  1947  is  an  increase  of  18  per  cent.  Farmers 
have  indicated  they  intend  to  increase  sov/s  kept  for  spring  farrow  only  9  per 
cent. 

This  is  on  the  l)asis  of  December  intentions  and  the  situation  may  cliange, 
Gr  favorable  weather  m.ay  cause  the  pig  crop  to  "be  larger  than  is  new  indicated 
—  or  it  could  shrink  from  the  present  outlook. 

In  the  case  of  chickens,  poultrymen  generally  have  indicated  dissatisfaction 
v/ith  the  present  goal  of  6  per  cent  less  in  1947  than  were  raised  in  1946,  And 
they  were  even  more  dissatisf ield  with  the  original  proTDCsal  for  a  reduction 
of  3  per  cent. 

Frgm  Charlesten  Gazette,  Dec,  23  - 

ElTRASuD  HOUSE'-ZIITES  -  Editorial  -  Secretarj^  of  Agriculture  .Anderson  will 
never  "be  ahle  to  convince  the  American  housewife  that  there  is  not  something 
radically  ^/nron;  a"bout  the  sugar  ra^tioning  system.    And  the  women  are  up  in  arms 
ahout  it. 

In  many  stores  over  the  country  there  is  plenty  of  sugar  on  the  shelves* 
It  is  there  in  plain  sight,  "but  you  can't  "buy  it  without  stamps,  'Practically 
all  of  the  current  stamps  are  used  up  and  next  stamp  will  not  "be  validated 
until  Janu.ary  1, 

That  is  enough  to  enrage  every  v/oman,  and  most  men.     It  has  caused 
people  to  lose  faith  in  the  rationing  authorities  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
not  likely  to  helieve  any  future  statments  Washington  malces  regarding  availaole 
supplies  of  sugar.    And  the  suspicion  grows  that  there  is  unfair  and  ^Jinequal 
dis tri"bution  and  that  great  q^uantities  of  this_  commodity/-  are  "being,  shipped 
a"broad  without  due  regard  to  the  actual  needs     of  other  countries.     It  ig  sus- 
pected tha.t  the  "black  market  gra"bs  a  lot  of  it. 
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i'rom  Gresnvillc    (S.C.)  News,  Dec»  23  - 

MRG-AHIiiE  SCOEHS      Editorial  -  A  significant  shot  may  have  "been  fired  in 
the  -  margarine  ^wa^r"  against  discriminatory  legislation  last  v/eek.  when  the 
lauphiii  County^  Pennsylvania,   Court'  declared  unconstitutional  license  fees 
imposed  hy  the  state  on  dealers  in  margarine,  ' .    -•  '•  ■  ■ 

Pennsylvania'  s  "Oleomargarine  Act''  imposes  a  fee  -of  $500  on  wholesalers 
and  $100_ on  retailers  handling  margarine.     The'  Court  gays  the  fees- are  "un- 
reasonablOj   confiscatory  and  discriminatory  and  constitute  an  illegal  restraint 
.  of  tradOt, "  ^     ^      ,  '■ 

The  presiding  judge  consequently  issued  an  injunction  restraining  the  Sta-tc 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  from  collecting  the  fees.^  ■■ 

In  this  case  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  v/as  challenged  "by  grocers 
who  contended  that  the  state  v/as  arlDitrarily  interfering  with  private  "business 
"by  imposing  a  prohi'bitive  license  fee  "under  the  guise  of  protecting  the  pu"blic 
interest,,  " 

The  same  armaments  can  "be  directed  at  the  federal  government's  tax  of  10 
cents  a  pound  on  colored  margarine  and  its  license  fecH  for  manufacturers  and 
distributors^    The  margarine  industry  has  these  to  contend  with  in  all  the 
states  as  well  a.s  special  state  excise  taxes  or  license  fees  in  25  of  the  48 
states, 

Prom  Ch,-rlotte  (iT,  Cj  Ohservor,  Dec.  22  - 

PAIR  DIVISION  HESDBD  ^  Editorial  -  Wiether  Americans  will  have  more  or  less 
soap  next  year  than  they  have  had  in  1946  depends  on  an  agreement  betv/een  the 
Department  of  State  and  the  Department ■ of  Agriculture,  v/hich  have  different 
viCATpoint s  on  the  su"bjectc,  '  ''■ 

.The  Department  of  Agriculture  contends  tha,t  the  1 ncr ep  G  e  of  population  to 
an  estimated  143  million  makes  it  neccssa^ry  .for  the  United  States  to  have  a 
larger  share  of  imports  of  fats  and  oils  than  it  has  had  i.n  the  past,  • 

This  country  has  not  in  recent  years  produced  Cnou  ,h  of  these  comuno'li ties 
to  meet  its  own  ne^ds  and  has  imported  large  quantities  of  ,  oconut  oils  from 
the  Philippines,  Malaya,  and  the  I>atch  East  Indies^ 

Because  of  a  world  shortage  of  fats  and  oils,   the  International  Emergency 
Pood  Council  is  trying  to  ration  the  entire  .supply  among  all  nations  according 
to  their  needs i    But  the  Department  of  Agriculture  says  that  the  lEPC  has  not 
taken  into  account  that  the  United  States  is  m.an a fa'6 tuning  "large  quantities  of 
soap  for  other  nations,  and,   instead  of  taking  these  quantities  out  c:'  the 
foreign  'accounts,   it  is  ■  su'bstracting  them  from  the  American.. domestic  needs. 

The  State  Depart  lent  v/ants  no  change  in  present  allocations,  TDCcausc  it 
"believes  shijjmients  of  fats  and  oils  and  their  ^products ,  to  other  countries  v/ill 
help  our' foreign  policy,  .'■  '■:  .' 

Prom  Milwaukee  Jour no  1,  Dec  20 

TELLS  OP  VETEEAi-S'  HUIIT  POD  SUITABLE  FAPilS  -  Many  war  veterans  seeking  to 
"buy  farms  with  the  aid  of  federal  loans  are  finding  it  difficult  to  o"btain  sult- 
ahlc  ones,  Thomas' C^  Schmidt,  regional  director  ©f  the  farmers  home  adminrstra- 
tion  at  Milwuakee,   announced  Priday.     Out  of  7,500  veterans  who  have  sought 
loans  in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Michigan,   4,000  have  o"btained  a  total  of 
$8,300,000,    Hir,  office  is  discouraging  veterans  from  buying  farms  at  inflated 
Xjrices,   Schmidt  announced,  ■  ''^  3  2  8  8 
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